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YOU CAN TELL the holidays are here - 


when our tree trimming committee gets 
busy in the Visitor’s Center. = 


We hope you enjoy the Christmas } 
season this year more than any in 
you can remember. And that 
Jack Daniel's oldtime Tennessee 
Whiskey is one of the reasons 
why. Merry Christmas! 
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time. So, we did. By Keith Dunnavant 


THEY’RE HERE 68 
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now in the NBA and NHL. Will bas- 
ketball and hockey ever be the same? 
By Randy Harvey 


LEONARD BASHING 73 


His gold medal image is tarnished, and 
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THE SPORT 1989-90 
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Your complete guide to who’s who 
and what's what on this season’s hard- 
wood. By Tom Kertes 
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Supersoph Chris Jackson and Dale 
Brown’s LSU Tigers are gonna run— 
past people, through teams and to the 
top. 
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Where’s the best basketball being 
played? It’s as easy as A-C-C. 
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MAGIC VS. GRETZKY 


I totally disagree with your 
selection of Magic Johnson as 
the “SPORT Athlete of the 
Decade”’ (October). How 
could it have been anyone 
other than Wayne Gretzky, 
with nine MVP awards? 
“The Great One”’ dominated 
pro hockey in the 1980s as no 
player has ever do- 
minated a sport. 
Stanley L. Dec 
Ellwood City, 
Pennsylvania 


“ss 


When talking about value to 
a team and a city, the Oilers 
with Gretzky appeared in five 
Stanley Cup Finals and won 
four of them. Without him, 
they slipped to third place. In 
his first season with the 
Kings, Gretzky’s presence 
alone substantially improved 
the Kings’ record and atten- 
dance, and also brought new 
fans to hockey across the U.S. 


No one deserves to be Athlete of the 5 1980. Oh well, off to L.A. By the way, 


Decade more than Wayne Gretzky. 
Chris Motzer 
Royersford, Pennsylvania 


Please read your own magazine some- 
time. Start with the small cover on your 
October issue pertaining to Wayne 
Gretzky that says ‘“Admit it, America, 
Wayne Gretzky is the Best Athlete in 
Any Sport.”’ Please reply when this 
changed. 
Mike Jay 
Veradale, Washington 


NO RESPECT 
Mike Schmidt is your Baseball Athlete 
of the Decade? No way. What about 
Nolan Ryan? The man is 42 years old 
and just notched his 5,000th strikeout. 
Of those 5,000, he picked up over 2,000 
since the beginning of the decade. For a 
man to strike out over 2,000 from age 
33 to 42 is unbelievable. 
Bill C. Johnson 
Waco, Texas 


No respect. Eddie Murray is still over- 
looked. If MVP votes don’t mean any- 
thing, he still averages 28 home runs, 
101 RBIs and a .298 average since 
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who led the decade in RBIs? 
Terry Young 
Kansas City, Missouri 
Murray led the majors in RBIs this decade 
with 908 going into the 1989 season, not 
Mike Schmidt with 901 as was incorrectly 
printed in our October issue. But we stand by 
our choice of Mike Schmidt as our Baseball 
Athlete of the Decade. 


I couldn't help but laugh at your Boxer 
of the Decade choice, Ray Leonard. Af- 
ter that questionable stopping of the 
Hearns fight in ’81, Leonard’s talent fad- 
ed and was replaced by greed and a 
monstrous ego. Everyone knows Leon- 
ard will only fight someone he feels posi- 
tive he can beat. Is that your idea of a 
champion? You should’ve listed Leon- 
ard under the category of “‘The Five 
"80s Developments That Should Be 
Done Away With.” 
Marty A. Hill 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


RATINGS PROBLEMS 


So you think Keith Smart’s last-second 
shot in the Final Four is one of “‘The 10 
Most Thrilling Moments’’ (“Rating the 
*80s,’’ October)? Get serious! I doubt it 


would even rank as Indiana’s 
most thrilling sports moment, 
since it would have to com- 
pete with Bobby Knight’s 
pulling his team against the 
Soviets and his chair-throw- 
ing incident. 
John Gil 
Austin, Texas 


Concerning your ‘‘10 Best 
Teams of the ’80s,”’ let’s com- 
pare your No. 8 choice, the 
1984-85 L.A. Lakers and the 
1988-89 World Champions, 
the Detroit Pistons. The Lak- 
ers were 62-20 in the regular 
season, 15-4 in the post-sea- 
son and beat the Boston Cel- 
tics in the Finals—‘‘in the 
Gah-den, no less.’’ The Pis- 
tons were 63-19 in the regu- 
lar season, 15-2 in the post- 
season and swept the Lakers 
in the Finals—in the Forum, 
no less. It seems as though 
the figures speak for them- 
selves. 
Joe Dusza 
Toledo, Ohio 


I disagree with your 
placing the wave No. 1 
on the sports develop- 
ments that should be 
done away with. Please try to see the 
wave as a statement of fans celebrating 
themselves, not the massive egos and 
wallets of ““The Hero” who has become 
an embarrassment to the paying fan. 
Edward T. Bagley 
La Puente, California 
If they’re celebrating themselves and not the 
players, why are they at the ballpark? 
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Didn't it come as a shock to you when 

the U.S. lost to the USSR in men’s bas- 

ketball in the 1988 Olympic Games? 

How could you rate it ninth? It should 
be No. 2. 

Jon B. Grant 

Racine, Wisconsin 


I was horrified that you would refer to 
Duk Koo Kim's death as one of ‘“The 
Bottom 10 Lowlights,”” and lump it with 
the boorishness, shame and criminality 
of John Riggins, Ben Johnson and Dino 
Ciccarelli. Duk Koo Kim’s death was a 
tragedy and a waste, but he died with 
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even touching your skin. 


The continuous precision- 
cutting action of dozens 
of lifters and self-sharpening 
blades—at thousands of 
revolutions per minute— 
gives you a shave like none 
other. 

The Norelco* Lift and Cut 
shaver. What makes it close, 
makes it comfortable. 
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honor. The other guys don’t deserve our 
respect. 
Michael Marrero 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Your basketball timeline states that the 
highest scoring NCAA game in the ’80s 
was Loyola Marymount over Wyoming, 
119-115. If memory serves, I seem to re- 
member that on January 31, 1989, Loyo- 
la Marymount defeated U.S. Interna- 
tional, 181-150. 
Owen Philibert 
Fairfield, Connecticut 
We meant to say that the Loyola Marymount- 
Wyoming game was the highest scoring game 
in NCAA tournament history. Indeed, the 
Loyola Marymount-USIU game was the 
highest scoring game ever. 


You included the wrong golf event. The 
greatest shot ever came when Larry 
Mize chipped in a wedge shot from six- 
inch, matted-down grass to a sloping 
green with a glass-like putting surface to 


win the 1987 Masters in a playoff with 
Greg Norman. 

Patrick S. Carriero 

Fairfield, Connecticut 


As far as thrilling moments and greatest 

contests, what about the 1986 and ’87 

AFC Championship games, ‘‘The 
Drive” and ‘“‘The Fumble’’? 

Jeremy Goldson 

Denver, Colorado 


The Miami-Boston College football 

game in 1984 should’ve been listed as 

one of “‘The 10 Greatest Contests,”’ 

based on excitement, change of momen- 
tum and finish. 

Douglas Tamasanis 

Nashua, New Hampshire 


The 1985 St. Louis (baseball) Cardinals 
should have been listed as one of ‘“The 
Five Best Teams That Never Won a 
Championship.” They won 101 games 
and the only thing that kept them from 


winning the World Series was umpire 
Don Denkinger’s missed call. 

Ben Kettlekamp 

Greenville, Illinois 


COMMITTING HARRY CARAY 


If baseball broadcasters were music, 
Harry Caray (‘‘Beers With Harry 
Caray,’ October) would be the Rolling 
Stones and Vin Scully would be the stuff 
you hear while sitting prone, bib in 
place, waiting to have your teeth 
cleaned. 
Ron Cromer 
Whittier, California 


I consider Harry Caray the worst an- 
nouncer around. He makes mistakes that 
are obvious as you watch the game. I 
turn the volume off when he’s on TV 
and listen to the radio. He needs to be 
replaced. 
Don Huml 
New Haven, Indiana 


A tackle never feels as good as it looks. 


Howie Long, Defensive End 
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He is one of the worst TV broadcasters 
of all-time. He doesn’t know what he’s 
talking about most of the time and he 


makes way too many errors while he’s, 


blabbering on and on. And about his 
singing ... don’t get me started on that. 
Vincent Furnier 

Westmont, Illinois 


PUNCH LINE 


I think Sugar Ray Leonard should start 
fighting people who can fight, not stiffs 
like Donny Lalonde. If Ray wants to 
give the people what they want, he 
should fight Michael Nunn. 
Daryle T. Wilkerson 
Annapolis, Maryland 


Hello? Anybody home? Not J. David 
Miller, judging by his article “Then 
There Was Nunn’’ (September). Sure, 
Nunn is a good boxer, but in his biggest 
fights he landed a lucky punch to KO 
Sambu Kalambay and literally waltzed to 


But Hanes fashion does. 


“| love hard hits. But my body could do without them. 
So when | peel off the pads, | take on a more comfortable 


style with Hanes fashion underwear.” 
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a decision against Iran Barkley. 
Tom Dabek 
Oakville, Ontario 


PASSING GRADES 


Allen Barra failed to recognize that con- 
fidence and attitude, especially in the 
trenches, create the real winners (“Ye 
Shall Pass,’ September). Pass protection 


means retreat and defend. Run blocking 

means advance and dominate. That’s 

why, when you establish the run, you 
can taste the “W.” 

Fred Astaire III 

Agoura, California 


SOMETHING TO KICK ABOUT 


Charles Isenhart writes that U.S. soccer 
players are ‘‘as good as players in other 
sports making mega-bucks” (‘To Italy, 
Feet First,’ October). No, they’re not. 
The mega-buck athletes are the best in 
the world in their sports. The U.S. soc- 
cer players lose to Costa Rica. 
SJ. Estes 
New York, New York 
And beat them. The U.S. lost in Costa Rica, 
but won the rematch at home two weeks later. 


Argue with us, applaud us, advise us. 
Address your letters to Sport Mail, 
SPORT Magazine, 8490 Sunset Bivd., 
Los Angeles, CA 90069. 
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YOU GET A LOT MORE THAN MONEY 
FOR COLLEGE SERVING PART-TIME IN 
THE ARMY RESERVE. 


Joining the Army Reserve is one of the smartest 
ways to help pay your way through college. In fact, you 
can earn over $18,000 through the Montgomery GI Bill 
and your Reserve pay during a standard enlistment. And, 
if you have or obtain a federally insured student loan, you 
may qualify for a government program that will help 
repay up to $20,000 of it for you. 

But you get a lot more than just money in the Army 


Reserve. You get hands on training in one of over 250 skills... 


skills like modern health care techniques, engineering, 
foreign languages, criminology and many others. 
You get the pride and confidence that come with 


tackling a tough job and doing it well. And service with 
the Army Reserve can help you develop the maturity and 
self-discipline it takes to succeed in college and in life. 

You also get the satisfaction of knowing you’re 
helping to keep America strong. 

Besides completing Basic and Advanced 
Individual Training, you'll usually serve just one 
weekend a month in a nearby Army Reserve unit, plus 
two weeks of Annual Training. Find out more. See your 


Army Reserve recruiter BE ALL YOU CAN BE® 


Il 1-800-USA- 
ARM ARMY RESERVE 


ARMY. 
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TAKE THAT, TYSON 


In the history of heavyweight 
boxing, there has been no decade 
to compare to the ’70s and its 
number of supremely talented 
fighters. Larry Holmes, Ken Nor- 
ton, George Foreman, Joe Frazier, 
and The Greatest-Muhammad 
Ali. All world champions who 
fought in epic matches. 

Moviemaker and Ali fan Hol- 
lister Whitworth has collected and 
carefully restored these bouts, and 
dozens more, in his film ‘“‘Cham- 
pions Forever,’’ which was sched- 
uled for release in late October 
and will have an international the- 
ater run in early 1990. 

More labor of love than sound 
commercial venture, ‘‘Champions 
Forever’ isn’t the typical collec- 
tion of old boxing clips compiled 
for an audience of aged, cigar- 
chewing fight mavens. It’s a well- 
crafted film providing a stark con- 
trast to the current heavyweights of the 
Tyson era. 

According to Whitworth, ‘‘It’s about 
decent human beings, guys who’ve done 
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SPORTS NEWS AD NAUSEUM 


Maybe the McSports Channel would 
be a good name for it. The news equiva- 
lent of fast food has become a staple of 
the American informational diet ever 
since USA Today and CNN’s Headline 
News channel hit the scene, and now 
sports fans will get their own quick fixes 
with a 24-hour news station. 

Beginning in November, Mizlou, the 
New York company that’s 
produced college bowl games ©; 
and other sports telecasts for 
27 years, will unveil the 
Sports News Network. Ini- 
tially available to five million ; 
cable subscribers in the top 
25 media markets, it won't 
broadcast games—the play is 
not the thing. 

According to SNN execu- 
tive vice president Jon Stein- 
lauf, formerly with ESPN, 
“The off-the-field aspect of § 
sports, the ‘non-event’ cover- | 
age, seems to be growing | 
faster than the event cover- | 
age. Even a fairly serious By 


good things with their lives, not about 
people who punch each other out in 
parking lots. 

“We didn’t make this movie to make 


sports fan may not remember who won 
last year’s Super Bowl or NCAA cham- 
pionship. What makes a lasting impres- 
sion on people are the personalities and 
controversies, like the Pete Rose story, 
the Mike Schmidt story, the Tom Landry 
story. We will give the consumers a 
clean presentation of everything they 
need to know about sports, and we will 
do so at their convenience. That's the 
key.” 


NOS1LU38OY SIKHD 


money,’ says Whitworth, who's 
beginning to think it may break 
even. ““‘We made it to thrust these 
guys back in the limelight and to 
stand as a lasting document of the 
best years ever in the heavyweight 
division. We hope that kids can 
look at it and say, ‘Wow, so that’s 
Muhammad Ali.’”’ 

“‘Champions Forever’’ opens 
with brief interviews with all five 
champs and then becomes an Ali 
tribute, a backdrop for the rest of 
the movie. We see him in the ma- 
jor fights of his career, in and out 
of the ring: refusing military ser- 
vice, lecturing after losing his box- 
ing license and in his role as a 
Muslim minister. 

The major surprise, though, is 
George Foreman, who in new in- 
terviews appears powerful, confi- 
dent and relaxed. He, at least, 
seems to believe he’s a real con- 
tender for Mike Tyson’s crown. ‘‘I 
could be champion of the world right 
now,” he says. “All I need to do is drink 
my milk and run down the street and I’m 
ready.” —Davis Miller 


Unlike ESPN, which replays its late 
edition of SportsCenter the following 
morning, every one of SNN’s half-hour 
segments will be live, with in-studio an- 
chors. And weekdays between 8 a.m. 
and 6 p.m., when ESPN airs exercise 
programs and game repeats, SNN will 
cover press conferences, trades and oth- 
er sports business. 

Steinlauf points out that SNN is not 

looking to vie with ESPN as an all-sports 
network, nor will it carry live 
— events. 
The 18-minute SNN pilot 
» whizzes along, opens with 
headline stories, shifts to 
©» quick on-the-scene game pre- 
views and updates, then 
serves a mix of ‘“‘who’s hot, 
who’s not” stats, sports trivia 
and short features. 

How does ESPN feel 
about this upstart? Says Chris 
LaPlaca, ESPN’s director of 
communications, ‘‘Obvious- 
ly, we're in a competitive 
marketplace. But competition 
only makes us better.”’ 
aa —Barry Shapiro 
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ON DECK 
RICHARD J. ENGA 


Right Wing... °6-foot... 168 
pounds... 17 years old... goes by 
“RJ.” ... was Team Colorado’s leading 
scorer in his age bracket from 1983 to 
1988, averaging 40 goals a season... 
transferred from Arapahoe High School 
(Arapahoe, Colorado) to Culver Military 
Academy (Culver, Indiana) in 1988 to 
play more hockey games... was Cul- 
ver’s leading scorer last season, with 82 
points (39 goals and 43 assists) in 38 
games... currently maintains a B aver- 
age... scored two goals and added 
four assists during the national Select 
17 camp this summer in Colorado 
Springs... named to national Hockey 
USA team that played against Canada 
and the Soviet Union at Lake Placid in 
August... father, Dick, is a tight ends 
coach for the Air Force Academy foot- 
ball team... expected to go in the first 
four rounds of the hockey amateur draft. 
HOW IT BEGAN: Switched from figure 
skating to hockey at age 5 after attend- 
ing Air Force-St. Olaf College hockey 
game. 

AT HIS BEST: In 1988, Enga scored a hat 
trick to help Team Colorado beat the 
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Alaska All-Stars, 3-1, for the Western 
Regional championship in their age 
bracket. 

AWARDS: Named team MVP for Arapa- 
hoe High School in 1987 after scoring 


28 goals in 20 games... was also 
named MVP of the Western Regional 
Championship game in 1988. 

SELF EVALUATION: ‘I compare my hock- 
ey skills to Steve Yzerman of the Detroit 
Red Wings. I'ma good scorer with good 
speed and I pass very well. I really don’t 
like body checking, but I’m not afraid to 
go in the corner and tangle with some- 
body.” 

THOSE WHO KNOW: “R.J. reminds me 
of Joe Mullen of the Calgary Flames,” 
says Bob Owen, director of amateur 
scouting for the Los Angeles Kings. 
‘‘He’s a good skater for a kid his age and 
he knows how to get in the open and 
score his share of goals.” 

“One on one, nobody can match his 

scoring abilities,”’ says Al Clark, coach of 
the Culver Military Academy. “Along 
with his many goals, he’s a great penalty 
killer, too.” 
GOALS: ‘It would be a lifelong dream to 
play in the NHL and be an integral part 
of many Stanley Cup teams. But I want 
to have an education to fall back on.” 


ETA: 1992 


| Get A Taste 
Of Professional Football. 
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BYTE-SIZED BASEBALL 


The favorite obsession of couch pota- 
toes in the 90s might be neither Rotis- 
serie League Baseball nor Nintendo 
computer games, but a high-tech toy 
with the best elements of both. 

Interactive Network, Inc., of Califor- 
nia’s Silicon Valley is testing a “two-way 
TV” system that would let fans compete 
with each other for prizes by predicting 
strategic moves in actual major league 
games. For instance, a fan would earn 
points by correctly predicting when 
Rickey Henderson would try to steal or 
when Vince Coleman would attempt to 
bunt, punching his guess into a lap-top 
computer, which would then send his 
score to a central computer that would 
identify winners. 

Call it baseball, the home version. 
But, because the answers would be 
transmitted on FM radio subcarriers as 
well as TV signals, a fan could even play 
the game at the ballpark. 

“The whole idea,’’ says David Al- 
worth, baseball’s director of publishing 
and information systems, ‘‘is for arm- 
chair managers to put their strategic 
skills down on paper—or, I suppose, on 
microchips.” 

The game, still unnamed, is the brain- 


TENNIS, EVERYONE? 


Alarmed by the precipitous decline in 
the American tennis presence on the in- 
ternational scene, the United States Ten- 
nis Association has at last instituted a na- 
tional player development program, ini- 
tially budgeted at $6.5 million and 
loosely modeled on the highly successful 
projects in Australia, Sweden and Czech- 
oslovakia. With a national coaching staff, 
four regional training centers and a 
scouting network, the USTA hopes to 
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child of David Lockton, 52, an Ivy 
League-educated telecommunications 
and cable TV exec who founded Interac- 
tive Network, Inc., two years ago. Its 
technology was developed in 1980 by 
another Lockton firm, Dataspeed, to 
transmit stock prices. 

Playing won't be inexpensive. Lock- 
ton plans to sell the special computers 
for ‘$350 to $400” and charge ‘‘token”’ 
fees for telephone data transmissions. 
But, he says, ‘our research indicates at 
least 10 million people would buy this at 
that price’ when sales begin next April. 


develop young players into top pros. 

Yet, many tennis observers wonder if 
the USTA’s inner city scouts will lure fu- 
ture Michael Jordans or Carl Lewises to 
tennis, or if its country club bureaucrats 
will merely produce dozens of Aaron 
Krickstein clones. 

One of the skeptics is Len Weingart, 
a communications consultant from Port 
St. Lucie, Florida, who has started a tal- 
ent development plan of his own. A 
maverick who seems more interested in 
one-on-one results than in grandiose 
press releases, Weingart claims the US- 
TA is “‘looking only at developing kids 
who've been able to afford tennis les- 
sons since the ages of 6 and 7. What 
about the millions of kids who have ath- 
letic potential but who don’t come from 
affluent backgrounds?” 

Weingart has designed a pilot pro- 
gram, financed by tennis gear manufac- 
turer FIM Sports, to scout gifted young 
athletes who've never played tennis, 
give them the latest in high-tech equip- 
ment and crash training programs, and 
prepare them for pro careers. 
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His first subject was 13-year-old Flori- | 


da football and basketball star Irvin 


Under an agreement signed in March, 
Lockton will take care of the hardware 
and Major League Baseball Properties 
will design the game, careful to avoid 
gambling connotations (fat chance, 
knowing sports fans). Lockton says cor- 
porate sponsors will provide the prizes. 

Baseball might be only the beginning. 
The inventors see the “‘interactive’’ de- 
vices being used not only for sports, but 
to allow TV viewers to take part in game 
shows and public opinion polls on sub- 
jects ranging from politics to soap opera 
plots. —Kevin Modesti 


Jones, who’d never even picked up a 
racket until last summer when he spent 
several weeks at the Hopman Tennis 
Camp. Weingart hoped to continue the 
project with several more kids this sum- 
mer, corporate backing permitting. Al- 
though he’s “‘not overjoyed’ by Jones’ 
progress, Weingart says, “‘At this point, 
we’re not so much interested in individ- 
ual results as in discovering the best pro- 
totype—the kind of kid who'll benefit 
most from this approach.” 

His second subject—16-year-old high 
schooler Stevenson Rosslow, who spent 
part of the summer at the famous Green- 
lefe facilities—already shows more po- 
tential than Jones. ‘‘He’s from an aca- 
demically gifted student program,’ 
Weingart says. ‘“‘We’ve discovered 
through trial and error that you need a 
proper balance between intelligence and 
physical skills to produce the best tennis 
players.” 

A sample of two isn’t a heckuva lot to 
go on, and the robojock implications are 
mildly disturbing, but hey, the worst 
that can happen is that the members of 
Weingart’s hit squad will get free vaca- 
tions. —Ross Wetzsteon 
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HARD BARGAINERS 


“T’ve never thought 
of myself that way,”’ 
says Mike Brown, assis- 
tant general manager 
of the Cincinnati Ben- 
gals, when informed that he has a repu- 
tation as one of the toughest salary nego- 
tiators in sports. “I just do my job.” 
What makes a tough negotiator? Ac- 
cording to Mike Childers, who repre- 
sents the Bengals’ Mike Martin and the 
Cleveland Browns’ Ozzie Newsome and 
Kevin Mack, “They fully utilize their ne- 
gotiating leverage to their greatest ex- 
tent and sometimes excessively, which 
forces me to do likewise."’ 
Football executives, operating without 
a real free-agency system, dominate the 
“tough” lists. ‘Football now is like what 
baseball used to be,’’ one prominent 
agent says of the negotiating process. 
Brown’s name comes up often when 
top agents are queried about hard deal- 
ers. Leigh Steinberg, who represents 50 
NEL and 25 baseball clients, says Brown 
is ‘combative, very tough, direct and 
challenging in personal statements, with 
a wicked sense of humor. Smaller 
amounts of money make a larger differ- 
ence to him. He'll fight on every level.”’ 
George Young, of the New York Gi- 


THE SKI TEAM FUMBLES, 
THE NFL RECOVERS 
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_ aes. T 
ants, is tough because of his integrity 3 
and disarming charm; agents have trou- fe 
ble playing hardball with him. George $ 
Andrews, who represents Giants line- 2 
backer Carl Banks, says, ‘He will offer 5 


you a C-plus contract early, not a D con- 
tract like other guys, but will sit on that 
and move up to a B-minus deal only af- 
ter a lot of negotiations.”’ 

The Minnesota Vikings’ Mike Lynn is 
another tough guy, says Steinberg. ‘“‘He 
is merciless in enforcing his team’s pay 
policy.” 

For free agent baseball stars, front-of- 
fice leverage is almost reduced to “‘trad- 
ing the player to a city where he doesn’t 
want to play,’’ says Montreal Expos GM 
Dave Dombrowski. Still, the Los An- 
geles Dodgers’ GM Fred Claire is re- 
garded as the toughest in baseball by 
many. One agent who requested ano- 
nymity says, ‘‘He has his limits and is 
willing to say good-bye to a player."’ 

New York Mets official Al Harazin al- 
so drives a hard bargain, says Childers, 
who has represented Keith Hernandez 


After two of its worst years in alpine 
competition, the U.S. Ski Team is trying 
a new tactic—theft from the NFL. 

Injuries have created a philosophy 
that skiers can stay healthier if they train 
like football players. Coaches are putting 
their charges through conditioning 
courses similar to NFL camps. 

To kick off the current ski season, the 
team gathered at its headquarters in 
Park City, Utah, for five days of football 
drills and verbal abuse. On a typical day 
at a local football field packed with 
skiers, men and women ran through 
“‘suicides,’’ a combination of sprints, 
push-ups and jumps. 

Says John Atkins, U.S. Ski Team di- 
rector of conditioning, ““Most ski inju- 
ries take place when the athlete becomes 
fatigued. We can avoid those injuries if 
we build muscle endurance. Football 
drills are good because they have the 
same leg and body angles as skiing.” 

In 1984 the alpine men’s and wom- 


and Sid Fernandez. ‘‘Al lets [arbitration] 
deadlines come into play. He doesn’t 
give you any counter-offers. He settles 
at the last second.”’ 

Los Angeles Lakers owners—Jack 
Kent Cooke and his successor, Jerry 
Buss—provided challenges in the NBA. 
“It got to the point where we were argu- 
ing over several thousand dollars,’’ An- 
drews says of negotiating Magic John- 
son’s first contract with Cooke. And 
Buss, described by some as a ‘‘walking 
calculator,’ has almost instantaneous re- 
call of figures. 

Negotiating horror stories, common 
in the days when Joe DiMaggio and 
Mickey Mantle were offered huge pay 
cuts after great seasons, are far and few 
between now. But they do still occur. A 
few years ago, says one agent, “‘A player 
[in the NBA] had a six-year guaranteed 
contract and wanted a $50,000 loan 
from his club. In return, the club made 
him give up the last four guaranteed 
years. Six months later, he was cut.” 

—George Castle 


en’s teams posted their best Olympic re- 
sults in 20 years with three gold and two 
silver medals. After winning four more 
medals at the 1985 world champion- 
ships, team performances went into a 
slump culminating at the 1988 Winter 
Games; no American skier placed higher 

than ninth. Injury was a major culprit. 
To whip the teams into shape, Atkins 
recruited ex-Green Bay Packer Mike 
McCoy, a defensive back from 1976 to 
1984. ‘There are a lot of football tech- 
niques in skiing: hip movement, feet 

placement and balance,’ says McCoy. 
So far, says Atkins, the new approach 
has helped cut knee injuries by 60 per- 
cent. The payoff may be even better for 
the next generation of skiers. At this 
year’s World Junior Championships, 
where the world’s best 17- to 19-year- 
old skiers competed, Americans won 
eight medals, more than any other coun- 
try. If these athletes stay injury-free, 
American skiers may go to the 1992 
Winter Games with some of the best 

chances ever to bring home the gold. 
—Ron King 


V, they say, adds weight. The 
ot ges translated into electrons, is 

supposed to take on an extra 10 
or 15 pounds. But here is Dan Dierdorf, 
sitting at a table in one of the two Dier- 
dorf & Hart’s restaurants he owns in St. 
Louis with former Cardinals’ teammate 
Jim Hart, seeming much, much larger 
than he does in the booth for ABC Mon- 
day Night Football. 

Even his voice is big; it booms in the 
pre-lunch-rush quiet of the back dining 
room. It’s a volume that comes from his 
size, partly, but also from his enthusiasm 
for everything we discuss, especially old- 


time, no-guts-no-glory football. 
Dierdorf, who is in his third season as 
an analyst on Monday Night Football, was 
raised in Canton, Ohio, in the shadow of 
the Football Hall of Fame. Given his size 
as a kid—6-3, 250 when he was a 10th 
grader—and the Buckeye state’s football 
fervor, Dierdorf couldn’t not play the 
game. An outstanding high school line- 
man, he went on to play for ““Bump”’ El- 
liott and Bo Schembechler at Michigan, 
where he was an All-America in his sen- 
ior year. In 1971, the Cardinals took 
him in the second round. From then un- 
til 1979, when he suffered a knee injury, 
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Dierdorf made a reputation as perhaps 
the outstanding offensive lineman of his 
era. He was All-Pro five times in the 
1970s, named by his peers as the top of- 
fensive lineman of '76,'77 and '78, and 
he was voted to the league’s Team of the 
Decade. 

But Dierdorf was more than mere 
quarterback protection. He had a certain 
intelligence that served him well when 
he had to leave the game. 

“T saw a lot of [guys] who had played 
10 and 12 years who hadn't invested 
half an hour planning what they were 
going to do when they were out of the 
game,” he says. ‘I had this dream of sit- 
ting on the curb in front of Busch Stadi- 
um and wanting to get back in and they 
wouldn’t let me because I wasn’t playing 
anymore. I was petrified about not 
knowing what I would be doing.” 

And so, in 1974, not yet even in his 
prime, Dierdorf went to work for 
KMOX radio doing a talk show with 
Cardinals quarterback Hart. Dierdorf 
was planning for the future. 

In 1979, at the age of 30, Dierdorf’s 
career almost ended. He blew out a 
knee and the doctors said he would nev- 
er play again. But he came back and was 
even All-Pro the following season. ‘‘I 


“IT WILL ALWAYS 
BELIEVE THAT 
THE GAME I5 
THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 
THING 
HAPPENING ON 


>A MONDAY 


NIGHT." 
By Joseph Schuster 
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A quarterback never looks good flaton his back. 


Joe Montana, Quarterback 
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probably didn’t deserve it,’’ he says. “I 
did it on reputation only. I was a one- 
legged ballplayer hobbling around.” 

Dierdorf finally gave up the game af- 
ter the 1983 season, the same year in 
which he re-injured his knee. ‘‘I wish I 
could have played longer without being 
injured,”’ he says. “‘I would have liked to 
have gone to 10 or 12 Pro Bowls, put 
together that kind of streak. At the same 
time, I have to admit how extremely for- 
tunate I’ve been. Here I am, on Monday 
Night Football. The only real regret I 
have about being injured is that it'll 
probably cost me getting into the Hall of 
Fame. I think I was someone to be con- 
sidered. But I played four years on one 
leg, and I’m concerned too many voters 
will have that image of me.”’ 

After retirement, Dierdorf was of- 
fered a job as an analyst for CBS foot- 
ball, but he turned it down in favor of 
staying with KMOX. He wanted to 
work for a network, but he didn’t think 
he was ready. He was, he says, not going 
to be just another ex-jock who parlayed 
a few trophies into a seat in the broad- 
cast booth. Broadcasting was his new ca- 
reer and it was something to train for. 
18 SPORT/DECEMBER 1989 


“There’s an educational experience 
that you have to undergo if you’re going 
to be any good,” says Dierdorf. ‘Rather 
than go do television and do half-a-doz- 
en games, which is what some first-year 
analysts get, I decided I’d be better 
served just learning my way around... 
how to get along with a play-by-play an- 
nouncer, learning how to establish a ca- 
maraderie there. It was an excellent de- 
cision, because I did 31 [college and 
pro] football games in the fall of 1984. 
I got invaluable experience.” 

It paid off. In 1985, CBS again asked 
Dierdorf to work as an analyst. He ac- 
cepted, and went to work in the very 
considerable shadow of John Madden. 

““Madden was a trendsetter,’ Dier- 
dorf says. ‘‘Quite frankly, every person 
who works as an analyst probably makes 
more than they would have if [Madden] 
had never become as popular as he 
has... John works at a rival network, 
but I find it extremely hard to find any- 
thing bad to say about him.” 

After two years at CBS, Dierdorf 
moved over to ABC and what he calls 
the top job in the business. And, if he is 
not Madden’s equal in reputation, he’s a 


close second. Polls cite them as the best 
analysts in football. 

It’s no accident that the most popular 
football analysts are former offensive 
linemen, Dierdorf says. (While Madden 
never played professional football, he 
was drafted as an offensive lineman, but 
was injured in rookie camp.) “‘Linemen 
are the only players who really analyze 
the entire field,’’ he says. “We have to 
analyze what we are doing. We take the 
line and we have to know what is going 
on there. Then, by virtue of the fact that 
we are all fans as well as frustrated run- 
ning backs and wide receivers and 
quarterbacks, we study the rest of the 
field as well. You can’t tell me the ma- 
jority of wide receivers really know what 
is happening on the line. They could 
care less. I mean, the only thing they 
know about the line is that they know 
they don’t want to be there.” 

With Dierdorf in the booth on Mon- 
day nights, the broadcasts have a much 
more solid emphasis on football than on 
the human interest melodramas that 
were Howard Cosell’s stock in trade. 

“Soap operas,” Dierdorf calls them. 
“TI will always believe that the game is the 
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“Off the field, | want to be relaxed, comfortable and 
looking good. That’s why | kick back and take it easy 
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most important thing happening on a 
Monday night. My role is not to domi- 
nate with my voice; it is to add pieces 
that help people better understand. As 
an announcer, when you lose sight of 
that fact, you become a little too grandi- 
ose for the medium. A great amount of 
sacrifice goes into what they’re doing on 
the field and you're reluctant to make it 
too much of a light topic.” 

His respect for the game also rises 
from football history and nostalgia, he 
says. ‘I’m much more of a conservative 
traditionalist than a lot of other people. 
I liked the days when a player didn’t 
come out of the ball game. Jim Brown's 
ethic of playing every down, ‘never let 
him know how much you're hurt.’ I 
would love to see situational substitution 
done away with. A very workable rule 
would be that no more than two people 
could enter a game at a time. I mean, I’m 
watching the game we did last Monday 
night, and Chicago makes a substitution 
on a passing down, and only two guys stay 
in the game. They ran nine people in. I 
don’t think that’s what the fan likes. I 
think the fan likes that association with 
knowing who’s going to be in the game. 
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I like those old match-ups. You knew it 
was Sam Huff who was chasing Jimmy 
Brown; you knew it was Jack Lambert 
chasing Pete Johnson. I'd like to get 
back to that.” 

Dierdorf’s sense of tradition also leads 
him to criticize some of today’s players— 
although he won't be specific. 

“T wonder if today’s player is as hun- 
gry and as driven as the players who 
played when they weren’t guaranteed fi- 
nancial security for the rest of their lives. 
I don’t want to generalize. But I am 
afraid that a player who needs to be mo- 
tivated all the time, when you get into a 
certain dollar range, finds a comfort 
zone that is probably a negative on his 
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performance.” 

Dierdorf has to catch a plane so we 
wrap it up. I ask him, ‘‘A lot of other 
guys sat in that third chair on Monday 
nights, including Joe Namath and OJ. 
Simpson. Why have you been such a suc- 
cess, while they were not?” 

“They didn’t hire me because I was a 
Hall of Fame quarterback or a Hall of 
Fame running back,” he says. “I was 
hired because I was a card carrying 
member of the working broadcasters, so 
I had the tools to survive in that environ- 
ment and they didn’t.”’ 

One more question: ‘“When you were 
25, you were already planning for your 
post-football career. Are you doing that 
now, even though, at 40, you’re still 
young in the business?” 

“I don’t see life after Monday Night 
Football,” he says. ‘Everything else I ev- 
er did—college, professional football— 
had a finite date out there that was the 
end. For the first time in my life, I’m on 
my own...I’m finally grown up and 
that’s great.’ * 


Joseph Schuster is a free-lance writer in 
St. Louis, Missouri. 
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COURTESY OF THE NBA 


PRECISION BOMBERS 


PRICE JOHNSON 


AK Hi 1 


HARPER 


MILLER 


How accurate are three-point shooters getting? At the top of this list of last year’s best 
long-distance dialers you'll see percentages that a lot of two-point tossers would envy. 
The percentages parallel the SAPP ratings (Shots’ Average Point Production-in other 
words, points-per-shot). But the importance of SAPP for a three-pointer becomes obvi- 
ous when you consider that a 50 percent two-point shooter (not a terrible percentage) 
has a SAPP rating of 1.0. All of these three-point threats have SAPPs over 1.0, meaning. 
that their three-point efforts were more effective than most two-point shooters. 


PLAYER TEAM ATTEMPTS PCT. SAPP 
1) DALE ELLIS Supersonics 162-339 -478 1.43 
2) MARK PRICE Cavaliers 93-211 441 1.32 
3) HERSEY 
HAWKINS 76ers 71-166 -428 1.28 
4) CRAIG HODGES Suns/Bulls 75-180 417 1.25 
5) EDDIE JOHNSON Suns 71-172 413 1.24 
6) RICKY BERRY Kings 65-160 -406 1.22 
7) REGGIE MILLER Pacers 98-244 -402 1.20 
8) BYRON SCOTT Lakers 77-193 -399 1.20 
9) TRENT TUCKER Knicks 118-296 -399 1.20 
10) ROD HIGGINS Warriors 66-168 -393 1.18 
11) CRAIG EHLO Cavaliers 39-100 -390 1.17 
12) RUSS SCHOENE Supersonics 42-110 -382 1.15 
13) MICHAEL 
COOPER Lakers 80-210 381 1.14 
14) DANNY AINGE Celtics/Kings 116-305 -380 1.14 
15) JACK SIKMA Bucks 82-216 -380 1.14 
16) ERIC FLOYD Rockets 109-292 373 1.12 
17) CHRIS MORRIS Nets 64-175 -366 1.10 
18) MIKE McGEE Nets 93-255 -365 1.09 
19) TERRY PORTER Trail Blazers 79-219 -361 1.08 
20) SCOTT BROOKS 76ers 55-153 -359 1.08 
21) KENNY SMITH Kings 46-128 .359 1.08 
22) MICHAEL ADAMS Nuggets 166-466 -356 1.07 
23) DEREK HARPER Mavericks 99-278 «356 1.07 
24) RICHARD 
ANDERSON Trail Blazers 49-141 -348 1.04 
25) GLENN RIVERS Hawks 43-124 -347 1.04 


Based on 100-attempt minimum 


giving Patrick Ewing more mano a mano 
situations. Says Knicks’ new coach Stu 
Jackson, “‘It opens up the spacing for our 
big men.” 

To fully exploit its potential a team 
needs at least two marksmen and one or 
more dominant low-post players. Hous- 
ton’s Akeem Olajuwon had gone for on- 
ly 19 home runs going into this season— 
and missed all but one. Yet he’s every 


The Celtics brought strategic air 
command to the NBA-—Bird’s distance 
missiles (top) cleared the paint for 
Parish’s inside attack. 
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bit as important to Rocket launching as 
Sleepy Floyd (109-for-292 last year). 
Why? Because teams that combine inte- 
rior and perimeter strengths force de- 
fenses to confront dismal options. Look 
at the great Celtics teams of a few years 
ago. Double-team Robert Parish or Ke- 
vin McHale down low and Danny Ainge 
or Larry Bird would murder you from 
outside. 

Says Denver broadcaster Dan Issel, 
“The old NBA was dominated by big 
men, which made sense. If a basket from 
three feet counts the same as one from 
20 feet, you had better be shooting from 
three feet.”’ 

Naturally, defenses used to be geared 
to stopping dinosaurs. But add a point 
per bomb and you can’t afford to let 
Ainge fire away. 


THE ANATOMY 
OF A SAPP 


Simple math shows that hitting 33 per- 
cent of threes pays off as well as 50 per- 
cent accuracy of twos. Since coaches love 
fancy terms to define their stats, we 
hereby introduce the Shots’ Average 
Point Production, or SAPP—also a good 
moniker for those who don’t use the 
weapon. 

SAPP measures the points-per-shot av- 
erage generated from either side of the 
line. Multiply one’s shooting percentage 
by two for inside shots and by three for 
bombs. Last season, NBA teams had a 
combined SAPP rating of .968 on three- 
pointers and .979 for conventional field 
goals. Despite the near deadlock, only 
7.9 percent of all shots taken from the 
floor were long ones. 

Our biggest SAPP is former Coach 
Hubie Brown, who served time in the 
ABA—although you'd never know it. 
According to SAPP stats for his 1985-86 
Knicks, they compiled a 1.03 payoff on 
threes and 0.93 on twos. Despite being 
second in bomb accuracy, (.343) they 
were 13th in attempts (2.9 per game). 

The reluctance hurt the Knicks. 
Brown's club scored only 42 more 
points via the three than their foes. With 
slightly less shooting accuracy, Rick Pi- 
tino’s 1989 squad picked up a net of 
+702. That's eight extra points per 
night. Brown's team lost 18 times by six 
points or less, and his broadcasting ca- 
reer was launched. 

Similarly, SAPP says Seattle should 
start a Sonic boom, With Dale Ellis 
(1.43) leading the charge, they scored 
1.4 points per home run compared to 
only 0.98 from inside. Yet 89.6 percent 
of their shots were two-pointers. Al- 
though Sacramento got a king’s ransom 
on bombs (1,12) compared to conven- 
tional shots (0.94), 88.8 percent of their 
attempts were for two points. 


PAST AS PROLOGUE 


Coaches should hit their history 
books. The 1970-71 Pacers of the ABA 
were 58-26 despite netting 160 fewer 
conventional field goals than their ABA 
foes. Their average margin of 119-113 
owed to a 306-118 edge from behind 
the line, a bonus of 6.7 points per con- 
test. 

Along with the Pacers, the ABA’s Co- 
lonels gave the shot initial credibility. At 
Kentucky, Issel played in tandem with 
seven-footer Artis Gilmore down low, 
while Darel Carrier and Louie Dampier 
sniped from the perimeter. Bird & Com- 
pany showed the NBA a similar offen- 
sive balance in the ’80s. 

But the NBA despised borrowing 
from the lesser league. Says Milwaukee 
coach Del Harris, “There was tremen- 


BADDEST BOMBER: 
Since the start of the 
three-point era in 1979- 
80, Larry Bird’s been 
the best. It’s not just 
his career 1.06 SAPP. 
It’s how he uses the 
home run ball to do a 
little of everything— 
mainly win. 


REIGNING CHAMP: 
Seattle’s Dale Ellis took 
the three to new zones 
last year, leading the 
league with a .478 per- 
centage (1.43 SAPP). 
But Michael Adams 
made more of them 
(166 to Ellis’s 162), 
because he led the 
league in attempts with 
an astounding 466, 
more than 10 teams. 


STREAKERS: Danny 
Ainge, Sacramento/ 
Boston (career: 406- 
1051/1.16), and Mich- 
ael Adams, Denver 
(333-950/1.05). 
Adams’ 166 homers 
last winter also put him 
ahead of 10 other 
teams. 


UNDERRATED: Jon 

Sundyold, Miami (48- 
92/1.57), and second: 
year pro Chris Morris, 
New Jersey (64- 
17571.10). 


given the 
Heat's ice- 


dous initial resistance. We'd been taught 
that offenses get the ball down low. 
Then came this rule to reward you for 
doing just the opposite.” 

Conventional wisdom dismisses the 
three-pointer as part of any offensive 
game plan. Conventional wisdom says 
you don’t get their big men in foul trou- 
ble with threes. CW is wrong. An effec- 
tive three-point attack is a proven deter- 
rent to doubling Ds. Added one-on-one 
action down low equals more fouls be- 
ing drawn when the ball does enter the 
paint. In six of the past seven seasons, 
the team that led the NBA in three-point 
tries took more foul shots than their op- 
ponents. 

Okay, concedes CW, but missed 
bombs end up as easy hoops at the other 
end. Wrong again. 

Today’s guards combine athleticism, 


cold inside game that 
forces many of his at- 
tempts to come on the 
run after dashing be- 
hind screens. A danger- 
ous clutch shooter, 
Morris used threes at 
the buzzer twice in an 
eight-day span to send 
into OT games against 
the Mavs and the Lak- 
ers that the Nets even- 
tually won. 


WORST: Last season 
the Malones gave new 
meaning to the word 
“‘miss’’—Washington’s 
Jeff (1-19) and Adan- 
ta's Moses, whose doz- 
en misfires left his ca- 
reer mark at 3-53. 
Guards who come up 
short: Spud Webb (1- 
22), Muggsy Bogues 
(1-13) and Mo Cheeks 
(1-13). Dishonorable 
mention also goes to 
the Celtics’ Dennis 
Johnson (7-50), Reggie 
Lewis (3-22) and Jim 
Paxson (4-24). 


UGLIEST: When it 
comes to.the league's 
most awkward heave, 
stats (20-91/.659) 
hardly do justice to Ma- 
nute Bol (pictured). 
With form that would 
~~. make a chiropractor 
~~ 9 ? 
* | cringe, Bol throws up 

, * what Del Harris calls, 
)*A shor that comes at 
/ you from about four 
different directions.” 

=—DF. 


aggressiveness, and altitude to chase 
down misses. Harris’ stats show his 
Bucks get a greater percentage of offen- 
sive rebounds on their threes than on 
any other shot. 

Not every brick can be saved, how- 
ever. The worst three to miss is also the 
easiest to make. With the line 21 inches 
closer from the corner than up top, it’s 
the best percentage shot. But most re- 
bounds go off to the other side, thus 
negating the need to box out on the 
shooter. 

Teams such as the Lakers rarely at- 
tempt to block it. Their defender zooms 
past the shooter and up court to lead a 
fast break in the opposite direction. To 
counter that counter, offensive players 
off the ball maintain depth in their spac- 
ing to allow them to play better transi- 
tion defense. 

New three-point tactics are most evi- 
dent in how teams create home run op- 
portunities. The most favored approach 
is to get the ball to an offensive threat 
near the rim. If Option No. 1 of the in- 
side shot is taken away, the ball is kicked 
out for the three. Guard penetration and 
kick-out is another popular tool. Either 
way, quick ball movement to negate 
zone-style, double-teaming defenses, is 
key. 


FUTURE SHOCK 


The three is raging in the NBA. Last 
season, teams launched nearly twice as 
many attempts as they had three seasons 
before. Accuracy is also up, from one-in- 
four in 1984 to one-in-three now. Sign 
of the times: The Lakers had three dif- 
ferent players hit more homers last win- 
ter than the entire team made in each of 
the rule’s first five seasons. 

And we've only seen the tip of the ice- 
berg with the three-pointer. The three is 
now an integral part of the school game, 
and youngsters are growing up on the 
shot. Glen Rice enters the pros with a 
college SAPP far superior on threes 
(1.55) than on twos (1.21). Basketball 
internationalism will also drive the 
trend—Europeans, especially Yugoslavs, 
love it. 

Kings coach Jerry Reynolds predicts 
his club will greatly up their previous av- 
erage of 10 attempts per night. “‘The 
ideal number changes according to your 
team’s skills,’’ he says, “but 20 to 25 a 
game is certainly feasible.” 

Compare that figure to Dallas having 
led the league with only 5.4 per game as 
recently as 1985-86. Then came Rick. 
Pitino’s pumpers expedited the undeni- 
able trend. Last season, 16 NBA teams 
dropped more bombs than that °85-86 
Mavs squad. 

In calculating a team's production-per- 
shot, the mere threat of the three is in- 
timidating. McHale was a non-factor last 


season, but not because of age or dimin- 
ishing skills. With Bird injured and 
Ainge gone to Sacramento, the paint in 
Boston Garden was too crowded. 

In the '87-88 season the Celtics had a 
three-point SAPP of 1.15 and garnered 
483 more points from the shot than their 
opponents. Last season they dropped to 
0.76 and 165 fewer. The result was a de- 
crease in the shooting percentages of 
both McHale (60.4 percent to 54.6 per- 
cent) and Parish (58.9 percent to 57.0 
percent). 

The three can also be used to dictate 
an up-tempo style. The sun rarely sets on 
Phoenix or Golden State because taking 
threes speeds up the game. Says Sacra- 
mento’s Reynolds, “‘It’s basically a pres- 
sure offense. It creates situations where 
the other team is almost forced to run 
the ball.’”’ 


ENTERTAINMENT 
TONIGHT 


The three wins games. It also brings in 
fans. The more long-range shooting, the 
more wide-open the style, the better the 
entertainment. 

Observes Issel, ‘““At the time of the 
merger, an NBA game was like watch- 
ing paint dry. You had seven-footers 
leaning on each other and people walk- 
ing the ball up the court. Today’s NBA 
is like the ABA except that teams can al- 
so go inside because you also have good 
big men. It’s far more entertaining, 
which is a big reason for the NBA’s re- 
surgence.”’ 

Look for a lot more bombing in the 
future. Predicts ex-great Rick Barry, 
now a TBS announcer, “‘It’s going to be 
like what happened to field goals when 
soccer-style kickers took over. It 
changed football. In the future you'll see 
a more wide-open style, an added zest.” 

Perhaps that’s why Reynolds wants 
five men on the floor who can hit a 
bomb. “‘It’s part of the package now,’ 
he says. “I doubt there will be a champi- 
onship team in the 1990s that doesn’t 
really shoot it.” 

Lakers GM Jerry West disagrees: “It’s 
conceivable that a good team would nev- 
er have to shoot them. How many cham- 
pionships did we win without it?” 

Lots, Jerry, but the Celtics of the ’60s 
won without having to dunk a ball. 
When Manute Bol can make a three, is 
there any doubt about where hoops is 
headed? * 


Dan Herbst is a free-lance writer who lives 
in Yorktown Heights, New York. 


NO SNOO3 


3 Miami’s Jon Sundvold is a small guy 
= who hits big from the outside. 


| Don’t miss The Great Stuff 
=, when Michael Jordan moves 
\ to a new cable channel, TNT. 

All Stars. All Teams. 


All Action. All Season. 


TURNER NETWORK | TELEVISION 


If you don’t have TNT and cable television, contact your cable company today. 


| 


Half the tun of owning - 
ithas nothing 
todowith drivingit. 


Not that we don’t appreciate it, but you 
could be outside having a great time in- 
stead of sitting here reading a magazine. 

If you had a Power Ram 50, for example, 
you could haul an ATV to the mountains 
and find out how long it takes to get mud 
in your tube socks. Or pack enough camp- 
ing, scuba and fishing gear to rodeo from 
Death Valley to Tierra del Fuego. 

Not that you have 
to go out of your way 


You can take more tents in the bed 
than you'll own in your lifetime. As 
- long as you fold them up first. 


to have a good time. Unless 
you want to. Because Power 
Ram 50 is very comfortable 
On cross-country escape 
routes. Besides, with 

. 4-wheel drive and an 
available V-6, it powers 
Ou Wi ee his through dirt, sludge 
Heme rhein onthe shore and sand as neatly as 
your average midget bulldozer. 

Which, despite all this snap- 
py prose, is a lot more fun to do 
than read about. 

The tough new spirit of Dodge. 


Are you still sitting here reading? The last thing we're going to say is buckle up for safety. 
hat's it. Now get going. 


ACROSS 


1. Country singer McEntire 
5 Three-time Wimbledon champ Bueno 

10. Arrowhead Stadium player 

15. All excited 

16. Iditarod locale 

18. Adjective for William Perry 

19. Ex-Celtics guard White 

20. Baseballer who became a pro golfer: 2 
wds. 

22. Santa ______, California 

23. That sloop 

24. Appropriate 

25. Half of CCCII 

27. Double-team during a press 

31. Original Colt .45 Roman 

36. Posed a question 

38. Spectrum player, for short 

40. “Paper Lion” star 

41. Manager in the news in '89 

42. Fifties pitcher who played pro 
basketball: 2 wds. 

45. USC athlete 

48. Brother of Joe and Vince 

49. Bill Bradley's title: Abbr. 

50. _____. out (move away from the inside 
rail, in horse racing) 

52. Bullring cheer 

53. Performed 

56. Ezzard Charles beat him in '51 

57. Kind of kick 

59. Only member of both the Baseball and 
Football Halls of Fame: 2 wds. 

66. Cotton Bowl winner in '89 

67. Kind of cheese 

68. Where Matt Biondi won the gold 

70. Compare 

71. “THE TOUGH NEW —_____. OF DODGE” 

74, “__. Arabian Nights” 

75. Business conference: Abbr. 

76. South American resort city 

78. Prefix for title or winner 

80. Namath, in his last NFL appearance 

83. This Yankees outfielder played in the 
Rose Bowl and World Series: 2 wds. 

90. Start of Hamlet's speech: 2 wds. 

91. Billion-selling cookies 

92. —_____. of Liberty play 

93. Take a risk 

94. AL Rookie of the Year in ’62 

4 Rodeoer’s wear 
6. Interceptions or completions 


1. Indian prince 
2. Designer von Furstenberg 


1990 DODGE DAYTONA SHELBY 
Powered by a 174 horsepower, intercooled, variable nozzle turbo engine, it’s 
what we in the industry refer to as imminent departure. 


DODGE 


SPORT WORD 


PUZZLE 


TWO-SPORT STARS 


Puzzle answers on page 88 
Puzzle by Stanley Newman 


. Major leaguer who won the Heisman 


Trophy: 2 wds. 


. In the past 


———. weight (be eligible for a wres- 
tling division) 


. Warnings 

. Played a ground game 

. Suffix meaning “sort of” 

. Alias: Abbr. 

. One of the Boyer brothers 

. Lanier or Newhouser 

. Tax-collecting agency: Abbr. 

. Self-image 

. Marshiand 

. Parseghian 

. Tachometer reading: Abbr. 

. Stayed out of view 

. Actor Cobb: 2 wds. 

. Fishing equipment 

. What Steinbrenner does to managers 
. Goose's digs 

. Stephenson of the LPGA 

. Big Ten team: Abbr. 

. Orange drink 

. The “___. Hey” Kid (Mays) 

. Rooney and Modell 

. Angry 

. Hire a decorator 

. Freedom Bowl loser in '88: Abbr. 
. Sign of the future 

. Former Giants outfielding family 
. Unable to move 

. Yaks away 

. This basketball All-America won a major 


league MVP award: 2 wds. 


. Not playing today 
. Sixties pitcher Chance 


up (don the uniform) 


. Musburger’s network 
. European skling spot 
. Aloha Bow! souvenir 
. “Ben 
. Vowel sequence 

. Aussie jumper, for short 
. Twosome 

. The batting order 

. K-O connection 

. Lou Holtz’s team 

. Reason for overtime 

. Simpson and namesakes 
. Change for a five 

. “Cadabra” preceder 

. Track competition 

. Write a quick note 

. Incoming plane: Abbr. 

. Middling grade 

. Tyson's specialty 

. And so on: Abbr. 

. Slangy refusal 

. Train stop: Abbr. 

|. Six-point plays 


” 


4 ten, 
Ter tens 
rene 

tags 


PPPOE D OD 
dd eae ee 
ddd a oe 
SPEER EAFE DR Deve ee 
SOPH ER OO PC AEN Ce 
SAF ORPEAEEEEELE CEM OM Oe 
dd a ne 
Pea ae ee ee 
SOP ORB BEET 
Gree ee ris 


. 


oe 


ae | 
RRersyees 
LESS SNAAS OSS 
SEEN SN ENN ED NES 
SVAN AS BR BAN ESE 
SENATE RASS SAR 


28 SPORT/DECEMBER 1989 


CROWD SCENE: RON VESELY 


we weighted a point system to place a 
premium on consistent achievement as 
of the beginning of this season. 


@ Winning Percentage As of the begin- 
ning of this season, only the consistent 
winners need apply. We awarded one 
point for every percentage point (ties 
were computed as half-won and _half- 
lost). Even a program which had won 
several national championships would 
have had a hard time making the survey 
without a high winning percentage. 
Notre Dame’s was tops at .757. Georgia 
Tech (.594) was the only team to sneak 
in under the .G00 mark. 


@ National Championships All national 
championships weren’t created equally, 
so we didn’t count them equally. Before 
the wire services began polling sports 
journalists (AP, 1936) and coaches 
(UPI, 1950), myriad surveys conducted 
by many different means annually 
named national champions. So for the 
purpose of our rankings, we considered 
the six most recognized pre-1936 sur- 
veys (Helms, Parke Davis, Dickinson, 
Dunkel, Williamson, Litkenhous) and 
awarded points on a two-tiered scale: 30 
points for selection by two or more, 20 
points for selection by one. In rewarding 
modern-day national titles, we utilized a 
three-tiered scale: 35 points for a unani- 
mous AP/UPI selection, 30 points for 
selection by one wire service, and 20 
points for a championship awarded by 
two other recognized sources, the Amer- 
ican Football Coaches Association 
(Grantland Rice Award) and the Na- 
tional Football Foundation and Hall of 
Fame (McArthur Bowl Trophy). 


© Wire Service Rankings For each ap- 
pearance in one or both of the AP and 
UPI surveys, a program was awarded 
points on an inverted scale from second 
to 20th place: 19 points for second, 18 
for third, etc.—the same scoring system 
used by the surveys themselves. If the 
polls differed on a given team, it was 
awarded the higher ranking. 


@ Perfect Seasons That rarest of 
achievements, a perfect full season of at 
least eight games, was awarded 10 
points. 


® Bowl Appearances Each bid to one of 
the Big Four (Rose, Cotton, Sugar, Or- 
ange) was good for eight points; an ap- 
pearance in any other post-season game 
recognized by the NCAA earned five 
points. 

Behind the numbers are the people 
who made them attainable. Each pro- 
gram’s success story is rooted in a special 
moment of triumph, failure or frustra- 
tion. USC once dropped football and re- 
placed it with rugby. But the clever 
salesmanship of an athletic official’s wife 
propelled the Trojans to national promi- 
nence... in football. In the depression 
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years, Pittsburgh dominated the East. 
But a struggle for control of the pro- 
gram threw the Panthers into the pits for 
35 years. In 1968-69, Penn State won 
29 straight games. But Joe Paterno’s 
Lions were snubbed by the AP, UPI and 
Nixon polls. 
Meet the SPORT All-Time Top 20. 


1/NOTRE DAME 


Points: 1,781 
Record: 671-202-40 (.757) 
National championships: 15 
Top 20 finishes: 39 
Bowl appearances: 14 


On New Year's Day 1925, the Four 
Horsemen, playing together for the final 
time, led Notre Dame to a 27-10 victory over 
Stanford in the Rose Bowl. Elmer Layden 
scored three touchdowns. Harry Stuhldreher 
played three quarters on a broken ankle. But 
back in South Bend, members of the school's 
faculty weren't so impressed. Seems that Fam- 
ine, Pestilence, Destruction and Death, 
among others, had missed more than two 
weeks of class time traveling to and from their 
first bowl game. As a result, the administra- 
tion decided there wouldn't be a second. So 
for the next 45 years, the Irish refused all in- 
vitations. But the abstinence probably hurt 
the bowl structure more than it did Notre 
Dame. Evolving as it was, as a quasi-champi- 
onship season, the bowl system lost prestige 
by not having the game's premier team; until 
the mid-1960s, both wire services awarded 
national championships before the bowls. But 
the way the game looked at the bowl system 
was beginning to change by the time Notre 
Dame broke with long-standing policy and 


AP/WIDE WORLD 


agreed to meet No. | ranked Texas in the 
Cotton Bowl on New Year's Day 1970. Dar- 
rell Royal's Longhorns won the game, 21-17. 
But the bowl game as an institution was the 
big winner. 


2/ALABAMA 


Points: 1,743 
Record: 632-223-43 (.728) 
National championships: 10 
Top 20 finishes: 36 
Bowl appearances: 41 


When Wallace Wade took over the Ala- 
bama program in 1923, baseball was the No. 
1 sport on campus and football tradition was 
non-existent. But in the next eight years, his 
teams would win 61 games, capture three na- 
tional championships and play in three Rose 
Bowls. Wade was so successful, in fact, that he 
became a victim of his own success. In 1930, 
after sub-par seasons of 5-4-1, 6-3 and 6-3, 
some influential alumni began suggesting that 
Wade resign. So he obliged. Before the first 
game of the 1930 season, Wade told his team 
that he would leave at year's end to become 
head coach at Duke. Then he went about the 
business of leading the Tide to a 9-0 record 
and a 24-0 victory over Washington State in 
the Rose Bowl. The humbled alums begged 


“Broadway Joe” came later. First, 
“Beaver Falls Joe” Namath had to lead 
Alabama to a national championship in 


him to stay. But Wade, a proud man, defiant- 
ly refused. 


3/OKLAHOMA 


Points: 1,637 
Record: 621-223-50 (.723) 
National championships: 6 
Top 20 finishes: 38 
Bowl appearances: 29 


Many among the capacity crowd at Colo- 
rado’s Folsom Stadium on Nov. 3, 1956, 
probably were still waiting in line at the con- 
cession stand when Bud Wilkinson made the 
most dramatic call of his career. Four plays in- 
to the third quarter, Wilkinson’s Sooners, 
clinging to the nation’s longest winning 
streak, trailed the Buffaloes, 19-6, and faced 
a 4th-and-1 at their own 28. It was an unusual 
position for Wilkinson and the Sooners. Since 
he took over a downtrodden program in 
1948, his teams had methodically dominated 
the Big Seven and the nation. But on this af- 
ternoon they were being dominated. So it 
probably seemed ridiculous to even the most 
ardent Sooners fans in attendance when Wil- 
kinson left his offense on the field to gamble 
in the shadow of its own goal. But after half- 
back Clendon Thomas spun off right tackle 
for three yards and a first down, momentum 
switched sides and Oklahoma went on to win 
the 36th of an NCAA record 47 straight 
games. 


4/SOUTHERN GAL 


Points: 1,576 
Record: 596-230-49 (.709) 
National championships: 9 
Top 20 finishes: 34 
Bowl appearances: 32 


Early in the century, USC football was so 
bad the school dropped it for three years in 
favor of rugby. But that was before Howard 
Jones and his aide’s wife pulled off a coup. 
Soon after Jones took charge of the listing 
program in 1925, he dispatched graduate 
manager Gwynn Wilson to see Knute Rockne 
about establishing a series with Notre Dame. 
Jones knew USC would have to play and beat 
national powers to become one. Wilson 
caught up to Rockne on a train bound for 
Chicago. Rockne listened to Wilson’s plan 
but finally said no. So they shook hands and 
went back to their respective compartments. 
Little did Rockne know that Wilson's wife, 
Marion, had been selling bis wife, Bonnie, on 
California's weather and sights. So naturally 
when Rockne returned to his compartment, 
Bonnie was all aglow over her anticipated trip 
to Los Angeles. The series began on Dec. 4, 
1926, and served as USC’s springboard to na- 
tional prominence. In 1928, the Trojans up- 
set the Irish, 27-14, to win their first national 
championship. It would be a familiar combi- 
nation. After all, what USC fan could forget 
the day in 1974 when Anthony Davis re- 
turned the second half kickoff 102 yards to 
lead the Trojans to a 55-24 come-from-be- 
hind win over Notre Dame that led to the 
school’s latest title? 


5 
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9/MICHIGAN 


Points: 1,575 
Record: 693-231-33 (.741) 


National championships: 
Top 20 finishes: 37 


Bowl appearances: 20 


fe7) 


It was the big tease. After Michigan capped 
a perfect 1947 season by decking USC, 49-0, 
in the 1948 Rose Bowl, the Wolverines were 
voted No. 1 in a special Associated Press 
post-season poll. But they were vot voted the 


USC’s O.J. Simpson led the Trojans to 
a national title in 1967, then won the 
Heisman Trophy in ’68. 


national champions. Confused? You're not 
alone. In those days, the last poll of the regu- 
lar season was conducted before the bowl 
games. The purpose of the special poll; if not 
to name a national champion, remains a mys- 
tery. But the result was devastating to Michi- 
gan. Since Notre Dame had ‘been ranked 
ahead of Michigan in the final regular season 
poll, the Fighting Irish got to take the No. 1 
Trophy home. Michigan had missed again. 
But it wouldn't be the last time. In the Bo 
Schembechler era, Michigan lost seven of 
eight Rose Bowls, including two that had a 
bearing on the national championship. 


G/OHIO STATE 


Points: 1,441 
Record: 618-249-50 (.701) 


National championships: 7 
Top 20 finishes: 37 
Bowl appearances: 21 


Woody Hayes didn’t make Ohio State a na- 
tional power. The Buckeyes won the 1941 
national championship under Paul Brown. 
But Hayes did take OSU to new heights. In 
28 years he led the Buckeyes to 205 wins, 61 
losses, 10 ties, four national championships 
and 13 Big Ten titles. Plus one unfortunate 
but indelible image. The event which re- 
shaped OSU football on December 29, 1978 
still seems almost unbelievable. You watch 
the tape. You see Woody Hayes repeatedly 
striking Clemson's Charlie Bauman after he 
runs out of bounds. You wish you could erase 
the tape, erase history. Clemson beat Ohio 
State, 17-15, in the Gator Bowl and Hayes, 
the second-winningest coach in Big Ten con- 
ference history, saw his career end in humilia- 
tion. 


7/TEXAS 


Points: 1,415 
Record: 656-249-31 (.717) 


National championships: 3 
Top 20 finishes: 31 
Bowl appearances: 33 


On Texas’ first offensive series in the open- 
ing game of the 1968 season, the Houston 
Cougars watched with amazement as quarter- 
back James Street rolled right, drew the ends 
toward him, and then at the last second 
pitched to a trailing halfback. A couple of 
plays later, after running the fullback up the 
middle, Street rolled left and, with the de- 
fense baited to wait for the pitch, he faked 
and kept running. Ah, the wishbone. Bill 
Yeoman’s Cougars had no way of knowing it, 
but the greatest rushing offense in football 
history was being born that night, crude and 
unrefined though it was. Texas dominated 
Southwest Conference football before and af- 
ter the wishbone but not as completely. Two 
weeks after an inauspicious tie with Houston, 
the "Horns ripped Oklahoma State, 31-3, to 
open a 30-game winning streak with offensive 
coordinator Emory Bellard’s invention. 


3/NEBRASKA 


Points: 1,341 
Record: 625-279-39 (.684) 


National championships: 2 
Top 20 finishes: 29 


Bowl appearances: 27 


Before the 1962 season, the numbers were 
bleak. Three ‘winning seasons since Pearl 
Harbor had turned once proud Nebraska into 
a Big Eight joke. But then coach Bob De- 
vaney took over, and made Nebraska a na- 
tional power by the numbers. Signing 45 or 
more players per year helped the Corn- 
huskers catch up and eventually win consecu- 
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tive national championships in 1970 and '71. 
But in the mid-1970s, the NCAA outlawed 
this tactic. Scholarship limitations forced Ne- 
braska to look at other options to fill in the 
gap, and a new kind of "Husker emerged. 
The walk-on wasn't really new, of course; the 
game was full of late bloomers or players who 
had for some reason eluded scouts. But in the 
"70s, Nebraska became the first team to em- 
phasize the walk-on. As the only football-play- 
ing university in a state of three million, Ne- 
braska had certain advantages—every farm 
kid grew up wanting to play for the Corn- 
huskers. So Nebraska began to encourage the 
brave ones to walk on. As a result, up to 30 
non-scholarship players are now accepted on- 
to the Nebraska roster each year. 


9/PENN STATE 


Points: 1,250 
Record: 629-276-40 (.687) 
National championships: 2 
Top 20 finishes: 28 
Bowl appearances: 25 


Being snubbed by the AP and UPI voters 
is one thing. But in 1969, President Richard 


Nebraska couldn’t charm “The Snake,” 
Kenny Stabler, and the Crimson Tide in 
the 1967 Sugar Bowl. 


Nixon rubbed it in Penn State's face. The 
Nittany Lions had just finished a second con- 
secutive perfect season but were ranked No. 
2 behind Texas in both polls. As if that wer- 
en't bad enough, Nixon, in an effort to com- 
memorate the 100th anniversary of college 
football, presented Texas a plaque as “‘official 
national champion”’ before the bowls. Public 
outcry ensued, and Nixon tried to save face 
by offering to present the Lions with a plaque 
honoring their 29-game unbeaten string. But 
coach Joe Paterno tersely refused. Winning 
respect for supposedly inferior Eastern Foot- 
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ball would take more than winning games. 
But in 1982, the Lions won their first national 
championship. And Nixon was nowhere to be 
found. 


10/TENNESSEE 


Points: 1,230 
Record: 589-265-50 (.679) 
National championships: 1 


Top 20 finishes: 28 
Bowl appearances: 29 


As they walked off the field following a 7-0 
victory over Auburn on Dec. 9, 1939, 
George Cafego, Bob Foxx and the rest of the 
Tennessee Volunteers probably didn't realize 
the full measure of their accomplishment. 
That afternoon, by shutting out Auburn, Ten- 
nessee became the 19th and last team to go 
an entire season without allowing a single 
point. In the 50 years since, no one has come 
close to matching the feat. The 1939 Vols, 
who may have been the best of Bob Ney- 
land’s great Tennessee teams, outscored their 
opponents, 212-0, in the regular season. In 
the 1940 Rose Bowl, USC ended the perfec- 
tion, 14-0. 


Points: 1,163 
Record: 552-291-46 (.647) 


National championships: 
Top 20 finishes: 23 


Bowl appearances: 28 


Before two-platoon football changed the 
game in the 1960s, Paul Dietzel’s unique 
three-platoon system helped LSU win the 
1958 national championship. At a time when 
the game was still dominated by 11 players 
going both ways, Dietzel organized his best 
into the Whites, the Gos and the Chinese 
Bandits. The Whites were his first team, the 
Gos the special offensive teams and the Ban- 
dits the defensive team. This phenomenal 
change, coming before liberal substitution 
rules, allowed the Tigers to have 11 fresh 
players on the field at all times. And it 
worked superbly. Often, the Tigers fell be- 


LS) 


is 
g 
: 


hind early only to win the game in the second 
half when they were rested and the other 
team was tired. It didn’t take college football 
long to see the benefit. By the mid-1960s, 
two-platoon football created a new, more spe- 
cialized game. 


[2/PITTSBURGH 


Points: 1,139 
Record: 543-352-40 (.602) 
National championships: 8 
Top 20 finishes: 16 
Bowl appearances: 17 


In 1939, Pitt was one of the game’s domi- 
nant programs. Fifteen years under coach 
Jock Sutherland had produced 111 victories, 
five national championships and four trips to 
the Rose Bowl. But early that year, a contro- 
versy over the program's direction prompted 
Sutherland's resignation and threw Pitt into a 
35-year spiral of mediocrity. For years, the 
alumni association had run the program and, 
according to an internal audit, had been pay- 
ing players. As news of this began to leak out, 
rivals such as Notre Dame, Army and Ohio 
State stopped playing the Panthers. When the 
university finally seized control and de-em- 
phasized the program, Sutherland resigned 
and Pitt tumbled from the elite. Between 
1939 and '72, the ill-equipped and ill-fi- 
nanced Panthers enjoyed only nine winning 
seasons under 10 different coaches. But in 
1973, Johnny Majors was given the job and 
the money to do it with. Four years later, the 
Panthers were national champions. 


13/GEORGIA 


Points: 1,084 
Record: 555-309-53 (.634) 


National championships: 1 
Top 20 finishes: 20 
Bowl appearances: 28 


Stability wins in college football. Just look 
at Georgia. Between 1939 and '88, the Bull- 
dogs were led by only three head coaches. 
The eras of Wally Butts (1939-60) and Vince 
Dooley (1964-88) gave Georgia a rare dis- 
tinction. Only a handful of colleges have had 
two coaches at the helm for more than 20 
years each. Butts directed the Bulldogs to a 
140-86-9 record and four SEC champion- 
ships. Dooley, the nation’s youngest coach 
when he was hired in 1964, led the "Dawgs 
to a 201-77-10 record, six SEC champion- 
ships and the 1980 national title. 


14/UCLA 


Points: 1,082 
Record: 406-255-36 (.608) 


National championships: 1 


Top 20 finishes: 28 
Bowl appearances: 17 


Before coach Edwin Horrell led his UCLA 
players through the tunnel at the Los Angeles 


Good Smoke. 
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Coliseum on Dec. 12, 1942, the USC game 
had always been an impediment to a good 
season. But a 14-7 Bruins win that day, their 
first against USC, represented a giant leap in 
UCLA football—parity with one of the game’s 
established powers. It had taken UCLA eight 
games over 14 years to beat its well-known 
crosstown neighbor; UCLA refused to play 
the Trojans for five years after losing two 
games by a combined 128-0. Now there was 
a rivalry, and over the years it would develop 
into one of the game's best. Even Bruins fans 
still talk about USC’s classic 21-20 win in 
1967 that drew one of the largest TV audi- 
ences ever. But one other number stands out. 
The game has decided a Pac-10 championship 
34 times. 


IS/ARKANSAS 


Points: 1,054 
Record: 523-333-38 (.606) 
National championships: 1 
Top 20 finishes: 24 

owl appearances: 25 

Frank Broyles didn’t bring football to Ar- 
kansas. It just seems that way. Before Broyles 
took over the program in 1958, the Razor- 
backs couldn't keep a coach on the payroll. 
Seven men since 1941 had tried and failed to 
make the Hogs a consistent winner. But 
Broyles did it, and did it with homegrown tal- 
ent. Hogs fans knew they had arrived when 
Broyles, a disciple of Georgia Tech legend 
Bobby Dodd, beat his Yellow Jackets, 14-7, 
in the 1960 Gator Bow! for one of the biggest 
wins in school history. But it was only the be- 
ginning. In 19 years, Broyles’ teams went 


144-58-5 and captured the 1964 national 
championship. 


16/GEORGIA TECH 


Points: 1,014 
Record: 519-348-42 (.594) 


National championships: 2 
Top 20 finishes: 17 
Bowl appearances: 23 


In the closing moments of the most lopsid- 
ed game in college football history, as legend 
has it, a Cumberland College halfback fum- 
bled the ball. Staring at the ball on the 
ground, the fumbler instructed a teammate to 
retrieve it. ‘‘No way,” the second player said. 
“You dropped it, you pick it up.” A few min- 
utes later, it was over. The 1916 Georgia 
Tech Yellow Jackets had embarrassed out- 
manned Cumberland 222-0. According to 
witnesses, Tech coach John Heisman ran up 
the score to impress skeptical media. Must 
have worked. A year later, Tech became the 
first Southern team to win a national title. 


17/AUBURN 


Points: 1,012 
Record: 519-319-44 (.613) 


National championships: 1 
Top 20 finishes: 22 


Bowl appearances: 21 
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When Ralph “Shug’’ Jordan became Au- 
burn’s head coach in 1951, Cliff Hare Stadi- 
um was so small that most of the Tigers’ SEC 
rivals refused to play there. Built in 1939, it 
seated 7,500. But that wasn’t enough to lure 
the Alabamas, Georgia Techs and Tennes- 
sees. So, for years Auburn was forced to play 
most of its big home games in Birmingham, 
Montgomery and Mobile. But all the travel 
didn’t impede the Tigers’ progression to the 
top of college football. In 1957, playing only 
two SEC foes at home, Auburn posted its first 
and only undefeated, untied season and won 
the AP national championship. The consistent 
success that followed allowed the school to 
gradually expand the stadium. And with each 
expansion, another SEC rival consented to 
play in Auburn. Today, Jordan-Hare Stadium 


Tony Dorsett, the only Division | 
running back to gain more than 6,000 
career yards. 


seats 85,000 and is the country’s fifth largest 
on-campus facility. The legacy of Jordan, who 
died in 1980, comes full circle on December 
2, when Alabama, the last holdout, visits Au- 
burn for the first time. 


13/MINNESOTA 


Points: 971 
Record: 535-324-43 (.617) 


National championships: 
Top 20 finishes: 14 


Bowl appearances: 


Don’t laugh. Many, many years ago, the 
Golden Gophers were as feared in the Big 
Ten as frostbite in December. Okay, so it was 
before TV. In the '30s and '40s, Minnesota 
won five national championships under coach 
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Bernie Bierman. After a few lean years, the 
1960 Gophers won the most unlikely national 
tide in wire service history. Coach Murray 
Warmath’s team lost two of its final three 
games and still finished No. 1. But you know 
the rest, right? Since 1961, the Gophers have 
played in four bowl games and only once 
have they won more than seven games. 


19/MICHIGAN STATE 


Points: 966 


Record: 491-302-42 (.613) 


National championships: 3 
Top 20 finishes: 18 


Bowl appearances: 8 


It’s hard to believe Michigan State owes its 
greatest era to a man whose defenses were 
known as ‘‘Duffy’s Toughies.’’ But Duffy 
Daughtery will forever be remembered as the 
low-key, self deprecating coach who led the 
Spartans to their greatest glory. Duffy was a 
lower-rung assistant to Michigan State's Big- 
gie Munn when he was selected to replace 
him in 1954. Over the next 19 years, the 
Spartans went 109-69-5. In 1965-66 Michi- 
gan State won 19 games and a share of two 
national titles. But those years are remem- 
bered for the most significant tie in college 
football history. On Nov. 19, 1966, the na- 
tional championship was on the line when 
No. 2 Michigan State hosted No. 1 Notre 
Dame. The Irish trailed, 10-0, in the second 
quarter, but rallied to tie the game at 10-10 
on the first play of the fourth quarter. With 
the ball on the Notre Dame 30 and time run- 
ning out, Irish coach Ara Parseghian refused 
to play for the win. Parseghian, noting the 
Spartans’ No. l-ranked defense, said he 
feared a turnover, and a loss. Another victim 
for ““Duffy’s Toughies.”’ 


20/ARMY 


Points: 952 
Record: 561-299-50 (.644) 


National championships: 3 
Top 20 finishes: 13 


Bowl appearances: 3 


What Army needs is a good war. Not a 
“police action” like Korea or Vietnam. A 
war. Army hasn't been the same since Ike 
crossed the Rhine. But during World War II, 
you couldn't stop 'em. In '44, the Cadets em- 
barrassed a good Notre Dame team, 59-0. 
Between 1943 and '46, coach Earl Blaik’s 
teams won two national championships and 
posted a 34-2-2 record behind the running 
tandem of Heisman Trophy winners Felix 
“Doc” Blanchard and Glenn Davis. But, as 
any cadet will volunteer, those were special 
circumstances. Army cannot be expected to 
compete at the top of today’s game. Special- 
ized recruiting will never conflict with the 
Academy's mission. So the Cadets have their 
memories. And well, they can hope, can’t 
they? * 


Keith Dunnavant, a former staff writer at 
Sports Inc., is a New York-based 
free-lance writer. 
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LSU 


Some people call Dale Brown 
a dreamer, a spacerider, a guy 
with his head firmly en- 
trenched in the clouds. But 
not even in his wildest flights of noctur- 
nal fancy could the LSU coach have ever 
imagined having a team like this. 

“Finally, we've got the talent,” says 
Brown, who’s had only five Parade All- 
Americans play for him in 17 seasons. 
“There’s no place to hide. But I wel- 
come the pressure—because our system 
is bigger than the pressure. As for the joy 
and the pride of being rated so high, 
we'll enjoy it but won't let it go to our 
heads. It’s like cologne—it should be 
smelled but not swallowed.” 

One ‘of the nation’s prime motiva- 
tors—and extremely underrated in his Xs 
and Os—Brown smells that national 
championship “‘sooner or later.’’ We're 
on the “‘sooner’’ side—and this is why: 

Jackson Action Lilliputian Chris—a bare- 
ly 6-foot babyface with the baby fat to 
match—turned out to be the greatest 
freshman in the history of college hoops 
last year. ‘‘A master artist with the gift of 
total concentration,”’ says Brown. Jax’s 
Isiah-quick crossover-dribble, punishing 
range and inhuman rise on the drive are 
“only surpassed by his team inclina- 
tions,”’ according to the coach. 

Shocking Shaquille This 7-1 freshman 
center is a delicious mixture of Derrick 
Coleman’s ballhandling and bounce and 
Alonzo Mourning’s rejecting prowess. 
John Wooden—remember him?—calls 
O’Neal “better than Jabbar at the same 
age.” 

Mister Roberts Brown has another pow- 
erful low-poster, 7-foot Prop. 48 sopho- 
more Stanley Roberts, whose “‘smooth- 
ness with bulk” game and sweet base- 
line jumpers are reminiscent of Bob La- 
nier. 

The Tigers’ two returnees—Bark- 
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LSU FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: The perimeter touch of 
240-pound “small” forward Wayne Sims. 
And they need a shooting guard to 
emerge. 


BUT WHAT IF... The Tigers have trouble 
playing man-to-man defense with that 
humongous frontline? 


WEIRD NUMBER: Verne! Singleton, who 
played the “'five’’ spot (center) last year, 
will move to the two (shooting guard) 
and three (small forward) spots. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Six-nine Prop. 

48 sophomore Harold Boudreaux went 

from academic question mark to honor 

roll student in his non-playing freshman 
season. 


leyesque 6-7 shooter Wayne Sims (13.3 
ppg, 7.6 rpg) and sinewy rebounder 
Vernel Singleton—are not exactly 
chopped liver either. The lone gaping 
hole—shooting guard—should be filled 
by Prop. 48. soph Maurice Williamson, 
a 40-point scorer in high school, or JC 
All-America Randy Devall. 

Brown, who'll discard his famed freak 
defense—‘‘We won't need any tricks’’— 
will employ a pressure-release attack and 
use a 1-2-2 offense against zones. ‘“But 
mainly, we'll run,” he says. “If we have 
any trouble running with this team, 
Curly, Moe, and Larry should be on this 
staff.” 


MICHIGAN 


Will Michigan’s new Rice- 

lessness deduct too much 

from their perimeter dimen- 

sion? Or should the high- 

powered returnees—point guard Rumeal 

Robinson and well-informed insiders 

Terry Mills and Loy Vaught—more than 
balance the ledger? 

When you add up all the physical 

skills at coach Steve Fisher’s disposal, the 


total must come down on the plus side. 
Robinson, a mere babe in the point 
guard woods at the beginning of last sea- 
son, had grown to awesome by tourna- 
ment time. The up and down Mills, one 
of the best-passing big men from the 
high post in the nation, also caught up to 
his press clippings once the chips were 
down. ‘‘He’s an unmatched combination 
of finesse and power,” assistant coach 
Brian Dutcher says. ‘‘We call him the ul- 
timate inside-outside threat.”’ 

And what of the huge-but-bouncy 6-9 
Vaught, a bit buried below his more- 
publicized teammates? He “only’’ fin- 
ished seventh in the nation (first in the 
Big Ten) in field-goal percentage (66.1 
percent), while scoring 12.6 a game. 
“All dunks,” you sneer? It just so hap- 
pens that Loy’s lofts mostly came via a 
pure-as-snow 15-foot jumper. 

What's more, the Wolves may already 
have the next Rice on the roster. Six- 
eight junior Sean Higgins (12.4 ppg in 
23 mpg), while admittedly inconsistent, 
is also one impossible-to-ignore talent 
who can swoosh it up there (46 percent 
in treys) with all the range and panache 


MICHIGAN FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Just how good a coach is 
Steve Fisher? 


BUT WHAT IF... Dow Jones Twins Terry 
Mills and Sean Higgins remain 
inconsistent? 


WEIRD NUMBER: Michigan led the nation 
in field-goal shooting (56.6 percent), was 
second in three-point percentage (46.8 
percent) and had 229 more assists and 
77 more blocks than the opposition last 
year. No wonder these guys won the 
national championship. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: According to 
asst. coach Dutcher, “Rumeal 
Robinson's attitude is even better than 
his physical skills.” 


glorious Glen had. 

Michigan will further stick to you with 
the Glue (role playing senior Mike Grif- 
fin) and some seriously skilled freshmen 
(guards Michael Talley and Tony Tol- 
bert). Add in—finally!—a real coach and 
the total is downright scary. 


UNLV 


Remember last year’s Rebs? 
Fabulous speed, quickness 
and phenomenal athleticism. 
Also major skinniness up 
front and oodles of weird heaves from 
the guards, recent graduates of the John 
Dillinger School of Shot Selection. 
Recall these guys well, because just 
about the exact same bunch is back for 
another run. And we mean run. Add to 
them one newcomer—brilliant JC 
boardster Larry Johnson—and Vegas 
could taste Final Four high life. 


UNLV FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: With David Butler out for 

the first semester, and injured George 

Ackles probably for the whole season, 

Moses Scurry must emerge as a major 
factor in the low post. 


BUT WHAT IF... The Butler can’t do it 
(raise his marks) and doesn’t return for 
the important part of the season? 


WEIRD NUMBER: The Rebels’ 673 
three-point attempts would have led the 
nation—if it wasn't for Loyola 
Marymount’s madmen hoisting up 793. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Vegas, the best 
team in the Big West by a country mile, 
had only the fourth best field-goal 
percentage, and the eighth best rebound 
margin in the league last year. 


No, Big Larry will not settle down the 
manic guard duo of Greg Anthony (12.9 
ppg, 44.3 percent fg) and Anderson 
Hunt (12 ppg; 39.9 percent fg). But the 
fact is that shot selection has decreased 
in importance with the new run ’n’ stun 
style engendered by the 19-foot 9-inch 
three-pointer. And if you have a ravag- 
ing rebounder to stuff most of the bricks 
right back in... well, shoot as soon as 
you see the whites of their eyes, guys. 

Enter Johnson. He looks like he stole 
his teammates’ lunches—and plays like 
he wants all their rebounds as well. He 
averaged 17.3 boards at junior college 
last year—slightly down from the 18.1 he 


grabbed in his freshman season. 

How much of a difference will he 
make? Well, consider that the Rebs were 
good enough to go to the final eight last 
year while being out-rebounded in 
NCAA Tournament second halves (35- 
18 by DePaul, 29-19 by Arizona, 33-19 
by Seton Hall) in no uncertain terms. 


Then imagine Johnson meting out mus- 
cular punishment instead of the UNLV 
thin men being blasted off the boards. 

More Rebel-rousing can be expected 
from sinewy Stacey Augmon, the na- 
tion’s premier defensive stopper who 
suddenly learned how to shoot (41.8 
percent treys) last season. Quicksilver 
center David Butler (15.4 ppg, 6.5 rpg, 
but out for the first semester) is a likely 
first-round draft choice and talented Bar- 
ry Young is one of those truly weird 
shooters who get better the farther they 
are from the basket. All in all, about 10 
Rebels will contribute. 


ARIZONA 


How many teams can return 

without the best player in the 

country and their chief inside 

force and perhaps be better? 
And how many coaches could rebuild 
such a recently putrid program to this 
point—and without a hair ever falling 
out of place? 

Dapper Lute Olsen has 6-11 Brian 
Williams poised and ready to take 
Anthony Cook’s spot. The kid was “‘on- 
ly’ ACC Rookie of the Year at Mary- 
land and, after a year of learning from 
Lute, “‘he’ll be bigger and play stronger 
inside,” assistant Jessie Evans says. Con- 
sidering that, according to Sean Elliott, 
“Brian’s a better athlete than David 
Robinson,” the oy vey you hear is oppo- 
nents groaning as one. 


Michigan won't be serving Rice with 
Rumeal this season, but Robinson’s still 
a dish at point guard. 
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Sean’s own spot will be filled by 6-7 
Chris Mills, “‘a hell of a team player 
who'll be tremendous in our system,” 
Evans says. Mills, a nasty-quick elevator 
man, was pretty tremendous in the Ken- 
tucky system as well. Tremendous 
enough for SEC Rookie of the Year—if 
it weren't for one Chris Jackson. 

Lute’s returnees range from excep- 
tional role players—defiant defender 
Matt Muehlebach, sanitation engineer 
Judd Buechler—to exciting prospects 
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ARIZONA FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: These 'Cats look for each 
other on the floor as if their teammates 
owed them money. 


BUT WHAT IF... Chris Mills sends 
himself back to Kentucky on Emery Air 
Freight, claiming, “| always dreamed of 

playing for Rick Pitino”? 


WEIRD NUMBER: 'Zona, with no starter 
taller than 6-9, shot almost twice as 
many free throws (846-482) than the 

opposition last year. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Frosh swingman 

Deron Johnson, whose style has actually 

been compared to Sean Elliott, broke all 

of Super Sean's scoring records in high 
school. 


like 6-11 Sean Rooks (5.6 ppg, 2.8 rpg, 
in only 11 mpg) and point guard Matt 
Othick. This feisty midget, much harder 
and quicker than he looks, owns a game 
reminiscent of Jay Burson. 

Lute’s system, of course, is also the 
‘Cats’ pajamas. More organized than 
crime, his offense balances strict struc- 
ture and freedom. And his multitude of 
defenses keeps the ‘Cats’ heads in the 
game and drives opponents to depths of 
distraction. 


GEORGETOWN 


Timing, much like in human 
relationships, can be every- 
thing in hoops. And no one 
in the world of college bas- 
ketball owns the Swiss precision of Hoya 
mentor John Thompson. 

Need menacing musculature? Thomp- 
son waved his magic wand last season 
and brought in not only “the center of 
the '90s’’ Alonzo Mourning, but the 
“Next Manute Bol,’ Dikembe Mutombo 
as well. The Terrorizing Towers did 
nothing less than give the Hoyas an in- 
side defense (39.9 fg percentage, an all- 
time record 309 blocks) second to none 
in the history of the game. 

This season Thompson's needs are 
more point-ed. As in, after the departure 
of Charles Smith, Jaren Jackson et. al., 
who's going to score any? Tapping his 
Rolex, he naturally recruited 6-6 Mary- 


UNLV’s David is a Goliath at center, but 
he’ll need to get his grades up before 
he can start kicking some Butler. 


land Player of the Year Michael Tate—a 
scorer extraordinaire with astonishing 
physical skills—and 5-11 Dave Edwards, 
who averaged a modest 41 ppg while 
setting an all-time New York City scor- 
ing record in his senior year in high 
school. 

Tate, the lone top small forward on 
the roster, will probably get the immedi- 
ate green light from Thompson. On the 
other hand, Edwards, a funky little 
guard, will likely have to lose some of 
his razzle to get time off the pine. 

Senior quarterback Dwayne Bryant 
(7.2 ppg, 2.6 rpg) should step into 
Charles Smith’s huge shoes while 6-2 
Mark Tillmon, the purest shooter on a 
generally non-shooting roster, will be 
asked to fill it up big-time. Of course, 
the main emphasis remains on the non- 
pareil Hoya ‘‘D’’ (heavy pressure 


GEORGETOWN FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Frosh phenom Michael 
Tate, who's had some health problems 
over the summer, must be 100 percent. 

Or else. 


BUT WHAT IF... There is not enough 
outside shooting? 


WEIRD NUMBER; Dikembe Mutombo 
blocked more shots per minute (2.3 pg in 
11.3 mpg) than the Incredible Alonzo (5 
Pg in 28.3 mpg). 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Coach John 
Thompson, a much, much nicer guy than 
he allows himself to appear in public, 
called at 11 p.m. the other night. You 
haven't Jived until you've heard that 
voice booming at you in the dark. 


backed by aggressive shotblocking) and 
Mourning’s smooth inside moves which 
must balance that questionable perime- 


ter game. 


SYRACUSE 


The moment 6-10 Kentucky 
center LeRon Ellis hopped on 
the Orange Express, the na- 
tion’s hoop mavens went into 
a drool. “It doesn’t matter that they 
don’t have a point guard,’’ one guy 
gushed. “‘If they can’t dribble it up 
against the press, well, they'll just throw 
the ball over it.” 

Listen, no one can call us Syracuse 
naysayers—in fact, we generally rank 
them higher than most and were blissful- 
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SYRACUSE FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Soph David Johnson, a 
tremendous talent but 3-20 from 
three-point territory last season, must 
pop it far better from the outside. 


BUT WHAT IF... The Orangemen are still 
asking, ‘‘What’s the point?” by 
tournament time? 


WEIRD NUMBER: Syracuse is becoming 
better at field-goal shooting (54.3 
percent, third in the country last year) 
and worse at free throws (61.3 percent) 
every season. Calling Dr. Freud. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Billy Owens, 
whose abilities were often questioned 
during his freshman season (though we 
certainly can’t imagine why) raised his 
scoring from 13 to 20 ppg at NCAA 
Tournament time. 


ly alone in predicting their ’87 Final 
Four run. But to say that losing the best 
point guard in the country and having 
no one to replace him will make no dif- 
ference, is frontrunning (and behind- 
bussing) of the worst kind. 

What's wrong with, “This is an excep- 
tionally talented team with a major 
weakness at the point’? The current 
leading point candidate is small forward 
Steven Thompson who A) handles the 
ball like a hot potato (83 turnovers vs. 
only 69 assists last year) B) can’t shoot 
a lick (28.6 percent in treys, 49.7 per- 
cent from the free throw line) and C) is 
far more effective inside (18 ppg, 63.9 
fg percent). And, shall we also ignore 
that without Sherman Douglas (37 per- 
cent from three-point range) and the de- 
parted Matt Roe (47.4 percent, second 
in the Big East), the Orange outside di- 
mension is questionable as well? 

Everything else, of course, #s a plus. 
“We'll have tremendous team size, com- 
bined with unbelievable quickness and 
speed,” understates assistant coach Tim 
Walsh. Electric Derrick Coleman, the 
nation’s fourth returning rebounder and 
shotblocker, is simply the quickest off- 
the-floor exploder we’ve ever seen and 
has developed his ‘‘J’’ to the point where 
there are no weaknessess left in his 
game. Six-eight soph Billy Owens (‘“‘He 
was never a freshman,” smiles Walsh) is 
so Magic-ally team-conscious that he’ll 
probably end up at the point. Thomp- 
son, if allowed to stay inside, is an enor- 
mously underrated jumping jack while 
6-5 David Johnson contributes a unique 
combination of atheleticism and smarts. 
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WYVHONINNND LLOOS 


With the silky Ellis (16 ppg, 5.5 rpg), 
whose lone weakness is a slight lack of 
physicality, this indeed looms as an ex- 
tremely impressive array of talent. But 
also one that could use some Orange- 
Aid at the most important spot. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Perusing last year’s team 
stats, it leaps right out at you: 
North Carolina 52.7 percent; 
Kansas (coached by ex-Dean 
Smith assistant Roy Williams) 53.2 per- 
cent. So how come Dean’s teams, as well 
as outfits coached by Smith-sonian disci- 
ples, always shoot the ball so fabulously 
well? 

“Because, in spite of all the recent 
changes in the game, we continue to 
stress shot selection to the max,’’ Wil- 
liams says. ‘Plus coach Smith, unlike 
many others, doesn’t just tell the kids ‘go 
shoot for 10 minutes during practice. 
It’s organized, it’s emphasized, and 
shooting technique, an art in itself, is 
broken down to its finest details.” 

Why all the talk about gunning? ‘‘Be- 
cause, without J.R. Reid, Jeff Lebo and 
Stevie Bucknall, we'll need every one of 
those shots to go in,” the Dean of To- 
bacco Road imparts. ‘““We haven’t im- 
proved our quickness, continue to lack 
depth, and just plain won't be as good as 
we usually are.’’” One might get the im- 


(continued on page 48) 


NORTH CAROLINA FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Superb freshman-sleeper 
George Lynch, “just a 6-7 inside player,” 
according to the experts, started to show 

some serious touch and 15-foot range 

during the summer all-star tourneys. 


BUT WHAT IF... The Heels can’t muster 
adequate guard play by March? 


WEIRD NUMBER: Carolina's relative lack 
of quickness actually resulted in a 
negative steal margin (343-285) last year. 
Amazing for a 29-8 team that presses 
quite a lot. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Rick Fox, who 
looked so heavy-legged but played so 
lithe last year, is up from 235 to 250 
pounds. “And he’s just as smooth and 
fast,” smiles coach Dean Smith. 


Great Scott! The 6-10 Williams gives 
Carolina a sweet jumper and 
shotblocking extraordinaire. 
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Youre more in touch with 
new Trojan Extra Strength. 


Now Trojan brand introduces 
a stronger condom that isn’t 
thicker and less sensitive. 


New Trojan Extra Strength condoms 
are made with a whole new latex 
formula developed exclusively by 
the makers of Trojan. It makes 
Trojan Extra Strength condoms 
30% stronger but no thicker than 
other Trojan condoms. So Trojan 
sensitivity always comes through. 


Trojan is America’s most used, most 
trusted brand of latex condoms for 
helping to prevent pregnancy and 
helping to stop the spread of many 
sexually transmitted diseases. With 
Trojan, you have less concerns, so 
you can be more in touch with your 
partner...and that’s a great feeling. 
For Trojan extra strength and 
sensitivity, choose new Trojan Extra 


Strength latex condoms. 
© 1989 Carter-Wallace, Inc. 
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THE SPORT PRE-SEASON 
ALL-AMERICA TEA 


BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 
NVWZLYVMHOS 7 39NH#S 


GUARD 
Rodney Monroe/N.C. State 


A stunning mixture of nasty-quick and 
primetime-smooth. The next Pearl has ice in 
his veins and pure gold in his touch. 


FORWARD 


Gerald Glass/Mississippi 
World-class Glass has borrowed Mark 
Aguirre’s body, then—you know how these 
kids are—also took over his game. A niftier 
bulkster you have never seen. 
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DAVID L. JOHNSON/ACTION IMAGES 


GUARD 


Chris Jackson/LSU 

Looks like a little kid, plays like a 10-year 
NBA superstar. Quirky quickness, an 
invisible crossover dribble and an ability to 
rise—and rise, and rise—make him 


CENTER 
Alonzo Mourning/Georgetown 
Go into the paint against him and it’s Good 
Mourning—and good night. An astonishing 
shotblocker with great hands, he’s that 
rarest of big guys who actually plays like a 


ff 


FORWARD 


Derrick Coleman/Syracuse 
The quickest off-the-floor exploder ever, 
Coleman can dominate a game on both 


ends better than any player in the country. big guy. something really special. 
THE SECOND TEAM "= 

Tyrone Hill/Xavier 
FORWARD GUARD If Randy White was the next Karl Malone, this 


guy could be the next Randy White. 
FORWARD 
Jayson Williams/St. John’s 


Runs and shoots like a guard, then rearranges 
your bone structure inside. 


CENTER 


Chris Gatling/Old Dominion 
Plays 7-foot-plus with those never-ending arms. 


GUARD 
Darrin Chancellor/Southern Mississippi 


Brian Shorter/Pitt 

Bruising boardmonster, only a junior, is beginning 
to add a 15-foot face-up “J” to his already 
nonpareil low-post game. Scary stuff, indeed. 


FORWARD 
Lionel Simmons/LaSalle 


Enthused and never confused, this is a complete 
player who treats every inch of the floor like 
home. Plays best against the best. 


Rumeal Robinson/Michigan 
Might have created a new position last year: power 
point guard. Awesome athletic ability is beginning 
to be coupled with delicious discrimination. 


GUARD 
Gary Payton/Oregon State 


The ““X-Man’’—x-ray vision and x-cellent 
instincts—is simply the best pure point guard in 
the country. And has added x-ceptional scoring 
touch to his arsenal last season. 


CENTER 
Elden Campbell/Clemson 


Quick, quicker, quickest. The skinny Tiger scores 
and swats like a demon, but must find his way to 
the lunchroom. Quickly. 
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Combines size (6-5) with wise. Scoots and shoots 
like a pro. 


GUARD 
Steve Smith/Michigan State 


An all-around court genius who plays like he’s 
related to Sean Elliott or Magic Johnson. 


At Braun, we regard 
shaving as something you do 
for your face, rather than to it. 

It is this attitude that 
inspired the design of the 
Braun three position switch. 
Position One activates the 
platinum-coated, micro-thin 
foil and cutterblock system, 


a combination that assures 
perfect smoothness, even in 
close contact with sensitive 
skin. Anything less compro- 
mises comfort. 

Position Two couples this 
cutting action with the trim- 
mer feature for grooming 
longer, awkward hairs on the 


neck. And Position Three 
extends the trimmer head 
for precise visual control 
when trimming sideburns 
or mustache. Anything less 
compromises closeness. 
Braun has become the 
number one selling foil 
shaver in the world because 


every design element has 
only one purpose: to give 
you the excellent shave your 
face deserves. 

Anything less is a com- 
promise, in every respect. 


BRAUN 


Designed to perform better. 
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pression the Dean of coaching, always 
burdened with the image (though not 
necessarily the reality) of having the best 
talent, might even be allowed to over- 
achieve in the public eye for once in his 
life. 

The heavy-duty questions center 
around the backcourt—usually the 
springboard for Smith’s cerebral system. 
Pointman King Rice, while much im- 
proved over his rookie season, is still not 
likely to ever be confused with Kenny 
Smith. And explosive Kevin Madden 
(14.6 ppg, 58.8 percent fg), the likely 
two-guard, ‘‘feels more comfy inside at 
6-5,” allows Smith. 

The Heels, however, do own a robust 
rotation up front in smooth-as-sin Rick 
Fox (11.5 ppg, 58.3 fg percentage), and 
savvy rebounder Pete Chilcutt. Six-ten 
Scott Williams is the team’s best shot- 
blocker and the proud owner of the 
sweetest jump hook in the South. 

Smith’s secret weapon is 6-7 George 
Lynch—undoubtedly the best unknown 
freshman in the country—whose atomic 
off-the-floor explosion and vengeful 
boardwork could one day give the Heels 
dimensions the overrated Reid couldn’t. 

Still, can Carolina come up with its 
customarily lethal three-point attack (Le- 
bo and Bucknall took 324 of the team’s 
478 treys) that opens things for those 
high percentage attempts inside? Know- 
ing Dean’s magic, watch some hereto- 
fore unknown Tarheel—probably Jeff 
Denny, Hubert Davis or rookie Henrik 
Rodl—start to pop from the perimeter 
like he was related to Ed Steitz. 


DUKE 


Betting on these guys to fail 

without Ferry? Well, bucko, 

don’t quit your day job. 

Duke hoops, first and fore- 

most, has always been the Mike Krzy- 

zewski show. Coach K’s brilliance can 

exorcise even the ghost of Ferry—and re- 
sults will be ghostly familiar. 

What will be different is some of the 


DUKE FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Six-four freshman-sleeper 

Thomas Hill. “He could be as brilliant a 

defender as [ex-Duke great] Billy King,” 
says assistant Mike Brey. 


BUT WHAT IF... Much like fellow ACC 
point John Crotty (Virginia), Bobby Hurley 
needs a year to physically grow into 
ACC-style play? 


WEIRD NUMBER: Christian Laettner’s 24 

points, nine rebounds, and four assists 

against Alonzo Mourning in the NCAAs. 

If he can play anywhere near that level 

consistently, the sky’s the limit in Devil 
land. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Laettner, who's 
7-foot tall, doesn’t want to be 7-foot tall. 
So Duke lists him at 6-11. 


Xs and Os. ‘For three years now, we've 
kind of played off of Danny,” assistant 
Mike Brey says. ““On a lot of possessions 
we even had rules like ‘Don’t take a shot 
until Danny touches the ball.’ This year 
we'll spread the wealth, become more 
perimeter-oriented, run with more ag- 
gression and pick up our defense further 
down the court.” 

Would it be Devil-ish to suggest that 
the patented motion offense might even 
run smoother this time around? “‘Well, 
no,’’ Brey smiles. ‘‘Danny did make 
everyone around him better but, with- 
out adequate depth at guard, we com- 
mitted far too many turnovers (18 pg) 
last season. This year, we'll have a lot 
more skilled handlers on the perime- 
ter. 

Start with freshman point Bobby Hur- 
ley—‘‘a real coach on the floor with a to- 
tal understanding of the game,”’ says 
Brey—and fellow-rookie Billy McCaf- 
frey, a rangy shooter with excellent all- 
around skills. Prodigal son Phil Hender- 
son (12.7 ppg, 52.5 percent fg) is al- 
so back and this slinky super athlete's 
scoring should just about explode with- 
out Ferry. 

Senior levitator Robert Brickey (11 


TOP RETURNING SCORERS 


1. HANK GATHERS 
2. CHRIS JACKSON 
3. LIONEL SIMMONS 
4. GERALD GLASS 
5. BIMBO COLES 
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(6-7 C-F, Loyola-Marymount) 32.7 ppg 
(6-0 PG-SG, LSU) 30.2 
(6-6 SF-PF, La Salle) 28.4 
(6-6 SF, Mississippi) 28.0 
(6-1 PG-SG, Virginia Tech) 26.6 


FRESHEST OF THE 


FRESHMEN 


1. SHAQUILLE O’NEAL (7-1 
center, LSU)—A potential 
all-time great, with more bounce 
to the ounce than one could ever 
dream of in that 286-pound 
body. Already a devastating 
rebounder, and Mourning-like as 
a shotblocker, he just needs a 
few more offensive moves to 


round out his game. 


2. KENNY ANDERSON (6-2 
point guard, Georgia Tech)—A 
highly skilled, impact 
quarterback with exceptional 
speed and fluidity, who’s sure 
to turn the Rambling Wreck into 
a ravaging, running crew. The 
floor vision is already 
surgeon-like, though the shot’s 
still a bit brickish. 


3. GEORGE LYNCH (6-7 

power forward, North Carolina)— 
Unbelievably explosive 

with great hands, his above- 
the-hoop antics, though flashy, 


always remain team-oriented. 


4. JAMES ROBINSON (6-2 
shooting guard, Alabama)— 
Aggressive, in-your-shirt 
defender, owns NBA three- 
point range and a huge heart. 


5. MICHAEL TATE (6-6 small 
forward, Georgetown)—He owns 
a 39-inch vertical jump and all 
kinds of range and touch on his 
shot. Not to mention the 
fire-breathing attitude that’s a 
precondition of playing for John 
Thompson. 


ppg, 57 percent fg) looms as an essential 
cog on the frontline where Greg Kou- 
bek’s touch and Alaa Abdelnaby’s bulk 
should also play major roles. But the 
man up front, without question, is 6-11 
soph Christian Laettner. ‘““‘He’s so much 
like Danny it’s uncanny—except he’s big- 
ger and could be even tougher in the 
paint,”’ says Brey. ‘‘Chris has that little 
lefty hook that’s unstoppable and he’s 
impossible to match up with because his 


perimeter skills grew by leaps and 
bounds last year just playing with, and 
watching, Ferry.” 


ARKANSAS 


“We don’t just run. We run 
and execute,’ assistant coach 
Mike Anderson says. In his 
four years of rebuilding, 
coach Nolan Richardson has indeed spe- 
cialized in recruiting kids who can make 
decisions at high speed. Like 6-7 soph 
Todd Day (13.3 ppg in 23 mpg), an of- 
fensive genius who can shoot, handle 
and dish with a veteran’s savvy. And 6-2 
Lee Mayberry (12.9 ppg, 50 percent fg, 


ARKANSAS FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Can Ron Huery return as 
good as new? Or, at least, as good as 
he was two years back? 


BUT WHAT IF... The Hogs can't find a 


life-size power forward to help on the 
boards? 


WEIRD NUMBER: If you've ever doubted 
this team was the quickest of the quick, 
check out that almost 2-1 (372-194) 
steals margin. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Coming out of 
high school, most people didn’t think 
Oliver Miller, who led the SWC in rejects 
as a freshman, could even get up and 
down the floor. 


135 assists, only 50 turnovers), the total 
point guard whose lone weakness is be- 
ing too unselfish. 

In an era of big men of unending lous- 
iness, Richardson somehow also man- 
aged to Hog two lifesized pivots of 
promise. Six-eleven Mario Credit’s 
(11.4 ppg, 60.6 percent fg) excellent 
hands and smooth offensive moves 
could make him a major pro prospect. 
“Tf he rebounds and plays ‘D’ with more 
intensity,’ Anderson adds. Soph chub- 
ola Oliver Miller, who led the SWC in 
rejects (2 pg) as a freshman, is “‘the best- 
passing big man we've ever had,’’ says 
the coach. ‘Now we must get him to 
hang around the hoop more and shed 
some of that weight.” 

The snortingest Hog of them all, how- 
ever, may be 6-7 Lenzie Howell. His 
“too quick for big guys, too strong for 
the small’’ type game led to 12 double- 
doubles last season. And he may not 
be as good as Magic-al all-rounder Ron 
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Huery, who didn’t play at all due to le- 
gal problems last year. 

This ultraquick squad with size could 
be the snoozer team of the season. 


CLEMSON 


It’s quite a statement 

on the state of college 

hoops—post three- 

point version—that 
even the presence of the awesome Elden 
Cambell/Dale Davis duet was ‘‘only’’ 
good for a 19-11 record and a second- 
round NCAA exit last season. 

Not that the Tigers’ wingplayers are 
toothless—in fact, some of them own ex- 
ceptional physical talents. It’s just that 
they were inconsistent, young and rest- 
less within the system. Not one of them 
was a leader, a complete ballplayer. 
However, they’re all back—and that add- 
ed year of maturity could well push 
Clemson to super-sleeper status. 

The Tigers will attempt to cash in on 
the NBA-caliber penetrations of point 


CLEMSON FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Tigers must receive better 
leadership and outside shooting from the 
guard corps. 


BUT WHAT IF... They don’t? 


WEIRD NUMBER: Dale Davis, one of the 
most formidable, and least-known, low 
post presences in the nation, had 21 
points and 21 rebounds in a home 
victory against North Carolina last 
season. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Davis is the third 
straight Tiger to win the ACC field-goal 
percentage title (67, third in the country), 
following Horace Grant and Elden 
Campbell. 


guard Marion Cash—and hope his high 
school-level shooting picks up a bit. 
“Great as he is off the dribble,”’ assistant 
coach Eugene Harris says, ‘‘the defense 
knows he won’t shoot and we end up 


playing five on four.’’ Devastating de- 
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fender Derrick Forrest—‘‘the best in the 
ACC,” claims Harris—will try to purify 
his streak-shooting, as will 6-4 Kirkland 
Howling, who’s capable of some other- 
worldly scoring bursts. Sensational soph 
David Young, who did hit five straight 
treys in the NCAAs, could be the best of 


) the bunch once he learns to play better 


defense. 

If these outsiders are just slightly bet- 
ter than average, the duo of doom will 
surely lower the boom. Campbell, a 
skinny scorer but also a killer shot- 
blocker, is a surefire lottery pick but 
could still take some meanstreet lessons 
from the man-eating Davis. Significantly, 
this huge duo is not only hugely talent- 
ed, but owns the pleasing knack of get- 
ting even bigger in the big time. 


LOUISVILLE 


Anyone who expects 

Denny Crum to sing 

sad songs just because 

two first-round choices, 
including the top pick in the country, 
have left the premises, knows nothing 
about music and less about Cardinals 
hoops. 

You see, this is one of those rare pro- 
grams where—poof—the top player in 
the nation disappears and—voila!—a 7-2, 
260-pound talented hugester takes his 
place. ““Missing a beat? Hardly,” assis- 
tant coach Jerry Jones croons. “Felton 
Spencer has great size, a greater heart, 
and he’s just an excellent shooter.’ In 
fact, per minutes played, the big guy was 
almost as good a scorer, and a much better 
rebounder, than Impervious Pervis last 
year. 

And what of the Payne in the outside 
shooting department? “‘I think Everick 
Sullivan, who’s a superb shooter, will 
pick up much of the slack,’’ Jones says. 
“And LaBradford's Smith’s streakiness 
should also be gone with another year of 
experience.” If it is, the nation had bet- 
ter watch out; when the quicksilver 
Smith goes good, he’s about as Jordan- 
esque a talent as you'll find on the col- 
lege scene. 

The Cards will also own their custom- 


Clemson’s got an Elden statesman 
who’s big on defense, but it’s 
high-percentage scoring that makes 
Campbell super. 


LOUISVILLE FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Can Tony Kimbro, like 
Kenny Payne last year, cap a just-okay 
career with an explosive senior season? 


BUT WHAT IF... Felton Spencer gets 
hurt? The next tallest quality player is 
6-7. 


WEIRD NUMBER: With Pervis Ellison, the 
Cards only had a plus 0.7 rebound 
margin last year. Also, this 
quickness-laden team was outstolen 
(244-210). 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Point guard 
Keith Williams is the Kenny Walker of 
the backcourt. Meaning a superquick 
Straight-up jumping jack, who just doesn’t 
have enough flexibility to really do the 
job (5-27 from three-point range, only 3.4 
assists and less than one steal a game). 


ary explosiveness in the forward spots 
with 6-7 Tony Kimbro (40.3 percent in 
treys) and 6-7 soph Cornelius Holden, 
“as quick a jumper as we've ever had,” 
according to Jones. 


ILLINOIS 


The reality is that the 
guards are back but 
the entire frontline is 
gone. But assistant 
coach Dick Nagy makes mucho sense 
when he says, “‘I’d rather have the 
guards back and the big guys gone than 
the other way around.’’ Experienced 
guards, who can deliver the ball in the 
right spots, often place young frontlines 
into the comfort zone. On the other 
hand, even the most veteran front- 
courters get discombobulated by imma- 
ture guard play. 

And these Illini guards, of course, 
range from good (6-3 Larry Smith) to 
better (Steve Bardo) to best (Kendall 
Gill). Smith, who was thought to be bet- 
ter than Derek Harper upon arriving in 
Illinois, has never reached that level and 
will have to sit out part of this season be- 
cause of academic problems. The 6-6 
Bardo, more of a coach’s player, simply 
oozes leadership and may be the most 
punishing defender in the Big Ten. And 
Gill, just another ballplayer for his first 
two seasons, exploded to superstar level 
last year (15.4 ppg, 2.9 rpg). The exact 
opposite of those insidious ‘‘numbers’’ 
players, he contributes in innumerable 
intangible ways. 

The lone top frontline returnee is 6-8 
Marcus Liberty who, while much im- 


rpg, 93 blocks) at the JC level. 

“We'll be a bit more structured offen- 
sively than last year,’’ predicts Nagy. 
“We must take advantage of our im- 
proved post game, with Thomas and 
Jones, and superior size.”” The final re- 
sults may not be quite as awesome—the 
lack of experience might tell—but this II- 
lini edition will be equally Nagy (it 
means large or huge in Hungarian) in 
talent. 
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PITTSBURGH 


The top six Panthers 
are (pick one) A) 
brilliant B) awesome 
C) out of this world. 
The rest of the roster? Try A) stinkeroo 
B) The Pitts C) should be out of this 
world. 

But, hey, when your sensational six, 
minus an iota of bench help, is good 
enough to beat Georgetown, Oklahoma, 
Syracuse, Seton Hall, et.al., they deserve 
to be known by all. So who are these 


YT 


Louisville’s la-la over LaBradford 
Smith’s LaJordanesque talent. 


proved, still must become a better- 
rounded—read: more hardnosed inside— 
player. Six-nine Illinois Player of the 
Year Deon Thomas is a tad soft as well, 
but “may be the most talented big man 
with his back to the basket we’ve ever 
had at Illinois,’” says Nagy. The hard- 
edged inside oomph will come from 6-8 
streetfighter Rodney Jones, an absolute 
terror in the low post (24.5 ppg, 14.4 


ILLINOIS FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Obscure JC guy Rodney 
Jones must mete out major punishment 
in the low post. 


BUT WHAT IF... Marcus Liberty remains 
inconsistent? 


WEIRD NUMBER: Kendall Gill, not much 
of a shooter until last season, suddenly 
popped at a glorious 46 percent from 
three-point range in 89. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Six-nine Nigerian 
JC transfer Andy Kpedi, like countryman 
Akeem The Dream, is a tremendous 
shotblocker with range up to 15 feet. 
“He's only been playing hoops for four 
years,” assistant Dick Nagy says. ‘With 
experience and playing time, he could be 
a great one some day.” 


PITTSBURGH FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: According to secret Navy 
documents, Cadet transfer Darren 
Morningstar is a much better low post 
player than the Panthers staff lets on. If 
true, his 6-10, 250-pound bulk would help 
enormously inside. 


BUT WHAT IF... Any of the top six 
Panthers gets hurt? Or into foul trouble? 
Or talks back to the coach? Or... 


WEIRD NUMBER: No one outside the Elite 
Sextet played more than 7.5 minutes a 
game. Actually, if you've seen these guys 
play, that’s not so weird. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Obscure soph 
center Bobby Martin averaged more 
rebounds last year (7.3) in conference 
play than his predecessor, and third pick 
in the NBA draft, Charles Smith (6.6). 


guys? 

Brian Shorter (6-6 Jr. PF) The premier 
6-6 post player in the country is also the 
top first-year scorer (20.1 ppg, 60 per- 
cent fg) in Big East history (ahead of 


if 
O, PLEASE. 
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1. HANK GATHERS (6-7 C-F, Loyola-Marymount) 13.7 rpg 
2. TYRONE HILL (6-9 PF, Xavier) 12.2 
3. RON DRAPER (6-8 C, American) 12.0 
4. DERRICK COLEMAN (6-9 PF, Syracuse) 11.4 
4. LIONEL SIMMONS (6-6 PF-SF, La Salle) 11.4 


Messrs. Ewing, Mullin, et.al.). The gutty 
inside oomph and gluey mitts are remi- 
niscent of recent Panther great Jerome 
Lane—but Shorter’s a much better scor- 
er. 

Jason Matthews (6-3 Jr. SG) NBA-plus 
from the perimeter (48.2 percent from 
three-point range, tops in the Big East), 
this deadly smootheroo is also develop- 
ing quite an off-dribble game. Potential 
is unlimited. 

Bobby Martin (6-9 Jr. F-C) Nifty, 
quick and explosive, this natural power 
forward got worn down by the end of 
last season from all the bruising he took 
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at center. ““He put on 20 pounds of real 
good weight,” assistant Norm Law says. 
“He'll be awesome.” 

Rod Brookin (6-5 Sr. G-F) The key. 
When this chubbified genius rolls, the 
Panthers roar. They may have to find a 
new league to fit his talent, but... “‘If 
he’d take off 20 pounds of that really 
bad weight,”’ says Law, ‘‘he’d be awe- 


a 
Larry’s no stooge at guard, but Smith is 


third in line behind the Illini’s Kendall 
Gill and Steve Bardo. 
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some.” 

Sean Miller (6-1 Jr. PG) Top quarter- 
back (6 apg, third in the Big East) and 
clutch shooter who doesn’t penetrate all 
that well. Must work on quickness off 
Mthe dribble. 

Darelle Porter (6-4 Jr. G-F) He’s every- 

ing—tough, smart, leaps over tall 

buildings—but a pure shooter. Panthers 
¥ would be toothless without him. 

j The one qualifying newcomer—6-10, 
250-pound Darren Morningstar, a trans- 
fer from Navy—should add some much- 
needed mooseness inside. Still, this team 
remains limited in its options (can’t run, 
press or play much macho man-to-man 
with six guys). And their late-season fa- 
tigue, however understandable with all 
those minutes toiled, has been lethal to 
their chances at tournament time. 


NORTH 
CAROLINA 
STATE 

Be prepared. 
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N.C. STATE FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Can aggressive 6-6 North 
Carolina Player of the Year Brian 
Feggins add enough oomph inside? Or 
will it be taller (6-9), but softer, rookie 
Kevin Thompson? 


BUT WHAT IF... Chris Corchiani or 
Rodney Monroe gets hurt? T-t-t-that’s all, 
folks. 


WEIRD NUMBER: During State’s 
first-round NCAA contest, the ESPN 
announcer incessantly expressed 
amazement over Avie Lester scoring 
eight points in the game. Lester 
averaged 8.4 points a game during the 
season. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Even though 
Monroe takes more shots than Dillinger, 
his teammates love him because A) 
They all go in and B) “He does it within 
the cohesiveness of the system,” 
according to assistant Dick Stewart. 


For a whole lotta’ prattle about how 
the Pack should pack it in for the season. 
How all the extracurricular adversity 
will crush their concentration. How the 


For more information, call 1-B00-BE SHAPFP. 


“V" in Valvano should stand for ‘‘Va- 
moose out of the top 20.” 

So be prepared—but don’t bite. Since 
four starters, including the premier 
backcourt in the nation, are returning, 
anything but a victory-packed Wolfpack 
year would be a surprise. 

State will have to replace Chucky 
Brown, its prime frontcourt force. And, 
yes, a number of lesser-known, though 
physically gifted players (Avie Lester, 
Tom Gugliotta and freshmen Brian Feg- 
gins and Kevin Thompson) will have to 
pick up the slack. 

But that backcourt... point guard 
Chris Corchiani, after leading the ACC 
in assists and steals last year, will only get 
better with two years of the Valvano 
School of Game Anatomy under his belt. 
“He's been great as a mostly instinctive 
player,’’ assistant Dick Stewart says. 
“But now he’s also growing as a thinker 
on the court.’’ And 6-3 shooting guard 
Rodney Monroe, who often seems to 
have a psychic connection with the bas- 
ket, is only the best shooting guard in 
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the country. 

Then there’s 6-7 small forward Brian 
Howard (12.5 ppg, 52.3 percent fg), 
who's not only quick and slick but calls 
out Valvano’s changing defenses and of- 
ten comprises an unstoppable double- 
wing with Monroe. Lester, a Kenny 
Walker-like semi-stiff jumping jack, also 
has the speed and quickness, if not yet 
the reaction time, to become a raging re- 
bounder. 

Throw in Valvano’s variety of de- 
fenses—including one that has the dimin- 
utive Corchiani boxing out the oppo- 
nent’s best rebounder—and his unpara- 
lelled ability to change strategy during a 
game, and you’ve got another danger- 
ous Wolfpack outfit. 


NOTRE DAME 


This entire youthful 
crew—one that obvi- 
ously enjoys playing 
together a lot—is back 
a year older and, hopefully, wiser. The 
chemistry on the floor is equally exem- 
plary. Six-four Joe Frederick (16.7 ppg, 
82 assists), while not the quickest or the 
strongest, is certainly one of the most 
hardnosed guards we've ever seen. 
Pointman Tim Singleton, another tough 


NOTRE DAME FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Keith Tower's emergence. 
If a 6-11, 230-pounder can be “hidden.” 


BUT WHAT IF... Tower doesn't? Then 
brilliant LaPhonso Ellis must continue to 
play one position up. 


WEIRD NUMBER: Joe Frederick would 
have been the seventh best three-point 
shooter in the nation (52.1 percent)—but 

didn’t have enough attempts (71) to 

qualify. 

BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Before 6-5 small 
forward Kevin Ellery became 
academically ineligible last year, he hit 
eight of 18 threes in only eight games. 


little nut, controls the tempo like a 
champ and gets the ball to the right peo- 
ple at the right time. (In other 
words, he does everything David Rivers 
wouldn't.) Quietly explosive Jamere 
Jackson—“‘Our best defender by far,” 
says assistant Matt Kilcullen—and solid 
soph Elmer Bennett give the Irish four 
super-solid guards. 

Up front there’s less consistency—but 
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even more physical ability. Six-nine soph 
LaPhonso Ellis (13.5 ppg, 9.4 rpg), al- 
ready brilliant in the more apparent as- 
pects of the game, must only improve his 
handling and ability to read defenses to 
become a major pro. “We'll use him 
more facing the basket and shooting the 
jumper this year,’’ Kilcullen says. But 
not during the first semester, which Ellis 
must sit out. Six-nine senior Keith 
Robinson is no less talented (how does 
24 points and 10 rebounds against Per- 
vis Ellison grab you?), but must put 
some consistent mean in his scene. Six- 
five Kevin Ellery, a pit bull who can pop 
it, and 6-5 soph Damon Sweet should 
share the small forward spot. 

Still, for this team to reach real—say, 
Final Four—greatness, 6-11 hulkster 
Keith Tower might need to come 
through. Much-improved down the 
stretch last season—he doubled his stats 
over the last nine games—his beef and 
bulk would keep Ellis in his more com- 


Pittsburgh's Shorter is long on inside 
oomph, and Pitt’s hoping 1989-90 is 
Brian time again. 


BRUCE L. SCHWARTZMAN 


fortable (power forward) spot. And give 
coach Digger Phelps the kind of mass he 
likes to throw at the boards (the nation’s 
second-best rebounding margin at 9 
pg) as well as the punishing inside de- 
fense last year’s team has lacked. 
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TECH 
Kenny Anderson is 
no Chris Jackson. 

Of course, he’s not 


Ted Koppel, Leonid Brezhnev or Gol- 
da Meir either. But Anderson, who’s 
been considered by many the most awe- 
some high schooler in history, is follow- 
ing Jackson just a year later, playing the 
same position, and is inevitably com- 
pared to last year’s frosh phenom. 
“Kenny is more of a pure point guard, 
a guy with an uncanny ability to read the 
floor,’’ assistant Kevin Cantwell says. 


GEORGIA TECH FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: The emergence of skinny 
6-11 redshirt James Munlyn, who owns 
oodles of physical talent. 


BUT WHAT IF... inexperience costs them 
when the chips are down? 


WEIRD NUMBER: Tech has six of the last 
eight ACC Rookies of the Year. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Last pre-season, 
Dennis Scott lost 20 pounds of unwanted 
flab. Then gained it back during the 
season. 


“His gliding quickness off the dribble 
might be his greatest asset.’’ What he is 
not is a 30-point scorer, or even a shoot- 
er of particular purity. ‘““Not yet,’’ 
stresses the coach. “Because his unbe- 
lievable penetrating and passing skills 
got him by opponents so easily in high 
school, he just never put that much time 
into his shot.” 

Actually, the Anderson-ian expecta- 
tions gap might apply to the entire team. 
“No question, due to our fantastic re- 
cruiting class, our fans will expect a lot,” 
smiles Cantwell. ‘But, from a coaching 
point of view, we have to be prepared 
for some growing pains.”’ Six-ten for- 
ward Malcolm Mackey, talented but a 
tad soft, and rawer-than-raw superathlete 
Darryl Barnes are the other novices slat- 
ed for big minutes. But when all is said 
and done, inhuman rebounder Ivano 
Newbill might be the sleeper of this 
bunch. 

Of course, mere inexperience is no 
reason for Tech fans to shed their Yel- 
low Jackets. Lethal levitator Brian Oliver 
(16.1 ppg, 7 apg, 55.4 fg) is getting 
ready for his NBA run and phenomenal 
long ranger Dennis Scott (20.3 ppg, 
leading the ACC in treys made) looks 
loads quicker minus those 20 pounds of 
unwanted flab. Seven-foot ‘redshirt 
James Munlyn, the likely starting center, 
is another major talent. 


Best of all, with the seeing-eye Ander- 
son at the helm, coach Bobby Cremins 
should be ready to push the ball up ata 
blinding pace. With all the physical tal- 
ent available to fill the lanes, this could 
make the Tech attack well-nigh impossi- 
ble to defend. 


BALL STATE 
Yeah, Ball State. Lest 
you laugh, the ob- 
scure Cards’ 29-3 re- 
cord was legitimized 
by their road win over Big Ten factor 
Minnesota and that rousing NCAA 
comeback vs. Pitt. And now everybody’s 
back—except the coach. ‘‘Dick [Hunsak- 
er] was promoted from assistant and I 
was brought in,” new aide Larry Eustachy 


LaPhonso’s happy days are on hold at 
Notre Dame until Ellis beefs up in the 
classroom. 
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says. ‘So I guess you could say as long 
as I don’t screw these guys up, we'll be 
tough.” 

Try monstrous, especially inside. I 
mean, when 6-9 widebodies Curtis Kidd 
and Paris McCurdy decide to rearrange 
your face, consider yourself rearranged. 
McCurdy (11.7 ppg, 8.5 rpg), who has 
mitts the size of Rhode Island, is a pre- 
mier defensive devastator who guards 
the opponent's top scorer, be it a guard 
or a center. Kidd (14 ppg, 6.7 rpg), a 
more fluid offensive player, is a big-time 
board force as well. Mix in a talented 6- 


BALL STATE FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: The untapped potential of 
6-3 soph Chandler Thompson. 


BUT WHAT IF... The Cards, an incredible 
surprise team last season, lose their 
hunger as favorites? 


WEIRD NUMBER: Ball State’s plus 6 
rebound margin—with no inside starter 
taller than 6-7. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Obscure 6-5 
Shawn Parrish, and not better-known 
insiders Paris McCurdy or Curtis Kidd, is 
the Cards’ best offensive rebounder. “He 
plays a lot like Kurt Rambis,” assistant 
coach Larry Eustachy says. 


8 small forward—“‘Greg Miller could be 
the best pro prospect of the bunch,” says 
Eustachy—and a 7-1 moose who blocked 
1.3 shots a game while playing just 12 
minutes, and you've got yourself one 
tough-hombre frontline. 

Truth be told though, if the Cards are 
not to get reshuffled they must improve 
their perimeter game this year. ‘‘We’re 
really not bad shooters,’ Eustachy con- 
tradicts the numbers (45.9 fg, only 283 
treys). ‘‘It’s just that we spend so much 
energy on defense (40.8 defensive fg 
percent, fourth in the nation) that our 
arms get too tired on the other end.” 

Top Gun Billy Butts (11.8 ppg, 39 
percent from three-point range) has in- 
deed shown some flashes of purity and 
redshirt soph Chandler Thompson has 
been called ‘‘the best prospect in the 


Dennis is menaced by weight problems, 
but if he keeps those 20 pounds off 
this season, Georgia Tech’s home Scott 
free. 


Mid-American Conference since Ron 
Harper.” 


UCLA 


This year’s gilded re- 
cruiting class—one of 
the best in the na- 
tion—should put 
some much-needed muscle tone in the 
Bruins. But how much? ‘“‘We’re not 
quite sure yet,” assistant Tony Fuller 
says. ‘Zan Mason, a 6-7 power forward, 
the strongest of the kids, is an extremely 
tenacious rebounder and inside defend- 
er. [Six-eleven center] Rodney Odom, 
another great athlete, is more of an all- 
around player.”” The Bruins’ other tal- 
ented freshmen—44-point scorer Tracy 
Murray and amazingly athletic Mitchell 
Butler—are more inclined to pop from 
the perimeter than pound the paint. 

Those queries aside, there’s brilliant 
returning talent at the forward spots. 
Six-eight Trevor Wilson (18.4 ppg, 8.7 
rpg), the bruisingest Bruin, delectably 
quick for his size and, with his exciting 
all-around skills, is probably the Pac 10’s 
best player. And 6-10 soph Don 
MacLean, a real All-American Pie, is 
fundamentally sound as well, and owns 
excellent form and balance on his deadly 
12- to 15-foot jumper. 

Second-year guard Darrick Martin al- 
so has all the tools to fill Pooh’s shoes at 
the point while the electric Butler and 
medical redshirt Gerald Madkins 
should vie for the off-guard spot. 

Without a doubt, in new coach Jim 
Harrick’s second season, these Bruins 
are ready to take another step toward 
the limelight. A baby step or a Beamon- 
esque leap? The answer will be inside. 


UCLA FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Can 6-10 center Kevin 
Walker, the Bill Laimbeer of the 
perimeter, also become a bit more 
Laimbeer-ish on the boards? 


BUT WHAT IF... The Bruins still don’t 
carry enough inside oomph? 


WEIRD NUMBER: The tallest Bruin 
(Walker) is also the team’s best 
three-point shooter (125 attempts, 45.6 
percent) by far. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Six-seven Keith 
Owens, originally a non-recruited player, 
owned the Bruins’ best field-goal 
percentage (62.1, 66.7 in conference 
play) last year. 


Tasty little 
number. 


What we have here is an ultra light with taste. And before 
you say “impossible? we'd like to point out that Merit Ultra Lights 
is one of America’s fastest growing brands. Thanks to 
Enriched Flavor™ the impossible becomes possible. 

A tasty little number, indeed. 


Enriched Flavor" ultra low ol solution with Merit. 


MERIT 


Ultra Lights 


FILTER 
LTRA LOW TAR 


Merit Ultra Lights 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 


Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, 
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy. 


© Philip Morris Inc. 1989 


Kings: 5 mg ‘‘tar;’ 0.5 mg nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method. 


ST. JOHN’S 
“The top 20? What 
top 20? The top 20 of 
what?’’ coach Lou 
Carnesecca rasps in 
his delightfully redundant way. “I think 
it’s premature. It’s too soon. We’re not 
there yet.” 

Even the Little General, generally the 
master of understatement, dares not 
doubt his young-but-excellent front- 
court. “But we have to take some pres- 
sure off those guys,” he warns. Indeed, 
it was immature guard play (-123 turno- 
ver margin) and downright depressing 
outside shooting (31.9 percent, a puni- 
fied 208 attempts from three-point 
range) that kept the NIT champs out of 
the NCAAs last year. However, senior 
point guard Boo Harvey, back from aca- 


ST. JOHN’S FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Is Prop. 48 soph Chucky 
Sproling the pure outside shooter he was 
reputed to be out of high school? 


BUT WHAT IF... He’s the bricklayer we 
saw in the McDonald's All-Star game? 


WEIRD NUMBER: Six-foot freshman 
Terrence Mullin—Chris’ little 
brother—played only eight minutes a 
game last year, but shot 52.9 percent 
(46.1 from three-point range). Must be in 
the genes. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Excellent 
reserve forward Billy Singleton (7.5 ppg, 
3.9 rpg in only 18 mpg) is Ed Pinckney’s 

nephew. Did someone say genes? 


demic difficulties, should settle things 
nicely with his speed and savvy. Last 
year’s raw rookie Jason Buchanan (9.2 
ppg, 50.7 percent fg), who owns an ex- 
cellent basketball head and some super- 
slinky moves, is also a year wiser. And 
the key could be Prop. 48 sophomore 
Chucky Sproling, an out-and-out shame- 
less scorer in high school, who could 
(must) supply that elusive perimeter di- 
mension. 

The formidable frontline will be an- 
chored by 6-10 NIT MVP Jayson Wil- 
liams, whose unique combination of in- 
side oomph and outside smooth could 
propel him into lottery-land by June. 
Eely soph Malik Sealy (12.9 ppg, 6.4 
rpg) is an explosion-in-waiting at small 
forward, while second-year center Rob- 
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ert Werdann is about a quarter-step foot 
quickness away from becoming a pre- 
mier Big East center. 

“We'll try to run more this year. Use 2 
our speed. Play quicker,’’ promises 3 
Carnesecca. ““We just need a bit more | 
seasoning. A little salt. Oregano. A 
pinch of thyme.” 


TT CUNNINGHAM 


OKLAHOMA 
STATE 


When your center 
named Jordan 
leaves for Turkey 
and is replaced by a guy from the Swed- 
ish National Team. . . well, such goings- 
on could lead to international complica- 
tions. 

But coach Leonard Hamilton has no 
time to take side trips to the UN. He’s 
been too busy rebuilding this recently 
pathetic program (8-20 in ’87) into a 
young team (80 percent of the points 
were scored by first- or second-year play- 
ers last year) perched on the edge of na- 
tional contention. In fact, the Cowboy 
Condition has improved to the point 
where the talented Jordan’s departure 
may not take a single bullet out of Ham- 
ilton’s sixshooter. 

“Johnny (7-0 junior Pittmann) 
doesn’t have Jordan’s post moves, but 
he’s an extremely quick athlete with all 
the tools to become an intimidating de- 
fender,” says the coach. The big Pit’s 
numbers, translated to starter’s minutes, 
indeed reside in Jordan-ian territory (4 
ppg, 3.3 rpg, 24 blocks in only 10 mpg). 
Add in the Sweet Swede (6-10 Mattias 
Sahlstrom) with his nifty moves and deft 


OKLAHOMA STATE FILE 


HIDDEN KEY: Six-eight JC transfer John 
Potter, who originally signed with 
Oklahoma, is a smoothie of an outside 
shooter. Just what these pokes need. 


BUT WHAT IF... There still isn’t enough 
three-point dimension (only 265 attempts 
last season) to loosen things inside? 


WEIRD NUMBER: In three short seasons, 
coach Leonard Hamilton raised the 
Cowboys’ scoring from 69.4 to 83.5 ppg, 
the scoring margin from minus 7.4 to 
plus 7.4, and the rebound margin from 
minus 4.3 to plus 4.8. 


BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW: Six-seven 
freshman Byron Houston was just about 
as powerful a rejector (2.2 pg) last year 

as 6-11 NBA millionaire Stacey King 

(2.3 pg). 


The Bruins are looking to Mr. MacLean > 
to wipe the boards and Don his 
shooting cap, along with All-America 
hopeful Trevor Wilson. 


perimeter touch and, well pardner, these 
Cowboys might just be awright in the 
paint. 

And much, much better at the forward 
spots, where you might not find a better 
pair in the nation. If it weren’t for one 
Chris Jackson, 6-7 aggressor Byron 
Houston (13 ppg, 8.4 rpg, 2.2 bpg) may 
well have been the best freshman in cap- 
tivity last season. Athletic problem child 
Richard Dumas (15.7 ppg, 7 rpg) also 
has an-excellent knack for scoring and 
the stunning quickness that allowed 
him—at 6-7, 210 pounds—to finish sec- 
ond in the Big Eight in steals. 

Hamilton’s guards—both freshmen last 
year—are not far behind the frontline in 
talent. Six-two Corey Williams (12.4 
ppg), a punishing quickster who takes no 
prisoners on defense, upped his average 
to 15.5 ppg over the last six games. 
Darwyn Alexander (7.9 ppg), who be- 
came a starter only over the last 11 con- 
tests, raised his scoring to 13.5 ppg and 
led the conference in three-point field 
goal percentage (51). 
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Karl Malone’s nickname is: 
a. The Postman c. Round Mound 
b. The Deliverer d. The Mailman 


Before coming to Phoenix, Tom Chambers 
played with which two teams? 
a. Seattle and Portland c. Seattle and San Diego 


b. Seattle and d. Portland and New York 
nyeth Los Angeles 
rae 
ANY b Akeem Olajuwon’s native country is: 
» a. Ethiopia c. Nigeria 
b. The Sudan d. Zimbabwe 


Kevin McHale is Boston’s career leader in CHARLES BARKLEY 


which category? 
a. Scoring c. Blocked shots 
b. Rebounds d. Field Goal Percentage 


True or False: Charles Barkley led the NBA in 
rebounding in 1987. 


David Robinson played college basketball for 
which military academy? 

a. Coast Guard c. Merchant Marine 
b. Army d. Navy 
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MISSOURI 


24 Crunch-time underachievers 
own some brilliant individual 
talents (SG Anthony Peeler, C Doug 
Smith, PF Nathan Buntin), but point 
guard Lee Coward’s poor shot selection 
(44.9 percent fg) and, worse decision 
making (164 assists but 106 turnovers) 
hurts immeasurably. 


XAVIER 

Superb big man Tyrone 

Hill (18.9 ppg, 12.2 rpg) 
and Derek Strong (15.3 ppg, 8 rpg) 
should twin-tower over all opponents. 
“But we really need that one complete 


guard who can also fill it from the out- 
side,’’ coach Pete Gillen says. 


OKLAHOMA 

Billy Tubbs U. will excite 

U with plenty of funkadelic 
dazzle once again. Still, with Stacey King 
and Mookie Blaylock gone, ‘“‘our new 
guys—JC transfers Jackie Jones and 


Smokey McCovery—are 
our best players,” 
according to Billy. 


TEXAS 
Too much of the time, the 
"Horns’ superb guards 


(Travis Mays, Lance Blanks, Joey 
Wright and Courtney Jeans) were forced 
to play forward last year. The JC infu- 
sion of 6-8 Locksley Colley, a smooth 
scorer, and man-eating board monster 
Guillermo Myers (6-8, 235 pounds) 
should set things right. 


INDIANA 

Bob Knight is sure to fash- 

ion another miracle around 
point guard Lynn Jones, talented soph 
forward Eric Anderson (11.9 ppg), and 
no fewer than seven excellent freshmen. 
However, lacking experience and an all- 
around court genius like Jay Edwards, 


this team will probably take another year 
to reach its ultimate potential. 


2 & MEMPHIS STATE 


Truly a unique team. A 

speed-laden guard rotation 
(6-3 Cheyenne Gibson, 6-1 Tony Mad- 
lock, 6-5 John McLoughlin, and the bril- 
liane Elliott Perry) that doesn’t shoot 
quite well enough (31.7 percent, only 
252 attempts from three-point range). 
Two 6-5 small forwards (Ernest Smith 
and Russell Young) that play 6-9 on 
their bad days. And a bunch of no-name 
6-9s who play at 6-5. 


MINNESOTA 

Six-seven Willie Burton 

(18.6 ppg, 7.5 rpg) is an ex- 
ceptional talent and fellow forward 
Richard Coffey, a former paratrooper, 
plays like a former paratrooper. ‘If he 
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had one leg, he’d still pound you to 
death,’’ assistant Art Brown says. The 
Gophers’ perimeter game, however, 
(46.1 percent fg, ninth in the Big Ten) 
leaves loads to be desired. 


28 NEW MEXICO 


Los Lobos own excellent 

three-point shooting (43.5 
percent), a solid point guard (Darrell 
McGee's 7.4 apg was 10th best in the 
country), and, in 7-2 Luc Longley (13 
ppg, 6.8 rpg, 90 blocks), one of the na- 
tion’s promising young centers. Still, of- 
tentimes, they leave you with that 
should-be-better feeling. 


29 


The Owls are adding four 

6-9-and-up guys—including 
extra-talented 7-footer Donald Hodge— 
to give magical Mark Macon (18.3 ppg, 
5.6 rpg) solid help inside. Offensively 
raw 6-11 junior Duane Causwell (11.3 
ppg, 8.9 rpg) is already a beyond-spec- 
tacular shotblocker (4.1 pg) in the Bill 
Russell mold. 


30 IOWA STATE 


Entering super-sleeper terri- 

tory. In 6-9, 265-pound 
Victor Alexander, the Cyclones own one 
of the nation’s best unknown centers. 
And coach Johnny Orr also has more ob- 
scure talents—JC-ers Kirk Baker and 
Doug Collins, redshirts Paul Doerrfeld 
and Norman Brown, and Illinois trans- 
fer Phil Kunz—coming in than practical- 
ly anyone else in the country. 


HOUSTON 

The frontline—smooth shoot- 

ing JC transfer Carl Herrera, 
Temple will be Macon some noise if 
Mark gets the inside help he needs. 


20 


dominant Craig Upchurch (18.8 ppg, 
6.5 rpg) and high-potential Minnesota 
transfer Kelvin Smith—looms threaten- 
ing and impressive. The backcourt 
couldn’t scare Don Knotts. 


3 WAKE FOREST 
There’s a lot of talent here, 
but ‘‘to teach them how to 

win is the next step,” stresses new coach 

Dave Odom. The forward pair of 6-7 

Sam Ivy and 6-8 Chris King is as good 

as any in the country, and 6-9 George- 

town transfer Anthony Tucker also owns 
exceptional skills. Quicksilver quarter- 


back Derrick McQueen (5.4 apg, sixth 
in the ACC) is underrated, creative and 


Lionel of LaSalle will be training in on 
an All-America berth, but that’s par for 
Simmons. 


WYHONINNND LLOOS 


well nigh unstoppable off the dribble. 


3 3 SOUTHERN 


MISSISSIPPI 

Deep-sleeper team (10-17, 
2-10 in the Metro last year) adds a 
much-needed quality point guard (6-2 
JC transfer Russell Johnson) and center 
(6-11 Daron Jenkins) to certified court 
geniuses Darren Chancellor (20.6 ppg, 


52.8 percent fg) and Clarence Weather- 
spoon (14.7 ppg, 10.7 rpg, 54.5 percent 


fg). 
34 The Bulldogs should re- 
ceive excellent guard play 
from exciting Litterial Green (30.5 ppg 
in his two games vs. Chris Jackson), 
South Carolina Player of the Year Shaun 
Golden, and top reserves Jody Patton 
(45.7 percent in treys, second in the 
SEC) and Rod Cole. The key is the de- 
velopment of 6-10 thin man Neville 
Austin, which would allow productive 
Alec Kessler (19.2 ppg, 9.7 rpg) to re- 
turn to his own (power forward) spot. 


3 LA SALLE 


The Explorers venture into 

unknown territory—nation- 
al-factor land—riding the incredible abil- 
ities of super-skilled Lionel Simmons 
(28.4 ppg, 11.4 rpg), quick point guard 
Doug Overton (7.6 apg, seventh in the 
nation), and MAAC Rookie of the Year 
Jack Hurd (12.8 ppg, 44 percent from 
three-point range). But, with the post 
game still lacking, 6-8 transfer Byron 
Holland, from Bangor High School in 
Bangor, Pennsylvania, will really have 
to bang inside. 


OREGON STATE 

With Eric Knox (16.4 ppg, 

113 assists) graduating, the 
Beavers might have to change their 
name to Gary and the Paytons. But Pay- 
ton (20.1 ppg, 244 assists) is so-o-0-o 
good.... 


GEORGIA 


1. KIRK MANNS 

2. ROB ROBBINS 
3. JEFF FRYER 

4. DENNIS SCOTT 
5. SYDNEY GRIDER 


FLORIDA 


3 } Last season, this most schiz- 

ophrenic of all teams owned 
the best frontline (7-2 Dwayne Schint- 
zius, 6-8 Livingston Chatman, 6-7 
Dwayne Davis) and the worst guard 
corps in captivity. They also won the 
SEC—and suffered some really horren- 
dous losses (including 68-46 to Colo- 
rado State in the NCAAs) outside the 
league. Still, if this year’s guard recruits, 
especially exceptionally talented 6-6 red- 
shirt Stacey Poole, do the job, the sky’s 
the limit in Gatorland. 


PROVIDENCE 
Quicksilver Eric Murdock 
(16.2 ppg) and Carlton 


Screen (6.8 apg both in the nation’s top 
seven in steals), receive questionable sup- 
port from a lukewarm frontline (minus 
4.5 rebound margin, next to last in the 
Big East). Exceptional young coach Rick 
Barnes won more games last season than 
any first-year mentor at Providence—but 
finished second with about 17 big guys 


he tried to bring into the Friar fold. 
39 BIRMINGHAM 
Blazers can’t rebound to 
save their lives (minus 3.3 margin), but 
can block shots and shoot (42.4 percent 
from three-point range, 582 attempts) 
exceptionally well. From where we're 
sitting, 6-8, 245-pound power forward 
Larry Rembert (8.3 ppg, 4 rpg in only 
17 mpg) must get more playing time. 
40 This really depressing pro- 
gram un-yecched itself in 
one year under dynamite coach Bob 
Wenzel. With four starters back, and the 
addition of Syracuse transfers Earl Dun- 
can and Keith Hughes, things are really 
looking up—but there still isn’t a quality 


player over 6-8 on the roster who could 
do some real business inside. 


ALABAMA- 


RUTGERS 


(6-1 SG, Michigan State) 

(6-5 SG, New Mexico) 

(6-2 SG, Loyola-Marymount) 

(6-7 SF, Georgia Tech) 

(6-3 SG, Southwestern Louisiana) 
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SCHWARTZMAN 


RATINGS 


4 Tops by the hair on your 


chinny-chin-chin—but No. 1 
nevertheless. First, the Atlantic Coast 
Conference lost relatively few (four) 
NBA draft choices. Then, while this 
rookie class won't have near the impact 
of last year’s, the conference topped 
the recruiting derby (eight of the 
nation’s top 25 players) with Georgia 
Tech, North Carolina and Duke all 
enjoying great recruiting years. The 
race should be extra-tight—a 9-5 record 
might do the job—and the depth is so 
incomparable that the last-place finisher 
will still be an NIT caliber team. 
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N.C. State’s Chris Corchiani is half of 
the best backcourt duo in the nation’s 
best conference, the ACC. 


ALL-ACC TEAM 


C: Elden Campbell (Clemson) 

F: Dale Davis (Clemson) 

F: Rick Fox (North Carolina) 
G: Chris Corchiani (N.C. State) 
G: Rodney Monroe (N.C. State) 


PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Rodney Monroe (N.C. State) 


CONFERENCE 


PRESENTING 
COWES ER@Ore: 
SUPER SEVEN! 
Mrte ELITE LEASCUES 
OF 1989-90 


ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 
Kenny Anderson (6-2 PG, Georgia Tech) 


SLEEPER OF THE YEAR 
Bryant Stith (6-6 SF, Virginia) 


4. NORTH CAROLINA 


Absent their usual minimum daily 
requirement of superstars, the Heels, as 
usual, will win with team play. Underrated 
rookies George Lynch (6-7 PF) and Henrik 
Rodl (6-6 F/G) should contribute big-time. 


2. DUKE 


Superior guard depth, and talented 
Christian Laettner, will overcome the loss of 
Danny Ferry. 


3. CLEMSON 


Twin Tower-ing frontline must get help 
from talented, but woefully inconsistent, 
guard corps. 


4. N.C. STATE 


Best backcourt in the country by a country 
mile. Must find a big-guy producer up 
front. 


5. GEORGIA TECH 


Talent galore, but lots of inexperience in 
some important (point guard, center, power 
forward) spots. 


6. WAKE FOREST 


Small, young, but talented team, now must 
learn how to win. Demon Deacons might 
be on the verge of a breakthrough if they 
play better defense (50.4 percent defensive 
fg, last in the ACC). 


7. VIRGINIA 


Hurt by the departure of Richard Morgan 
and Brent Dabbs, Cavs will rely on PG 
John Crotty and outstanding sophomore 
forward Bryant Stith. The awareness that 
this is well-loved coach Terry Holland’s last 
season might serve as an inspiration as well. 


8. MARYLAND 


Without a doubt the strongest last-place 
team in the country, the Terps must, and 
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will, shoot better (46 percent fg, 28.3 
percent treys) under no-nonsense Gary 
Williams. 


2 BIG EAST 


Last year’s all-time great 
recruiting effort (Alonzo 

Mourning, Billy Owens et. al.) was 
followed by a relatively so-so rookie 
crop (only two of the nation’s top 25 
players this season). Still, the Big East 
wasn't particularly hard-hit by 
graduation (four draft choices, only 
two first-rounders) and, while NCAA 
finalist Seton Hall did lose the entire 
lineup, essential conference factors 
Pittsburgh, St. John’s and Providence 
return practically intact. The addition 
of 6-10 Kentucky transfer LeRon Ellis 
gives Syracuse an all-world frontline. 


ALL BIG EAST TEAM 


C: Alonzo Mourning (Georgetown) 
F: Derrick Coleman (Syracuse) 

F: Brian Shorter (Pitt) 

G: Eric Murdock (Providence) 

G: Jason Matthews (Pitt) 


PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


Derrick Coleman (Syracuse) 


ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 

Michael Tate (6-6 SF, Georgetown) 
SLEEPER OF THE YEAR 

Jayson Williams (6-10 PF, St. John’s) 
4. GEORGETOWN 


Record-breaking shotblocking and fantastic 


pressure defense must be complimented by 
adequate perimeter play. Expect rookie 
Michael Tate and obscure shooter Mark 
Tillmon, to become major factors. 


2. SYRACUSE 


More physical talent than the Miami Heat. 


But point play and three-point dimension 
remain major question marks. 


3. PITTSBURGH 


A dramatic revival of the Broadway hit: 
“Where's The Bench, Anyway?” Brilliantly 
talented, but extremely shallow, Panthers 
must guard against defensive fatigue at 
crunch time. 


4. ST. JOHN’S 


If the Redmen, with their fabulous frontline 


could only trade for Chris Mullin... Prop. 
48 soph Chucky Sproling’s perimeter 
inclinations might be the key. 


5. PROVIDENCE 


The Friars’ patented run 'n’ stun style will 


once again (A) emphasize their speed-laden 
guard play and (B) cover up the frontline 
weaknesses reasonably well. 


6. VILLANOVA 


Inexperienced sophomores and the league's 


best recruiting class must provide much of 
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Syracuse’s Derrick Coleman stayed in 


school, and now he’s a best bet for Big 
East Player of the Year. 


the guard play and fill in at small forward. 
He-man spots—C Tom Greis, PF Rodney 
Taylor—seem set, though delectably agile 
6-10 rookie James Bryson, might demand 
some floor time. 


7. SETON HALL 


Last year’s exceptional backups—C/F 
Anthony Avent, PF Frantz Volcy, SF 
Michael Cooper—now must produce as 
starters. Major questions remain at guard. 


8. CONNECTICUT 


The Huskies will rely on talented guard 
Chris Smith, shooting fanatic John Gwynn 
and superb sleeper-talent Murray Williams. 
Six-six Connecticut Player of the Year Scott 
Burrell must contribute up front on this tiny 
team. 


9. BOSTON COLLEGE 


Barros-less Eagles have no double-figure 
scorers returning. However, pint-size squad 
has finally corralled some promising 
big-man talent. 


BIG TEN 


Nation’s best conference last year 
has lost more essential players— 
Jay Edwards, Glen Rice, Jay 
Burson, Nick Anderson, Kenny Battle, 
BJ. Armstrong, Roy Marble 
et. al.—than any other league. An 
exceptional recruiting year will begin to 
replace those stars—but not enough to 
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immediately return two teams to the 
Final Four. 


ALL BIG TEN TEAM 


C: Loy Vaught (Michigan) 

F: Willie Burton (Minnesota) 

F: Danny Jones (Wisconsin) 

G: Rumeal Robinson (Michigan) 
G: Steve Smith (Michigan State) 


PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Rumeal Robinson (Michigan) 


ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 
Deon Thomas (6-9 PF, Illinois) 


SLEEPER OF THE YEAR 
Steve Scheffler (6-9 C, Purdue) 


4. MICHIGAN 


There's enough talent in Wolverine country 
to even make up for the loss of Glen Rice. 
Consistent production from Born To Be Wild 
Sean Higgins will be all-essential. 


2. ILLINOIS 


The guards have smarts, and some excellent 
young talent with size will replace the 
departed miniature frontline. 


3. INDIANA 


The next Hoosier era will be built around 
seven excellent freshmen, studious shot 
selection and strict defense. 


4. MINNESOTA 


The Gophers rebound well and keep 
miscues to a minimum (-2.6 turnover 
margin, tops in the league). Outside 

shooting must get much better. 


5. MICHIGAN STATE 


Six-ten center Mike Peplowski’s return to 
health should allow solid talents like Matt 
Steigenga and Ken Redfield to play their 
own spots, and the Spartans should be 
vastly improved. Sweet swinger Steve Smith 
is probably the best unknown player in the 
country. 


6. IOWA 


A real coaching test for the great Dr. Tom 
Davis after the departure of Marble- 
Horton-Armstrong. Hawkeyes will rebuild 
around the talents of extra-quick Ray 
Thompson and deep-shooting big guy Matt 
Bullard. 


7. PURDUE 


Returning three senior starters, including 
bruising sleeper-center Steve Scheffler, 
should keep the well-coached Boilermakers 
on everyone’s least-favorite-opponent list. 


8. OHIO STATE 


Extremely young, but talented, team will 
have a hard time overcoming the nation's 
toughest schedule. 


9. WISCONSIN 


Badgers lost one great talent (Trent 
Jackson) and kept another in forward 
Danny Jones (20 ppg, 51.4 percent fg). 


The rest of the squad has more role players 
than your neighborhood theater group. 


40. NORTHWESTERN 


N.C. State transfer Walker Lambiotte can 


really shoot (18 ppg, 53.4 percent fg). But 
the Wildcats, not at all a bad team, have a 
hard time competing defensively and on the 
boards against such tough competition. 


4 There are more unknown centers 
of promise here (Victor Alexander, 
Shaun Vandiver, Rich King, 

Doug Smith) than anywhere else 

in the country. But, over the past two 
seasons, this league has lost half a 
lottery (Danny Manning, Mitch 
Richmond, Stacey King, Harvey 
Grant), as well as oodles of other 
primetime talent (Jeff Grayer, Mookie 
Blaylock, Byron Irwin, Gary Leonard, 
Matt Bullard, Richard Jordan). 


ALL BIG EIGHT TEAM 


C: Victor Alexander (Iowa State) 

F: Richard Dumas (Oklahoma State) 
F: Byron Houston (Oklahoma State) 
G: Steve Henson (Kansas State) 

G: Anthony Peeler (Missouri) 


PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Byron Houston (Oklahoma State) 


ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 


Jackie Jones (6-7 swing forward, Oklahoma) 


SLEEPER OF THE YEAR 
Shaun Vandiver (6-10 C, Colorado) 


4. OKLAHOMA STATE 


Leonard Hamilton’s young Cowpokes, 
clearly on the verge of great things, should 
be steeled by a tough schedule and might 
mature by tournament time. 


2. MISSOURI 


The Tigers, with the most returning talent 


in the conference, must still prove their 
mettle under crunch-time fire. 


3. OKLAHOMA 


JC supers Jackie Jones and Smokey 
McCovery, as well as forward Jeff Webster 
(the league’s best true freshman), must 
replace Messrs. King and Blaylock. But 
smallish Sooners (no one over 6-8 on the 
roster) will be hurting inside. 


4. IOWA STATE 


A real sleeper possibility for the title. With 


the dominating Victor Alexander (19.9 ppg, 
8.8 rpg) and a plethora of incoming talent, 
the Cyclones might well explode. 


5. KANSAS 


Very strong on the perimeter (53.2 percent 


fg, sixth in the country), but, especially 
defensively, vulnerable inside. Two 
excellent additions—Indiana transfer Ricky 
Calloway and explosive rookie point guard 
Adonis Jordan—should help. 


6. KANSAS STATE 


A major rebuilding effort around superb 


point guard Steve Henson. But who better 
to do it than ‘“‘Mr. Overachiever,”’ Lon 
Kruger? 


7. NEBRASKA 


A talented bunch that’s somehow yet to jell. 


Lots of potential in the middle with 7-2 
junior Rick King. 


8. COLORADO—Great strength at 


center in 6-10 Shaun Vandiver, and 6-3 


‘im 


es 
Michigan State’s Steve Smith is the 
second-best guard in the third-best 
conference, the Big Ten. 


senior sleeper Reggie Morton has also come 
on nicely. But Buffs have real problems 
playing Big Eight caliber defense. 


METRO 


Due to prime contender Florida 
State’s heavy graduation losses, 
even a Pervis-less Louisville team 
should dominate. The Cards have the 
nation’s best sophomore class and also 
add exceptional Prop. 48 eligible 6-5 
Jerome Harmon. Watch for M.K. 
Turk’s Southern Mississippi Eagles to 
simply explode out of last place. 


ALL METRO TEAM 


C: Felton Spencer (Louisville) 

F: Clarence Weatherspoon (Southern 
Mississippi) 

F: Ernest Smith (Memphis State) 

G: Bimbo Coles (Virginia Tech) 

G: Darrin Chancellor (Southern Mississippi) 
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PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Darrin Chancellor (Southern Mississippi) 


ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 


Daron Jenkins (6-11 C, Southern 
Mississippi) 


SLEEPER OF THE YEAR 
Tharon Mayes (6-3 SG, Florida State) 


4. LOUISVILLE 


Versatile, explosive Cardinals are a unique 
combination of size and quickness and 
should hardly miss a beat. 


2. MEMPHIS STATE 


You've got to love the guards; coach 
Larry Finch claims his inside newcomers are 
“‘better than what we had last year.” 


3. SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 


The Eagles two All-Conference greats 
should get solid JC help from 6-11 center 
Daron Jenkins and pure 6-2 point guard 
Russell Johnson. 


4. FLORIDA STATE 


A nice inside-outside combo in 6-3 Tharon 
Mayes and last season’s paint surprise Irving 
Thomas. A talented junior class, and rookies 
Rodney Dobard (6-9 F) and Chuck Graham 
(6-3 G), must deliver. 


5. CINCINNATI 


There’s lots of primetime talent here—6-6 
forwards Levertis Robinson and Louis 
Banks, 6-5 guard Andre Tate—that, under 
new coach Bob Huggins, must begin to 
fulfill its potential. 


6. SOUTH CAROLINA 


Gamecocks have been decimated by 
graduation and the departure of outstanding 
shooting guard Brent Price. Athletic 
backcourt ace Barry Manning must be the 
new leader and talented sleepers like Joe 
Rhett (6-8 SF) and Jo Jo English (6-4 SG) 
must wake up—and grow up—fast. 


7. VIRGINIA TECH 


Hokies might even benefit from the 
graduation of unbelievable chucker Wally 
Lancaster. But the brilliant Bimbo Coles 
(26.6 ppg, 4.1 rpg) needs help up front and 
pronto. ; 


& SEC 
The pressure is on. The SEC—a 


major national factor in the late 
*80s—now must atone for last year’s 
0-5 NCAA disgrace. Of course, having 
perhaps the best team in the country 
(LSU) on the premises is a good place 
to start. And a solid recruiting effort 
that included future stars Shaquille 
O'Neal (LSU), Allan Houston 
(Tennessee), James Robinson 
(Alabama), and Shaun Golden 
(Georgia) promises a speedy return to 
the top as well. 
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ALL SEC TEAM 


C: Shaquille O’Neal (LSU) 
F: Gerald Glass (Mississippi) 
F: Wayne Davis (Florida) 
G: Chris Jackson (LSU) 

G: Litterial Green (Georgia) 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


Chris Jackson (LSU) 
ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 
Shaquille O'Neal (7-1 C, LSU) 
SLEEPER OF THE YEAR 


Cameron Burns (6-7 SF, Mississippi State) 


4. LSU 


Having the best guard, and potentially the 


best center, in the country on your side is 
not a bad way to go into battle. And these 
Tigers will claw at you with much, much 
more . 


2. GEORGIA 


These Bulldogs will bite with excellent 
guards. If 6-11 two-point scorer Neville 
Austin, and his extra 20 pounds, can bulk 
up the center spot (he’s got the talent to do 
so), Athens will have its best year since the 
days of ancient Greece. 


3. FLORIDA 


If the guard play rises to just slightly-below- 


average, the Gators, with that all-universe 
frontline, might be impossible to stop. 


4, ALABAMA 


Very close to a top 40 team, the Tide will 


glide with superb frosh guard James 
Robinson and some not-much-longer 
underrated talent (C David Benoit, 

F Melvin Cheatum, G Gary Waites). 


5. MISSISSIPPI 


Gerald Glass is awesome and guards Tim 


Jumper and John Matthews can do some 
business as well. Rebs need better play 
inside. 


6. TENNESSEE 


All five starters have vamoosed, but the 
cupboard is hardly bare with 6-6 freshman 
Allan Houston, exciting guard Greg Bell 
and high-potential senior center Ian 
Lockhart. 


7. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


If these guys could shoot threes (32.7 
percent, a scant 270 attempts), smooth soph 
forward Cameron Burns (67.1 percent fg) 
would never miss a shot. Either way, this 
may be State’s best team in 11 years. 


8. VANDERBILT 


Frank Kornet replaced Will Perdue 
beautifully. But who'll replace Kornet and 
excellent guards Barry Booker and Barry 
Goheen this season? 


9. KENTUCKY 


Oh boy. Rick Pitino doesn’t have a whole 


lot to work with, though 6-7 Reggie 
Hanson 7s a talent and two-guard Derrick 
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Miller can shoot. Top-rated guard Sean 
Woods is an exciting newcomer. 


40. AUBURN 


Oh boy II. New coach Tommy Joe Eagles 


has lost three starters of a 2-16 SEC team. 
Widebodied Robert McKie owns nice 
potential and redshirt returnee John Caylor 
is a great shooter in the clutch. 


TPAC 40 


UCLA’s two exceptional 
recruiting classes in a row give 
the league a second top 20 team. 
Arizona’s brilliant transfers (Brian 
Williams and Chris Mills) will still 
keep them up top, while Oregon State 
(four returning starters) should stay 
near paradise. Watch Washington: Last 
year’s underachieving Huskies return 
just about their entire talented lineup 
for another try. 


ALL PAC 10 TEAM 


C: Brian Williams (Arizona) 

F: Trevor Wilson (UCLA) 

F: Don MacLean (UCLA) 

G: Gary Payton (Oregon State) 

G: Eldridge Recasner (Washington) 


PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Gary Payton (Oregon State) 


ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 
Zan Mason (6-7 PF, UCLA) 


SLEEPER OF THE YEAR 


Adam Keefe (6-9 PF, Stanford) 


The Big Eight Conference is down a bit, 
but Oklahoma State forward Richard 
Dumas is flying high. 


NOOTWNS NYE 


4. ARIZONA 


One of the, if not the, best-coached teams in 
the country remains a major national factor. 


2. UCLA 


Tougher inside, but by how much? Pooh 
Richardson's absence won't be tragic 
(Darrick Martin is a great talent) but much 
of the deep shooting must come from 
redshirt Gerald Madkins and rookie Tracy 
Murray. 


3. OREGON STATE 


The post Ralph Miller era begins with a 
team very similar to last year's. No size, no 
inside defense, but solid smarts (only 11 
turnovers pg) and a strong three-point 
attack make up for a lot of sins. Besides the 
incomparable Gary Payton, watch 
good-shooting JC transfer Leroy Jackson and 
USA Today Oregon Player of the Year 
Charles McKinney. 


4. WASHINGTON 


A new coach and an underachieving but 
talented team can be a superb combination 
sometimes. Huskies can shoot, but must 
toughen their rebounding and defense. 


5. CALIFORNIA 


Even without Leonard Taylor, the Bears 
won't necessarily be undressed. Guards 
Keith Smith and Ryan Drew shoot well and 
with range, and talented Andre Reyes 
might fill the hole inside. 


6. ARIZONA STATE 


Bill Frieder is not likely to think 
“Michigan” when he sees these guys. Still, 
there is some talent here in forwards Alex 
Austin and Mark Becker and 
much-improved 6-4 guard Matt Anderson. 
Frieder’s initial recruiting class is not bad, 
but a lot will depend on star guard 
Terrence Wheeler's return to health. 


7. STANFORD 


A potential star (6-9 forward Adam Keefe), 
a hard-working Aussie (6-7 forward Andre 
Vlahov) and not much else. The 
competition is wide open at guard. 


8. USC 


Losing Anthony Pendleton hurts, but 6-7 
Ronnie Coleman (15.3 ppg, 54.8 percent 
fg) is rock solid at forward, and an excellent 
recruiting class (6-4 guard Harold Miner, 
6-8 forward Keith Greeley) should ease the 
pain as well. 


9. WASHINGTON STATE 


Brian Quinnett (18.4 ppg) is on the Knicks, 
and the Cougs averaged 64 ppg with him. 
Six-foot all-Alabama guard Bennie Seltzer 
and 6-2 JC scorer Bubba Martin must score 
big for this team to remain competitive. 


40. OREGON 


The nucleus is gone—but when you’re 8-21 
perhaps that’s a good thing. Swingman 
Keith Reynolds (12.3 ppg) must get major 
help from Oregon AAA Co-Player of the 
Year Terrell Brandon (5-11 guard) and 
Aaron Johnson (6-9 forward). * 
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All <1 100% cotton. ae u're looking smarter than ever at JCPenney: 


THIS YEAR, SOME OF 
THE SOVIET UNION'S 
BEST PLAYERS WILL 
SKATE ON NHL ICE 

AND FASTBREAK 

DOWN NBA COURTS. 
HOCKEY AND 
BASKETBALL WILL NEVER 
BE THE SAME. 


By Randy Harvey 
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en last we took note of Soviet guard Sarunas Mar- 
Wisssice: and forward Alexander Volkov, they 

were overthrowing the United States and trampling 
Yugoslavia—in the sporting world, anyway, en route to the 
basketball gold medal in the Seoul Olympics last year. 

When last we opened our living rooms to the likes of Igor 
Larionov, Sergei Makarov, Alexander Mogilny and the rest 
of the Soviet national hockey team, they, too, were razing the 
U.S. and raising another gold medal at the Calgary Games. 

What's a continent to do? 

You do what any self-respecting capitalist would: If you 
can’t beat ‘em, buy "em. After conquering the world, 10 So- 
viet athletes—eight in the National Hockey League and two 
in the National Basketball Association—are trying to prove 
they can compete with the best in the world, whether they’re 
driving through San Francisco's downtown or Akeem Olaju- 
won’s lane or Ron Hextall’s crease. 

But just what have the NBA and NHL bought into in this 
deal? 


ince they first met in 1972, Soviet hockey players have 
S proved they belong on the same ice as NHL players. 
Three of the seven Soviets who now are NHL players— 
Vancouver center Larionov, 29; Calgary right winger Ma- 
karov, 31; and New Jersey defenseman Viacheslav Fetisov, 
3 1—already are considered by some to be among the league’s 


best at their positions. A fourth, Buffalo's Mogilny, 20, also 
is believed to have that potential. 

All played for Moscow’s Central Red Army in the Soviet 
Union’s major league, along with left winger Vladimir Kru- 
tov, 29, who cut through the Red Army’s red tape and joined 
Larionov in Vancouver days before training camp began. 
Krutov is the “K” in the legendary KLM Line, having 
teamed with Larionov and Makarov since 1981 to lead the 
Red Army in league play and the Soviet national team inter- 
nationally. Their most recent triumphs came at the 1988 
Winter Olympics in Calgary and the 1989 world champion- 
ships in Stockholm. They were joined on both occasions by 
Fetisov and Mogilny, as well as goalie Sergei Mylnikov, a 
late-summer addition to the Quebec Nordiques, and defense- 
man Sergei Starikov, now with New Jersey. 

While the hockey team’s championship in Calgary barely 
rated a Stolichnaya toast—it was the Soviets’ sixth in the last 
seven Winter Olympics—the basketball team’s gold medal 
seven months later at the Summer Olympics in Seoul, where 
they upset the United States in the semifinals, was a revela- 
tion. 

For the first time, the Soviets began to believe that their 
best basketball players could play alongside the world’s best 
in the NBA. They should find out this season, when Marchu- 
lionis, 25, plays for Golden State and Volkov, 25, for Atlan- 
ta. A third starter from the Olympic team, center Arvidas Sa- 
bonis, 24, who at 7-foot-3'4 and 265 pounds might be the 
best basketball player ever from the Soviet Union, signed 
with Forum Filatelico in Spain for this season but might even- 
tually play for Portland, which drafted him in the first round 
in 1986. 
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Lasts 30-40 
games, but training 
period lasts 12 
months 


Last about 90 
minutes, but regularly 
include soccer, 
volleyball, meditation 
and hypnosis 


Measures 200 by 
100, emphasizing 
skating 


Soviet lane angles out 
to six meters at 
baseline, or about 1912 
feet, making 

offensive rebounds 
more difficult to come 
by 


Traditionally carry 
own equipment 


Rely on zone defenses, 


weak in man-to-man 
coverage 


Skate as five-man 
units (three forwards, 
two defensemen); 
average shift lasts 
30-40 seconds 


Fighting is a match 
penalty, which calls 
for a five-minute 
penalty, automatic 
ejection and almost 
certain suspension 


Salary is above 
average, but athletes 
are rountinely 
rewarded with 

such things as 

cars and the 

ability to purchase 
goods not available to 
general populace 


A player whose NBA 
contract is negotiated 
by the sports ministry 
gets $1,200 a month 


EAST VS. WEST 


Aside from obvious off- 
court adjustments, the 
Soviet players new to 
the NBA and NHL face 


fundamental and stylized 


differences at the workplace. 


Practices 


On the Ice 


On The 
Hardwood 


Gear 


Basketball 
Style 


Hockey Style 


Hockey 
Rough Stuff 


Perks 


Salary 


IN THE NBA AND NHL 


From training camp 
through the finals, NHL 
and NBA seasons last 
about eight months and 
and can include 90 or 100 
games 


Last an average of 90 
minutes, limited to given 
sport 


Measure 200 by 85, 
sometimes smaller, 
making for a physical 
game 


Key is 16 feet wide 
from free throw line 
to baseline 


Trainers have 
equipment and uniforms 
prepared and waiting 


Zone defenses illegal 


Linemates can change 
during course of a 
game; forwards almost 
never paired with 
defensemen; shifts last 
about 90 seconds 


Fighting is a five-minute 
penalty 


Endorsements 


The average NBA salary 
is $41,666 a month 


Hockey News poll of NHL scouts as the 
world’s best junior player. ““We think 
he's got speed, excitement and the puck- 
handling abilities to be a top player,” 
Meehan says of the 5-11, 186-pound 
Mogilny, who is nicknamed ‘‘Magic.”’ ‘'I 
think maybe the Soviets thought he was 
more of an individualist than they like. 
But he's a proud kid, proud of his talent. 
I like that.” 

Makarov is the opposite, an introvert 
who said he would be more comfortable 
in Vancouver than Calgary so that he 
could remain on a line with Larionov 
and Krutov. But there will be less pres- 
sure on Makarov to produce for the 
Stanley Cup champions, although he 
could probably handle it. In his prime, 
he definitely could have. Calgary gener- 
al manager Cliff Fletcher says Makarov 
was the best player at the 1989 World 
Championships in Stockholm and ‘‘argu- 
ably was one of the top two or three 
players in the world’ when the Flames 
drafted him in 1983. 

More will be expected sooner of 
Larionoy and Krutov in Vancouver, 
where they are counted on to energize 
a lifeless attack. But Larionov might 
have problems because of his preference 
for finesse, which is better suited to the 
larger sheets of ice used internationally. 
In the smaller North American rinks, 
you can run, but you can't hide. 

“If Makarov can't go around a guy, 
he'll go right through him,"’ says Chris 
Reynolds, a Canadian who coaches in 
Switzerland and trained last summer 
with the Soviet Wings in Moscow. ‘‘But 
Larionov and Priakin have to go around, 
get a pass off and get a pass back in order 
to score."' Brian Burke, Vancouver's di- 
rector of hockey operations, says 
Larionov will do what he has to do. ‘‘Just 
because he doesn't play physical doesn’t 
mean he’s not brave,"’ Burke says. 
“Larionov is a brave player, even if he 
doesn’t initiate much.”’ 

Brave also is one way to describe Feti- 
sov. Mean is another. The 6-1, 200- 
pounder isn’t at all shy about dropping 
the gloves. Some compare Fetisov to 
Bobby Orr. Others say he is more like 
Denis Potvin. The Devils will be glad to 
have either. 

Starikov is considered a rugged and 
dependable defenseman, while Mylni- 
koy can't help but upgrade Quebec’s 
sorry netminding. 

Hardly anyone doubts that the Soviet 
hockey players will succeed in the NHL, 
although it might take them a year or so 
before they begin feeling and acting as 
if they belong. There are more questions 
about the basketball players. 

Marchulionis is believed to have the 
better shot, in more ways than one. He 
made three three-pointers and finished 
with 19 points in the Soviets’ semifinal 
victory over the United States in Seoul. 
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“We are the best basketball players in 
the world, except for American blacks,” 
Sarunas Marchulionis says of 
Lithuanians. The Golden State 
swingman, who has a soft left-handed 
shot and good court sense, will get a 
chance to prove it this season. 


At 6-5, 200 pounds, he can play either 
guard and perhaps, a la Chris Mullin, 
even small forward. He has a soft left- 
handed shot, good court sense and can 
pass. ‘‘One of the best things he's got go- 
ing for him is his aggressive nature,”’ 
says Warriors assistant Mike Schuler, 
projecting Marchulionis as the third 
guard behind Mitch Richmond and Tim 
Hardaway. ‘‘There’s no way he'll be in- 
timidated.”’ 

But the first thing you will probably 
notice about him is that he plays like he 
learned the game on K street in Chicago 
alongside Isiah Thomas and Mark 
Aguirre. ““We are the best basketball 
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players in the world, except for Ameri- 
can blacks,” he says of Lithuanians, who 
won the European championship in 
1939, just as Hitler and Stalin were sign- 
ing a pact that allowed Russia to annex 
the republic. Marchulionis says his mis- 
sion here is not only to play basketball 
but also to increase Americans’ aware- 
ness of his country's struggle for inde- 
pendence. 

Volkov is a Ukranian who, unlike 
Marchulionis, will not be offended if 
you mistake him for a Russian. He also 
is accustomed to being mistaken for a 
power forward because of his size, al- 
though his game is strictly small. But he 
might not have enough quickness or sav- 
vy to guard some of the NBA’s small 
forwards, Larry Bird, Alex English and 
James Worthy to name three, “I don’t 
think Sasha is used to defending that 
type player in European basketball,”’ 
Hawks assistant Brian Hill says. He also 
needs work on his outside shot. On the 
plus side, Hill says Volkov is a better 
ballhandler than many guards he has 
seen, can fill the lanes on the fastbreak 
and is fundamentally sound. ‘‘He’ll 
probably be an eighth or ninth man,’ 
Hill says. 


esides the considerable daily ad- 
bs justment of being strangers in a 

strange land, the players—hockey 
and basketball alike—will face several 
physically exacting problems, among 
them the longer NBA and NHL sched- 
ules and animosity from those players 
who are angry that North American jobs 
will be lost to Soviets. The hockey play- 
ers are more outspoken than the basket- 
ball players on the latter, and their sport 
also allows the hockey players to be 
more demonstrative with their objec- 
tions. 

In Priakin’s first game for Calgary last 
season, he was welcomed to the NHL by 
an unnecessarily vicious bodychetk, 
compliments of Winnipeg center Dale 
Hawerchuk, who did not apologize. ‘'I 
know it’s a touchy thing to say, but I 
don't think it's a good idea to have the 
Soviets play over here,” he said after- 
ward. “He's taking a job from North 
Americans. If this leads to expansion, 
then I’m for it. If not, I don’t like it.”’ 

But there seem to be more players 
who reason that the NHL will be better 
with an expanded talent pool, even if it 
costs them their place in it. ““People are 
always trying to get your job,” says Tim 
Hunter, Calgary's assistant captain. 
“That's why they bring 60 players to 
camp. They want the best 20 guys, 
whether they're Canadians, Americans, 
Swedes, Finns, Czechs or Russians." 

Or Lithuanians. * 


Randy Harvey covers international sports 
for the Los Angeles Times. 
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SUGAR RAY IS GETTING 
A BUM RAP/ By Davis Miller 


These days, a little dust has settled on the talismanic apple of 
Ray Leonard’s reputation. On the seventh of December in 
Las Vegas at the new Mirage Hotel, Sugar Ray hopes to put a fresh 
shine on that apple when he fights Roberto Duran for the third time. 
Nearly everyone expects Leonard to win fairly easily. Unlike Thomas 
Hearns, Duran doesn’t have an anatomy or a style that 
puzzles Leonard. Which is not 
to say that Leonard-Duran III won’t be an 


entertaining fight while it 


lasts. “You wait and see,’’ Leonard says. 
“Duran wants to redeem himself and 
he'll be up for this.” 

Leonard’s a master at pre-fight hyper- 
bole, but it’s not the contest that’s com- 
manding interest these days. Rather, it’s 
the rumors about Sugar Ray himself. 
Leonard’s current folklore comes from 
the ways in which people are reacting to 
him. Everyone has an opinion about Ray 
Leonard—and these opinions aren’t of- 
ten favorable. 

I was picking out a movie in a video 
store recently when an attractive woman 
with two small children in tow tapped 
me on the shoulder and asked if I wasn’t 
the guy who writes for this magazine. 
She then quickly said, ‘‘I just wish some- 
one could tell me how Sugar Ray gets 


away with it.”’ 
09° 
® 


There is something about 
Sugar Ray Leonard that 


many of us perceive as not 
quite on the level. 


I knew what she meant, but pretended 
not to. ‘“Gets away with what?” I asked. 

“Oh, you know,”’ she said. ‘All that 
stuff with Hearns—the bad decision, 
then going on Arsenio Hall and saying 
he’d give Hearns a rematch, and now 
Duran and all that money, money, mon- 
ey. It’s just too much, isn’t it?” 


S™ Ray Leonard has been fitted 


with a new image and it’s nota suit 
he wears comfortably. 

“T don’t like what’s being said about 
me, not at all,’’ Leonard says. ‘‘A per- 
centage of people feel I’ve manipulated 
the sport only to pursue financial gains 
as opposed to fighting the best in the 
business.” 

One of those people is Hearns’ trainer, 
Emanuel Steward, who certainly has rea- 
sons to feel a little sour toward Leonard. 
“Tt was enough he didn’t have to fight 
any middleweight contenders to get a 
shot at [Marvin] Hagler,” says Steward. 
“Then there’s that whole situation with 
[Donny] Lalonde... Then this, saying 
he was going to do right by Tommy and 
give him a rematch, that he was going to 
be into boxing now and give the fans 
what they want. Then not two weeks 
later, I see him in the paper with this 
short little fat man [Duran]. I think peo- 
ple have said, ‘This is just too much.’ ” 
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Just too much. It’s a phrase you hear a 
lot about Sugar Ray Leonard these days. 
Many of us recognize that Leonard has 
never been soiled by boxing, that he has 
always danced lightly across its dark sur- 
face. He has managed (so far) to high- 
step through his life in much the same 
way as with his sport, remaining in most 
ways more or less unharmed. And 
though there are those of us who find 
this hopeful, transcendent and even vi- 
cariously redemptive, there are at least 
as many who sense it as unfair and, well, 
just too much in a world that is indeed 
mostly hard and grim. 

ESPN boxing commentator Al Bern- 
stein agrees. ‘“‘Leonard has always been 
something of a visitor to boxing,” says 
Bernstein. ‘“‘And he’s been able to get 
away with almost everything he’s want- 
ed to do. What I think he’s doing now 


is trying to make himself a villain so peo- 
ple will come to see him lose. Then he 
thinks he can change that public reaction 
by dazzling them.” 

Leonard says much the same thing. 
“My motivation for this Duran fight is 
negative public reaction,” Leonard ex- 
plains. ‘‘I have to beat Duran to contin- 
ue my career. And I have to beat him 
very, very impressively. I have to beat 
him so soundly that there’s no contro- 
versy. This is a test to me. With Duran 
being 38, if I can’t do it with this old 
man, as they call him, my career’s over 
on December 8th. But I don’t want to 
be thought of as a bad guy. I just want 
to prove them wrong.” 

About, what, precisely, does Leonard 
wish to prove them wrong? 

“They think I’m getting over on them 
sometimes,”’ he says. 


There is something about Sugar Ray 
Leonard that many of us perceive as not 
quite on the level. An old-fashioned way 
of saying it would be that he has a cer- 
tain smarminess about him. At times he 
seems the Michael Landon of boxing; he 
has that same kind of false sincerity. That 
is, until he gets to work in the ring. 

“Tt’s very easy to do Ray Leonard 
bashing right now,’’ says Bernstein. 
“But people forget just how much heart 
he has, and just how often he’s displayed 
it. He picks himself up when he gets 
hurt and he draws from down deep. 
He’s done it in five of his last six fights— 
both times with Hearns, and against 
Hagler, Lalonde, and even Kevin 
Howard. Then there’s his fights with 
Duran. He's had to go inside himself a 
lot. There’s no one who has more 
heart.” 

Leonard’s fellow HBO commentator 


Sugar Ray is almost as much a 
media star as a boxer in the public’s 
eye. 


Larry Merchant feels the treatment 
Leonard is getting from fans and from 
many boxing experts is unfair. ‘‘But you 
can’t escape it,” says Merchant. “‘Cyni- 
cism is as much a part of boxing as taped 
hands and water buckets. You know, if 
we saw another fighter, a young fighter, 
who looked as good against Tommy 
Hearns as Ray did, we’d say what a ter- 
rific young boxer he was. I don’t think 
most fans have anything against Ray 
right now, but fans feel connected to 
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great athletes. And they don’t want to 
see them become less than their memo- 
ries of them.” 


at is it that fans want of Leon- 
ard, even expect of him? 
They want to see again his 


overwhelming speed and grace and 
power. They want to behold his pep- 
pery, red cinnamon candy gloves as they 
meld into lines of rapid-fire tracers. And 
they want this to happen not only in 
their memories, or even just in this up- 
coming fight with Duran, but forever. So 
when, of course, he reveals himself as 
not quite the athlete he once was, these 
fans want him to get the hell out of his 
sport. 

Merchant says, ‘‘I think it’s arrogant 
for people to expect Ray to retire. After 
all, the people who want him to retire 
keep going about their jobs.” 

“The public always demands a lot,” 
says Leonard. ‘“‘But I’ve never had a 
board meeting with the public... I 
make decisions based on what I need to 
do. And right now, I need a good show- 
ing against Duran. 

“But what bothers me the most is 
when they say, ‘Ray’s afraid of Michael 
Nunn.’ I thought I’ve proven myself. If 
I should’ve been afraid of anyone, it 
should’ve been Hagler. I mean, it was 
over two years since I'd fought anybody 
when I fought him. And people thought 
he was indestructible, the most awesome 
fighting machine in the world. They 
thought he’d take my head off. And 
now, the picture that’s being 
painted... is that whoever I fight after 
Hagler, if it’s not Mike Tyson, is a no- 
body, hand-picked.” 

Fair or unfair, a lot of fight fans think 
everyone Leonard has recently fought, 


Leonard will get $13 million for his 
third fight with Duran. Old Stone Fists 
will get $8 million. 


or can fight, is a nobody or has-been. 
Nunn’s manager, Dan Goossen, attrib- 
utes that absurdity to many fans’ inability 
to discern right from wrong in boxing. 
“They can’t get down to fair or unfair,” 
he says. ‘“They just want what they want. 
And they don’t realize how dangerous 
this business is. They don’t understand 
how hard these fighters hit. That’s why 
they say things like how they’d hop in 
the ring with Michael or Ray or Tyson 
for 10 million.” 

Those fans and those ‘‘experts’’ are 
wrong when they speak badly about the 
quality of Leonard’s recent opponents. 
Boxing’s middleweight division, at this 
very moment, may be the best it has ever 
been. Never have so many world-class 
fighters been boxing, and boxing well, 
at the same time. In addition to Leonard 
and Nunn and Hearns and Duran, 
there’s Iran Barkley and fine junior mid- 
dleweight champ Julian Jackson, who is 
expected to soon make the leap to mid- 
dleweight. But there’s no stopping cyn- 
ics from being cynical. And the opinion 
of the moment among cynics (and, to be 
fair, among some non-cynics) is that 
there is one real opponent out there for 
Sugar Ray Leonard. And he is the very 
fellow of whom Leonard has been ac- 
cused of being scared. Michael Nunn. 

If Leonard is approached with a good 
Nunn package sometime for next sum- 
mer, what will be his reaction? “I’d con- 
sider it very seriously,” he replies. 

Goossen says of Leonard, “‘I have 
enormous respect for him, for what it 
takes to stay on top, and to command the 
attention he has, for so many years. And 


I do think Ray will fight Michael some- 
time next year.” 


O as we wait for Leonard-Nunn, on 
S December 7th we'll have the op- 

portunity to observe Leonard at 
the best of what he has left. He wants to 
look impressive and is likely to do so. 
He should be able to box Duran clean 
and quick and on the outside. And he 
will probably appear to be a different 
Ray Leonard than the one we saw 
against Hearns in June. Who knows, he 
may just be able to get a majority of fans 
back on his side. It’s hard to take bets on 
what Leonard can’t do. 

Which brings us to another accom- 
plishment for which Leonard has not re- 
ceived full credit. The quality and style 
of Sugar Ray Leonard’s comebacks have 
been genuinely revolutionary. Tradi- 
tionally, fighters attempting to return to 
the ring have taken tune-up bouts 
against lesser opponents in order to re- 
polish their skills and to determine in 
relative safety how much they’ve lost to 
age and inactivity. This is the pattern 
that was true even of Leonard's idols, 
Muhammad Ali and Sugar Ray Robin- 
son. And few comeback fighters have 
been able to perform particularly well 
against even their non-championship- 
level opponents. 

Yet Ray Charles Leonard has made 
comebacks without taking tune-ups and 
has managed to either out-finesse or just 
plain whip most of the champions in the 


5 “If we saw a young boxer 


e who looked as good against 


Tommy Hearns as Ray did, 
we'd say what a terrific 
young boxer he was.” 
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weight divisions he has chosen to con- 
quer. Just as impressively, this still inno- 
cent-looking kid from Maryland has 
somehow handled the sleazy and power- 
ful old fight barons of Las Vegas pretty 
much on his own terms, too. 

And if, finally, he does manage to 
walk away from boxing clean, with his 
talent and fortune and health intact, this 
will be one of the very few times anyone 
has been able to do so in the history of 
his sport. * 


Davis Miller, SPORT's contributing editor 
for boxing, wishes to dedicate this article to 
his father, Roy Miller, who passed away 
shortly after its completion. 
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CARL SKALAK 1989 


On the evening of Oct. 25, 
1987, 55,000 people stood 
inside the Metrodome, clap- 
ping and yelling as Twins re- 
liever Jeff Reardon stood on 
the mound and delivered the 
last pitch of the World Series. 
Who would have believed that the Min- 
nesota Twins, 20 games under .500 the 
year before, would be one ground ball 
away from winning Game 7 of the World 
Series? Who would have believed that 
some of the most stoic fans in the world 
would shatter decibel meters? ““The most 
amazing thing I ever saw,” said former 
Twins owner Calvin Griffith. 

Then Reardon delivered and the 
St. Louis Cardinals’ Willie McGee 
grounded to third baseman Gary Gaetti, 
who threw to first and it was official. The 
Twins were world champions. And Minne- 


BY DAN BARREIRO 
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They’ve got the Vikings and the Twins, the 
North Stars and the Timberwolves. But 
Minneapolis and St. Paul may be too nice to 
keep them. The Twin cities are too civilized, 
too lacking in the traditional urban woes to 
encourage the escapism that nurtures rabid fan 
loyalty. But they’ve had their share of 
champions and near-winners. Clockwise from 
upper left: The Metrodome turned the Vikings 
into warm-blooded warriors, as opposed to 
their cold-weather proficiency in the days of 
Fran Tarkenton; winter sports like speed 
skating still loom large, but the 1987 World 
Series victory by Jeff Reardon and the Twins 
put the boys of summer into the limelight; 
favorite son Neal Broten helped Uncle Sam to 
its gold-medal win in the 1980 Olympics, but 
now finds himself part of a North Star team 
struggling for respectability; and for Wade 
Wilson and the Vikings, nothing short of a 
Super Bowl victory will suffice. 
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sota’'s sports landscape may have 
changed forever. 

Joe Senser, once a Viking, notices it in 
the sports bars, two of which he owns. 
Billy McKinney, director of player per- 
sonnel for the new Minnesota Timber- 
wolves, sees it on the street. Andy Mac- 
Phail, Twins executive vice-president, 
hears it on the radio shows. Expectations 
are rising—and so is interest in big-time 
sports. 

“Everywhere I go, it seems like I hear 
somebody talking sports,’’ McKinney 
says. “And not just about the Twins or 
the Timberwolves. All the sports.”’ 

Since the World Series, the Twin Cit- 
ies—Minneapolis and St. Paul—have 
been on fast forward. The year after the 
Twins won it all, more than three mil- 
lion people came back to watch them fin- 
ish 13 games behind the Oakland Ath- 
letics. The Vikings made it to the NFC 
title game two years ago, and no less 
than a Super Bowl appearance will be 
considered a successful season this time 
around. The Timberwolves, who had 
yet to even play a game, packed the con- 
vention center with 11,000 people—for 
an NBA draft party. 

Next summer, this will be the site of 
the Olympic Festival. In 1991, we'll host 
the U.S. Open, and the following year, 
within a three-month stretch, the Final 
Four and the Super Bowl. Clearly, the 
Twin Cities have arrived as a sports mar- 
ket. The question is: Do they have what 
it takes to sustain their place? 

Mike Lynn, executive vice-president 
of the Minnesota Vikings, comes to a 
conclusion he finds inescapable: 
“There’s going to be some shaking out,”’ 
he says. 

With the birth of the Timberwolves, 
the Twin Cities are one of six metropoli- 
tan areas that have franchises in all of the 
major sports—football, baseball, basket- 
ball and hockey. But check the popula- = 
tion estimates of the other five. New 2 
York is close to 18 million, Los Angeles © 
13 million, Chicago 8.1 million, Phila- z 
delphia 5.8 million, Detroit 4.6 million 3 
and Boston 4.05 million. The Twin Cit- 


THE TWIN CITIES BY THE NUMBERS 


Stanley Cups won by the North Stars. 


Championships won by the Twins. 


4 Super Bowls lost by the Vikings. 
5 NBA titles won by the Minneapolis Lakers. 
10 Batting titles won between Rod Carew and Tony Oliva. 


30 ~The age of North Stars’ owner Gordon Gund when he lost his eyesight. 


60 Number of minutes Dino Ciccarelli spent in jail for on-ice violence. 


Kirby Puckett’s height in inches. 


George Mikan's jersey number. 


120 Decibel level at the Metrodome after Willie McGee made the last out in 


the 1987 World Series. 


573 Lifetime home runs hit by Harmon Killebrew. 
1988 Year then-Twin Frank Viola won the Cy Young award. 
14,000 Number of season-ticket holders attending Timberwolves games. 
47,003 Fran Tarkenton’s career passing yardage. 
1,300,000 Current salary of Gophers alumnus Kevin McHale. 


ies come in at 2.3 million. The Twin Cit- 
ies rank 16th in the nation in population. 
The others are in the top seven. 

“Not only do you have every major 
sport, you also have a major racetrack 
[Canterbury Downs] and you have the 
major state university right in the area,” 
says Lynn. ‘And there is only so much 
money out there.” 

At the moment, the North Stars are 
the most vulnerable. Minnesota is filled 
with hard-core hockey fans, but they’ve 
had it with losing. Ownership has im- 
plied threats that if things don’t im- 
prove, the North Stars may have to 
move. Dangerous strategy. 

The fans may be happy to wave good- 
bye. The North Stars have had only one 
winning season in the last five. Last year, 
under yet another regime, they showed 
signs of improvement, but still finished 
under .500. The North Stars were last in 


the NHL in attendance. 4 

The Timberwolves, the new NBA 
team, may be coming in at precisely the 
right time to take advantage. They al- 
ready have sold more than 14,000 sea- 
son tickets. Clearly, the North Stars are 
worried. 


lor Twin Cities sports fans, the glut 
im may have one very positive ef- 

fect. It may make it close to im- 
possible for the organizations to become 
complacent. ‘‘I don’t think there’s any 
question that the number of options for 
the sports fan here will make the teams 
work all that much harder,” says Lynn. 
“There's really no choice.” 

For now, the Timberwolves are saying 
all the nice things, that they think there 
is more than enough room for both the 
NBA and the NHL. Lynn isn’t buying it. 

“T could see a merging of the hockey 
and basketball teams into one arena, and 
maybe even a cross-ownership situa- 
tion,”’ he says. 

The University of Minnesota also may 
be a bit vulnerable. The basketball pro- 
gram just spent the last three years on 
probation and the NCAA infractions 
committee is scheduled later this year to 
examine new allegations regarding the 
athletic department. The football pro- 
gram has been floundering. 


Forget indoor aerobic exercise 
machines; Minnesotans do their cross 
country skiing on real snow. 


Lynn even sees a softening of the Vik- 
ings’ support since the Twins won the 
World Series in 1987. ‘We are not the 
top dog in this town any more,” he says. 
“With the Twins winning the World Se- 
ries, they became No. 1 and we saw a 
lessening of [Vikings] ticket interest.”’ 

And it’s not like the Vikings have 
been struggling. Two years ago, they 
reached the NFC title game, and this 
year and last, many picked them to reach 
the Super Bowl. 

“There’s a good term—the ‘psycho- 
graphics’ of an area,” says Lynn. ‘‘By 
that I mean, what do people spend their 
entertainment dollar on? What I found 
in the South was, it was hunting and fish- 
ing and football. Here, you have foot- 
ball and baseball and the university and 
basketball and hockey and the race- 
track—and you also have hunting and 
fishing.”’ 

The Twin Cities, however, may be too 
civilized to be big-league. Two years 
ago, in order to save money, a film pro- 
ject came to Minneapolis looking for 


f ti ~ ei o 
Superstar Kirby Puckett is built like a 
corner mailbox and usually delivers. 


neighborhoods that could pass for New 
York City. But the seediest part of 
downtown Minneapolis was not nearly 
seedy enough. So the producer went to 
Pittsburgh. 

“This is a low-stress environment,” 
Senser says. ““You watch the news in 
some cities, and the first 15 minutes is 
rape and killings. When somebody gets 
killed here, there’s a community outtry 
for days.” 

Here’s the theory: In the Detroits and 
New Yorks, sports provide a release 
from the recurrent miseries of urban 
life—serious escapism. In the Twin Cit- 
ies, fans don’t have much to escape 
from, so they don’t live and die with 
their teams as in some other cities. 

That indicates well-adjusted people 
who are into doing other things rather 
than watching grown men play games. 
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But do these people make for a truly 
big-league sports base? 

“You look at Chicago. Half the Bears 
have radio shows,’’ Lynn says. ‘‘We 
don’t get excited. The athletes are not 
put up on a pedestal as much.” 

Yet, few cities embraced their team 
the way the Twin Cities did during and 
after that 1987 World Series. Some lo- 
cals think that may have more to do with 
wanting to be a part of something, rather 
than hard-core sports fans uniting in ju- 
bilation. 

“They want to be enthusiastic about 
something, as part of a large group,” 
says former Vikings coach Bud Grant. 
“It’s fun. Here it’s also relatively safe.” 

The night the Twins won the 1987 
American League Championship Series 
in Detroit, 50,000 people showed up at 
the Metrodome for a rally. No cars 
burned, no property destroyed, and the 
next morning, the streets were clean. 
“Winning is a high here, but people 
here are able to do it without any vio- 
lence,’’ Grant says. ‘‘The winning is 
great here, but it doesn’t seem like the 
losing is as devastating. The pressure on 
the teams doesn’t seem as great.”’ 

Ah, but there are subtle signs that 
things may be starting to change. In his 
sports bars, Senser notices a tougher au- 
dience, no longer as quick to forgive. 
Former Twin Frank Viola, in a bitter 
contract dispute at the beginning of the 
season, started the season 0-5, and the 
1988 Cy Young Award winner found 
himself getting booed when he was in- 
troduced at the circus—highly unusual 
behavior in the Twin Cities. A few 
months later, Viola was a Met. ‘‘No 
question, things have changed,” Viola 
said at the time. ““The expectations are 
much greater. They expect this team to 
win now.” 


ome attribute many of these 
Gites to the influence of the 

Metrodome. It has all the beauty 
of a giant marshmallow, but it makes it 
a lot easier to be a fan, esthetics and tra- 
dition aside. 

Seven years after the Dome was built, 
even after Twins fans inside it out-deci- 
beled 727s during the 1987 World Se- 
ries, it remains the object of scorn 
among many sports purists. But on one 
point, there can be no denial: The Dome 
has put the Twin Cities on the sports 
map. Without the Dome, there would 
have been no three million fans going to 
see the Twins play last year. Without the 
Dome, there would be no Olympic Fes- 
tival in 1990 and no Final Four and Su- 
per Bowl in 1992. 

But there are those who say that the 
Dome has exacted a price. Remember 
the old-style Vikings? Remember the 
Jim Marshalls and Mick Tingelhoffs and 
Joe Kapps who used to revel in the bru- 


BRUCE L SCHWARTZMAN 


Slugger Kent Hrbek is short on vowels, 
but long on power and slick fielding. 


tal wind-chill that used to sting oppo- 
nents inside the old Metropolitan Stadi- 
um? Well, those guys are gone, and 
those days are gone, too. The Vikings no 
longer are one of the best cold-weather 
teams in the NFL; they’re one of the 
worst. 

By moving indoors, the Vikings have 
lost a little toughness and a lot of their 
uniqueness. ‘‘I think the fans themselves 
enjoyed braving the elements, to be out 
there in those conditions, to be a part of 
it,” Grant says. ‘And we played up to 
that. We used to not wear gloves or long 
underwear and we didn’t use heaters, 
and the media people picked up on 
that.” 

The Twin Cities sports landscape has 
undeniably changed, and we have come 
of age in many respects—but can the area 
continue to support all these teams with 
a less-than passionate fan base? 

Bud Grant has been a participant and 
observer in the Twin Cities sports scene 
since 1946, when he played basketball 
and football at the University of Minne- 
sota. 

Ultimately, he figures the key will be 
what it almost always is: ‘Anybody that 
wins will be successful,’’ he says. ‘““That 
applies anywhere.” 

Or, to put it another way: Please win, 
baby. Twin Cities fans are even polite 
enough to make it a request. * 


Dan Barreiro is a sports columnist for the 
Minneapolis Star Tribune. 
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ny school kid can tell 
A you that Thanksgiving 
weekend is set aside 
for expressing your gratitude— 
your gratitude for the football 
teams that come through for 
you during football’s hottest 
weekend. 
I've analyzed turkey week- 
end football games—college 
and pro—for the last nine years, 
and the resulting statistical 
trends are impressive. Let’s 
start with the college game. 
Throughout the '80s, there 
have been 116 major college 
football games with betting 
lines played on Thanksgiving 
weekend. In that time, the road 
team has won the most games 
against the spread seven of the 
nine years. The only years the 
home team had the edge were 
1985 and 1988. 
Overall, the road team has 
beat the spread 65 times, los- 
ing 51, for an impressive 56 
percent. Keeping in mind that 
you only have to win 52.38 
percent of your bets to break 
even, that’s a good winning 
percentage. 
What's equally impressive 
for the Thanksgiving weekend 
college football bettor is the 
underdog’s 64-51 (one push) 
record vs. the spread. That’s al- 
so a 56 percent winning edge. 
Incredibly enough, both the 
road team and the underdog 
had winning Thanksgiving 
weekends in seven of the last 
nine years. That flies in the 
face of an old axiom among 
handicappers, taking the points 
with the home team. Over the 
past decade, home college dogs are only » 
19-20 vs. the spread on Thanksgiving 
weekend. z 
Why do visiting schools do so well ‘) 
over the November holidays? My con- 
tention is that teams that travel during 
Thanksgiving weekend face fewer dis- 
tractions and keep together more as a 
unit than the teams that stay home. Keep 
in mind that as big and as strong as these 
players are, they’re still young—often 
teenagers. When they travel together, 
eat together and lodge together, they 
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The Lions don’t always feast on the turkey day spread. 


TURKEY 
WEEKEND 


WAGERING 


By Danny Sheridan 


have one thing on their minds—football. 

On the other hand, the comforts of 
home over the holidays can be distract- 
ing to young players. They’re with their 
families and friends for the entire week, 
which unquestionably drains their inten- 
sity and concentration. How else could 
you explain a puny 44 percent over the 
last nine years for home teams covering 
on Thanksgiving weekend? 


ith the pros it’s a 
whole different ball- 
game. NFL players 


are on average nine years older 
than their college counterparts; 
they can and should be ex- 
pected to deal with holiday dis- 
tractions. And the facts bear 
this out. 

In the 126 pro games played 
from 1980 through 1988 on 
turkey weekend (including 
Monday night games), the 
home team was 69-55 against 
the spread with two pushes. 
That’s a 56 percent winning 
margin for the home team, pre- 
cisely the same as the college 
road teams’ winning margin 
against the spread. 

What about the underdogs 
on pro Thanksgiving weekend 
games? Remember that in the 
college game, the dogs have 
come through for you this dec- 
ade, beating the spread 56 per- 
cent of the time. But in the 
NEL, it’s the favorites who 
have come out ahead more of- 
ten, covering the spread 52.8 
percent of the time with a 65- 
58 record (three pushes). 
Again, because of vigorish and 
the way legal betting is set up, 
you have to win 52.38 percent 
of your bets to break even. So 
by betting exclusively with the 
home team on Thanksgiving 
weekend pro football games in 
the ’80s, you’d be even almost 
to the penny. 

Who have traditionally been 
the most successful NFL teams 
vs. the spread on Thanksgiving 
weekend? Not the Lions, as the 
common fallacy holds. Detroit 
is 4-5 against the spread this decade. 

The strong turkey weekend teams in 
the '80s have been the Bengals and Ea- 
gles at 7-2 vs. the spread. Also good 
have been the Bears, Vikings and 49ers 
at 6-3. 

The turkey day losers include the Gi- 
ants, Redskins, Oilers, Chiefs and Dol- 
phins at 3-6. Worse yet are the Colts at 
2-5 with two pushes. But the biggest tur- 
key of them all is New England. The Pa- 
triots are 2-6 versus the spread, with one 
push. * 


Look out 


It's time 
you gave 
yourself 

a GSE" 


If you're sexually active, you should know about the GSE. 
GSE stands for genital self-examination. Its a simple 
examination you can give yourself to check for any signs or 
symptoms of a sexually transmitted disease. Send for your 
free GSE Guide today. Because when it comes to sexual 
relationships, there are some important things to look out for. 


To receive your free GSE Guide, simply fill out and return 
the coupon below, or call, toll-free, 1-800-234-1124. 


[For your free GSE Guide, fill out this coupon 5 | 
and mail to: GSE, PO. Box 4088, 
Woburn, MA 01888-4088 


Name (please print) 


Address 
City State ZIP 
0D English version 0 Spanish version 
| Are you over 18 years of age? 0 Yes O No | 


Sponsored by Burroughs Wellcome Co. in conjunction with 
the American Academy of Dermatology, the American Academy of 
Family Physicians, the American College of General Practitioners in 
Osteopathic Medicine and Surgery, the American Osteopathic 
Association, and the American Social Health Association. 


Copr. © 1989 Burroughs Wellcome Co. All rights reserved. 


Answer 
these 13 
sports 
questions 
correctly 
and you 
could win 
the 
diamond tie-tack pictured 
above. There will be two 
winners. In case of a tie, we 
will invoke the tiebreaker. 
Answers must be post- 
marked by November 27, 
1989. The winners and tie- 
breaking entries (if neces- 
sary) will be announced in 
our March 1990 issue. Send 
answers, including proof of 
age, to SPORT QUIZ, SPORT 
Magazine, 8490 Sunset 
Bivd., Los Angeles, CA 
90069. Mail your entry to- 
day. Limit one entry per per- 
son. 
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The Soviet weightlifter 

pictured here has set | 
the most world records in 
the heavyweight class. Who 
is he? 


Who is the only Soviet 
player elected to the 
Hockey Hall of Fame? 


Actor Tommy Lee Jones 

played for the Harvard 
football team. True or 
False? 


Who was the only guard to finish in 
the top 20 in rebounds, assists and 
steals in the NBA last season? 
A. Alvin Robertson 
B. Magic Johnson 
C. Fat Lever 
D. Michael Jordan 


The first Consensus All-America col- 

legiate football team, picked by 
Harper’s Weekly 100 years ago, was com- 
prised solely of Ivy League players. True 
or False? 


In 1964, Minnesota Vikings defen- 

sive end Jim Marshall recovered a 
fumble and ran the wrong way, resulting 
in a safety for the opposition. Who was 
the opposing team? 


O.J. Simpson broke Jim Brown’s 
NFL single-season rushing record of 
1,863 yards in 1973 when he gained 
2,003. Which team held OJ. to the 


ALLSPORT USA 


TIEBREAKER 


Stump us with a question about 
sports. Make it clever. Questions will 
be evaluated on their difficulty and 
creativity. Winning stumpers will ap- 
pear in a subsequent quiz. Alan For- 
seth of Appleton, Wisconsin, won a 
diamond tennis racket tie-tack by sub- 
mitting stumper question No. 12 in this 
month’s quiz. John Leavy of Austin, 
Texas, was also a diamond tie-tack 
winner for his submission of stumper 
question No. 13. 


Even if you don’t ace the quiz, you'll still 
receive a SPORT pin (pictured below) 
just for entering. 


fewest rushing yards in a 
game that season? 


Which college football 
program turned out All- 
America brothers Lucious, 
Leroy and Dewey Selmon? 


Which NBA player’s 

points-per-game aver- 
age was the lowest to win a 
scoring title this decade? 


l Who is the only man 
to have coached two 

different NBA expansion 

teams their first season in 

the league? 

A. Gene Shue 

B. Bill Musselman 

C. Bill Fitch 

_D. Johnny Kerr 


l Who were the only 
two active catchers 
in 1989 to serve as regular- 
season backups to the late 
Thurman Munson? 


i] Entering the 1989 
season, these NFL 

players had rushed for a 

combined 100 regular-sea- 

son TDs in their careers, 

but only one of them also has 

caught a TD pass. Who is he? 

A. Ickey Woods 

B. Gerald Riggs 

C. Duval Love 

D. Larry Kinnebrew 


| Which of these athletes appears 
on the cover of the Beatles’ Sgt. 

Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band album? 

A. Arnold Palmer 

B. Muhammad Ali 

C. Graham Hill 

D. Sonny Liston 

—William L. Ladson, Raymond Harper 


ANSWERS FOR 

OCTOBER QUIZ 
1. John McEnroe, Jimmy Connors and Ivan Lendl 
(after we went to print, Steffi Graf won the 1989 
U.S. Open and now belongs in that group). 2. C. 3. 
A-4, B-3, C-2, D-1, 4. A. 5. True. 6. Patrick Ew- 
ing, Ralph Sampson and Lew Alcindor (Kareem Ab- 
dul-Jabbar). 7. A. 8. Sonny Liston. 9. Italy and 
Brazil. 10. A. 11. Gary Anderson. 12. Moses Ma- 
lone. 13. True. 


Choose a diamond as special as your love. For information on how to select a quality Diamond Engagement Ring, please call 1-800-366-4999. 
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“She stands out in a crowd. 


a. 


You've found the perfect person. Now findthe you understand the 4@'s: cut, color, clarity and 


diamond that suits her perfectly. Because, just as carat-weight, and explain how they determine 
your love for each other is unique, no two diamonds _—_a diamond's quality and value. 
are alike. Each has its own personality and sparkle. For the Merksamer Jeweler W/ 

Today, many people do find that two months’ __ nearest you, and our helpful, 
salary is a good guide for what to spend on their free booklets onhowto MERKSAMER 
Diamond Engagement Ring. buy diamonds, just call: JemeeKers 

The diamond experts at Merksamer will help 800 366-4999. Roa leh oi Ties Dinmseeds Since, 1929 


——,, 
Is two months’ salary too much to spend 


for something that lasts forever? 
A diamond is forever. 


e Evolution 


Since the dawn of time, man has 
doggedly pursued a smoother, more 
comfortable shave. But the ultimate razor 
has always eluded him. 

ntil now. Introducing the new 
Schick® Slim Twin® Razor System. 


Va 


One-push 
cleaning bar. 


AN sn . 
lai ae 
3 Pivot or 


fixed-head 
shaving. 


Unique 
narrow Phase 


~S 


The first razor designed to 
meet the individual shaving needs of 
today’s man. 

It has a slimmer shaving cartridge 
than any other razor system, so it shaves 
even hard-to-reach places close and 
comfortably. 

It’s the only razor that gives you a 
choice of pivot or fixed-head shaving for 
\ maximum control and maneuverability. 
mm) And it has a one-push cleaning bar 
3 to keep its blades from becoming clogged. 

The new Schick Slim Twin Razor 
System. At last, shaving has come out of 
the dark ages. 


ot ages poee 


1970's- Gillette Ao . Today's Man-Slim Twin Razor System. New Schick Slim Twin Razor System. 


WE TAKE YOU 
BEHIND THE 
SCENES AS THE 
OILERS GEE 
READY TO 
BATTLEVIHE 
VIKINGS. IT’S 
NOT PRETTY. 

By J. David Miller 


THIS 


Sunday, September 3, 
1989/9:21 a.m. 


Deep inside the administrative offices 
of the Houston Oilers, eight coaches 
have split up into three different rooms 
to begin the long process of breaking 
down game film from Saturday night's 
30-28 loss at Dallas in the final pre-sea- 
son game. After Houston scored with 
less than a minute remaining, a blown 
coverage moved the Cowboys within 
field goal range. Kicker Roger Ruzek hit 
a personal-best 55-yard field goal to win 
the game. 


It was Jerry Glanville’s first loss to 
Dallas since he became Houston's head 
coach four years ago; his first against 
new head coach Jimmy Johnson. Prior to 
the game, a reporter had asked Glan- 
ville’s opinion of Johnson's self-pro- 
claimed 18-hour work days. 

“That's impossible,’’ Glanville re- 
plied. “It takes him 12 [hours] to comb 
his hair.”’ 

The team plane touched down in 
Houston at 2:45 a.m., and the coaches 
were back to work at 9 a.m. sharp. They 
are irritable and angry, and what they 
see on film does little to soothe them. 
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The Oilers are suffering from ‘‘rook- 
ie-itis,"” having lost 15 players to Plan B 
free agency. Rookies are being forced 
into the lineup before they’re ready, a 
situation that has the entire coaching 
staff concerned. Finally, Glanville finds 
something to smile about. He runs back 
the film flickering on the wall, where 
rookie strong safety Bubba McDowell, a 
third-round pick, administers a helmet 
tattoo to the back of Dallas quarterback 
Troy Aikman. 

But an honest rookie mistake costs 
Houston the game. McDowell covers 
the wrong man on the next-to-last play, 
allowing Aikman to complete a long pass 
that put the Cowboys into field goal 
range. “If we’re gonna beat Minnesota, 
we have to improve dramatically,’’ Glan- 
ville says. 

The red-eyed coaches leave for home 
at 2:05 a.m. 


Monday, September 4, 
1989/9:14 a.m. 


The players have today off, but the 
coaches were in the office at 9 a.m. 
Glanville invites them into his office, 
which is adorned with a singing Elvis 
statue and pictures of James Dean. 
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“They don’t have many weaknesses on 
defense,”’ he tells his staff. ‘“They’re very 
good. Millard and Doleman may be the 
best we'll see all year. They’ve gone full 
circle on defense—they are almost a to- 
tally bump-and-run team now, like the 
Bears.” 

Glanville stares at Richard Smith, the 
special teams coach. ‘We need big plays 
from the kicking game,” he says. “We 
have to get turnovers.’’ He turns to line- 
backer coach Floyd Reese and secondary 
coach Nick Saban. “If we give up the 
big pass, we will lose.” They nod and jot 
a few notes in their playbooks. The 
meeting breaks up. The coaches return 
to watching film. By Sunday, they will 
know Minnesota’s offensive and defen- 
sive tendencies in every possible forma- 
tion. ‘‘But the players have to block and 
tackle,’’ says quarterback coach Kevin 
Gilbride. 


3:52 p.m. 


Glanville is quickly sifting through a 
stack of mail on his desk. It’s been a 
tough week, and it’s still Monday. He 
was just informed that a 16-year-old kid 
he visited last week at Children’s Hospi- 
tal died this morning. GM Mike Holo- 
vak followed that news by telling him 
holdout tailback Mike Rozier wants to 
be traded. 


Tuesday, September 5, 
1989/9:33 a.m. 


Glanville meets with the team briefly. 


“The bottom line—we've got to out-hit 
them,” he ‘tells the players. “We know 
they will try to take us out of all our runs 
and make us audible to all throws. I 
don’t like that one bit.” 

The players, most wearing gray T- 
shirts and shorts and carrying playbooks, 
break up into groups—quarterbacks, re- 
ceivers, offensive line, backs, defensive 
line, linebackers, secondary—and head 
to separate meeting rooms for individual 
instruction and film study. 


2:31 pin, 


Practice breaks after about two and a 
half hours. The thermometer on the 
field at the Oilers’ training facility quiv- 
ers at 100 degrees. Drew Hill, a key ele- 
ment of the Oilers’ four-receiver Red 
Gun offense, was a training camp hold- 
out. Today was his first day in pads. 
“He’s not in shape yet,” says receivers 
coach Ray Sherman, ‘‘but he looks pret- 
ty darn good. He separates as well as 
anybody I’ve seen.’’ Hill will play Sun- 
day, ready or not. 

Inside the facility, several FBI agents 
and Drug Enforcement Agency officers 
mill around curiously. At 3 p.m., they 
will speak to the players for an hour—‘‘If 
you do drugs, you will be caught, and 
we will prosecute.” They also inform the 
players of reputed drug dealers in NFL 
cities, and warn the players to avoid 
these characters. 


8:14 p.m. 


The Vikings use a variety of tailbacks 
to achieve a balanced running game. 
Their passing game, with receivers 
Anthony Carter and Hassan Jones, pre- 
sent real matchup problems for the 
gambling Houston secondary. ‘‘We feel 
we have to run the ball and keep our de- 
fense off the field,” says offensive line 
coach Kim Helton. A former University 
of Florida center, Helton, at 41, is a 
throwback to an era of football gone by. 
He hates excuses, he hates cowards, and 
he hates to lose: ‘‘Minnesota’s eaten up 
teams that have thrown the ball. We 
want a nose-busting contest with these 
guys.” 

He carefully studies the film on the 
wall, where the Vikings repeatedly show 
an eight- and nine-man defensive front 
against San Francisco. ““They try to deny 
you the right to run the ball,’’ Helton 
says. He spits a stream of tobacco into a 
paper cup with disgust. ““‘Even when you 
go vertical with four wides, they still line 
up with six guys and rush hard enough 
to get the trap.” 

The coaches finally pack up for home 
around | a.m. 


Wednesday, September 6, 
1989/10:12 p.m. 


Jerry Glanville awoke at 6:35 a.m. to 


the sound of rain and thunder rattling 
the windows. Add the weather to the list 
of endless distractions he has had to deal 
with this week. He could make the team 
practice in the rain, but it would serve 
no purpose. The Vikings play in the air- 
conditioned Metrodome. ‘‘It’s Wednes- 
day and we still don’t have our timing 
down,” Glanville says, clearly annoyed. 
The players and assistant coaches 
break up into position meetings. Glan- 
ville gets on the phone and gets practice 
moved to the Astrodome, where the San 
Diego Padres are practicing for an after- 
noon game with the Houston Astros. 
Lynda Greer, Glanville’s secretary, 
hands him a note. Mike Rozier and Ho- 
lovak finally appear on the verge of an 
agreement. It’s good news, but an out- 
of-shape Rozier won’t mean a damn 
thing to the furious Minnesota defense. 


12:46 p.m. 


The Oilers spread onto the outfield of 
the Houston Astrodome. Several receiv- 
ers run around the bases, just for fun. 
Coaches put up cones to simulate side- 
lines and end zones. 

“Hey, coach,”’ yells receiver Hay- 
wood Jeffires, “how do I run a 10-yard 
out if I can’t tell when I’ve gone 10 
yards?” 

Kevin Gilbride rolls his eyes. 

Glanville hits an airhorn as practice 
begins. A sloppy practice. Warren Moon 
repeatedly throws to Drew Hill wheth- 
er he’s open or not; Moon is obviously 
happy to have his favorite receiver back 
in the lineup. The offense runs through 
a list of situations: goal-line, inside the 
15, against the blitz. A lot of balls hit the 
ground. Glanville paces behind the of- 
fensive huddle, muttering about timing. 

The defense, meanwhile, is working 
on the blitz and man coverage. They 
simulate the bump-and-run technique 
they will use against Carter. ““We have 
to believe we can pressure the quarter- 
back,”’ says Nick Saban, in his second 
NEL season after 15 years as an assistant 
in several top college programs. ‘If we 
can hold our coverage long enough to 
get the sack, obviously we have a 
chance.”’ 

Two o'clock comes quickly. The San 
Diego Padres, irritated by the visitors, 
begin taking infield practice with the 
Oilers still spread out in left and center- 
field. Moon is yelling signals and ground 
balls are sizzling around the infield at the 
same time. “‘This is big time, huh?’’ 
Glanville says, laughing. 


7:54 p.m. 


The coaches are gathered around a 
huge wooden table, eating greasy Chi- 
nese food out of styrofoam boxes and 
getting ready for the evening’s film ses- 


sion. 

- “When I look at the film, I see three- 
deep double sky a lot,’’ Glanville says, 
munching on an egg roll. The room is 
filled with the sound of slurping and 
chewing. 

“Will our halfback be open on this?” 

“He should be,” replies running back 
coach Frank Novak. 

“Will they run underneath him, or 
come up and hit him?” 

“They'll bang him, coach.” 

“Well, Frank, you better warn him.” 

The coaches finish eating. The film of 
today’s practice dances on the far wall. 
Glanville, eyes in a tight squint, watches 
carefully as the team runs Pitch 38 Toss. 

“T don’t know when we haven't scored 
on that play,’’ Glanville says. ‘“Let’s dust 
that baby off and do it.”’ 

“The fullback has to take the big 
one,” says Helton, pointing to the line- 
backer. ‘“‘We can run over the little 
one.” 

The coaches break up again into dif- 
ferent rooms. Frank Novak and Kim 
Helton, their work done for Minnesota, 
begin breaking down the last three 
games of San Diego game film. The 
Chargers are next week’s opponent. 

“Gotta stay a week ahead,” Novak 
says. 

“Hell fire,’’ Helton blurts, glimpsing 
at San Diego’s defense. “I hope their 
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corners play like that against us. We'll 
introduce them to Warren Moon.” 

Alone in his office, Glanville looks at 
the playlist for Minnesota. ‘I don’t feel 
good about this,’’ he says quietly. 
“We've had too many distractions. On 
Sunday, there won’t be any excuses. 
We’ll either be ready or we won't.” 

If today’s practice is any indica- 
tion.... 


Thursday, September 7, 
1989/12:22 p.m. 


Mike Rozier, Houston’s final holdout 
who this morning signed a brand-new, 
one-year contract worth $600,000, re- 
ports to Steve Watterson, the strength 
and rehabilitation coach. Watterson 
weighs him in at 216 pounds, three 
pounds over last year’s playing weight of 
213.“But it’s a soft 216,’’ Watterson tells 
Glanville. “‘He’s hasn't lifted a weight in 
months.”’ Rozier won't play a down Sun- 
day, but will collect his weekly $37,500 
paycheck. 

The rest of the team is dressed and do- 
ing calisthenics when Rozier finally trots 
out for the first time in 1989. The play- 
ers give Rozier a standing ovation mixed 
with Bronx cheers and catcalls. Rozier 
bows. 

Practice goes quickly. The team runs 
half-speed through kickoff and kickoff 
return drills, then walks through ‘“‘situa- 
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tion’’ offenses for first and 10, second 
and seven, and third and 10. The de- 
fense runs half-speed through all nickel 
coverages. The players are talking end- 
lessly, laughing, playing grab-ass. The at- 
mosphere is too festive for Helton. 

“J hope Minnesota is as loose as we 
are,” he says. 

He isn’t smiling. 


9:23 p.m. 


The coaches review still more film. 
Receivers coach Ray Sherman, staring 
blankly at a Tampa Bay-Minnesota 
game, suddenly perks up. 

“Kevin, look at this,’ he yells. 

Gilbride ducks into the room. 

“Watch this 16-yard touchdown by 
Testaverde against their two-man look,” 
Sherman says. “Everybody underneath 


locks up. We can run 60 Delay all day 
on that.” 

Gilbride nods. The film rolls. 

“And here,” Gilbride points to the 


“THE ONLY GOOD THING IS WE 
DO THIS AGAIN IN SIX DAYS.” 


left cornerback, 
off that much, we can run the Choice.” 
““That’s their two-zone look.” 


“if the corner will lay 


“Yeah .. . the corner up top looks like 
he’s playing man, but somebody busted 
the coverage.”’ 

Sherman shakes his head. ““We’ve got 
to make the big plays,’’ he says. “We 
have to run great routes. They have ex- 
cellent defensive backs.” 


11:13 p.m. 


Richard Smith has the special teams 
game plan ready. At the top of the first 
page he has scrawled several objectives: 
“This Is Where It Starts: Hit The Beach! Set 
The Tempo!” 

Each man’s assignment is outlined. 
Charts indicate the speed of Minnesota’s 
two return men, D.J. Dozier and Darrin 
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Nelson. ‘““Their coverage is identical to 
ours,”’ the game plan says. ‘Cover just 
like in practice.’’ At the bottom of the 
page is a simple directive: Courage! “We 
need to run and hit,’’ Smith explains. 
“They've got their big guns back there, 
Dozier and Nelson. I say bring ’em out— 
we'll see how tough they are.” 

The Oilers and Vikings were among 
the best teams last year in forcing 
turnovers. ‘“Somebody’s gonna win this 
game big,’’ Smith says. “I just get that 
feeling. Both teams take chances. Both 
teams run and hit. But we lost so much 
depth to Plan B—I’m concerned that last 
year’s physical mentality just isn’t there 
yet.” 


12:39 a.m. 


Glanville is leaning back in the chair 
behind his desk, rubbing his bloodshot 
eyes and looking every bit of 48 years 
old. He has worked more than 80 hours 
since Sunday. He is listening to a taped 
interview with Minnesota head coach 
Jerry Burns, who says, ‘‘This is the 
toughest game we've opened with since 
I've been the head coach.” 

“That's called lathering you up before 
they shave you,’’ Glanville says, smiling. 

Nick Saban sticks his head inside the 
door. 

“T’'m gone, Jerry,”’ Saban says. “I want 
to see my son for the first time since Sun- 
day.” 

Glanville waves. 
he says. 

The last real work day is over. Friday 
means a half practice and coaches will 
have Friday night off to spend with their 
families. Saturday morning at 11 a.m. 
the team will leave for Minnesota. Late 
that afternoon they will have a light, 
one-hour workout at the Metrodome. 

We'll either be ready or we won't. 


Sunday, September 10, 
1989/8:16 p.m. 


The Oilers’ team charter flight is 
painfully quiet. The Vikings, behind a 
seven-catch, 123-yard performance by 
Anthony Carter, rip the Oilers 38-7. 
Houston quarterback Warren Moon, 
sacked only 12 times in 11 games in 
1988, is sacked seven times for 44 yards. 
“T wasn’t really that impressed with 
them before the game,’ Drew Hill says. 
“Tam now.”’ The Vikings defensive line 
of Keith Millard, Al Noga, Chris Dole- 
man and Henry Thomas simply domi- 
nated the game, limiting Houston to an 
average of 1.9 yards a play. 

“The Vikings’ pass rush rivals that of 
the Bears when they won the Super 
Bowl,” Glanville says. ‘If this was a Su- 
per Bowl preview, it’s gonna be another 
boring Super Bowl.” 

Like his team, Glanville is tired and 
frustrated. “‘The only good thing,” he 
says, ‘‘is we do this again in six days.’ * 
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